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Narration ſhould have ſuch Clearneſs and Strength, 
as it might deſerve to be owned by Himfelf. Ac- 
cordiygly it was Compoſed and ready for the —_ 
when it pleaſed Almighty God to take that Excellent 
Prince to hu Mercy. And whereas it us but too evi- 
dent, that the ſame Helliſh Plot us not entirely ex- 
tinguiſhed, but that drvers of the Wicked Attors in 
it are ſill carrying on new Contrivances againſt 
the Happy Peace of Our Dominions ; We cannot 
but fads e it ſeaſonable in thi Funfture of I ime 
to have Our Subjetts reminded of the Riſe, Progreſs 
and eMiſchievous Deſigns of that deſperate Con- 
federacy. To this end, having firſt Read and 
Examined thu «Account and Declaration. , that We 
' might be the better able to give Our Ryjal T efti- 
mony, as We do by theſe Preſents, to the Faithful- 
neſs and Certainty of the whole Relation, We have 
cauſed it to be now Printed and Publiſhed. Given 
at Our Court at Whitehal, the 21 day of «May, 
1685. in the Firſt Year of Our Reign. 


By His eMajeſties Command, 


SUNDERLAND, 


A Tre ACCOUNT 
OF THE 
Horrid Conſpiracy 
Againſt the Late KING; 
His Preſence MAJESTY; 


And the GOVERNMENT: 


INH E KING has thought fit to 
CEE la _ and to declare to the 
& World, An Exa&' Account of 
a the late Accurſed Conſpiracy; 
Oe which was aQtually form'd, and 
"TYORy " carried on in England, and ſet or 
foot in Scotland, againſt his own , and his only 
and deareſt Brothers Life, and againft the Peace- 
able and Flouriſhing Government of His Majefties - 
Kingdoms ; as far forth; as hitherto che Particulars 
of it have come to His Knowledge, by the Volun- . 
tary Confeſſions, or rindeniable Conviftions of di- 
vers of the Principal Confpirators; 

By 
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By thus faithfully repreſenting the plain Matcer 
of Fac, though perhaps all the Groundleſs Sug- 
geſtions, and Malicious Inſinuations of FaQious 
Men, will not be wholly put to ſilence ; it bein 
their old, and conſtant Artifice, to ſupport, = 
incourage their Party, y Impudent Slanders and 
Falſhoods, againſt the cleareſt Light, and moſt 
evident Proof ; Yet however His Majeſty will 
have the SatisfaQtion hereby to confirm the Loy- 
alty,and good AﬀeCtions of all His loving Subje&s 
at Home, and to eſtabliſh Abroad the Reputati- 
on, and Honour of His Royal Juſtice, 

And moreover (which Bis Majeſty moſt of all 
regards) this Publick, and Laſtmg Teſtimon 
will be given of His ſincere Thankfulneſs to Al- 
mighty God, for that Miraculous Deliverance 
from a Danger, which came ſo near His Sacred 
Perſon, and was ſo far ſpread in the Ruine, it 
threaten'd to all His People. 

It is well known,what miſchievous Arts of late 
Years have been uſed, and what Treaſonable 
Courſes taken, to withdraw theſe Nations from 
their bounden Duty and Allegiance, and: to ex- 
poſe His Majeſties moſt Juſt, and Merciful Gqo- 
' vernment to Calumny and Contempt : The Re- 
bellious Deſign having been apparently carried 
on by all ſorts of Male-contents ; whom either 
their Crimes, or Wants, their furious Zeal, or 
unbounded Ambition, inclined to wiſh for a Di- 
{turbance of the Peace, and Proſperity , which 
His Majeſties Dominions have ſo long injoy'd, to 
the Envy of all His Neighbours. 3163 

To this wicked purpoſe, * many the very ſame 
fatal Methods and ſpecious Pretences, which, in 
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et ere, 


3 


tho Days of his Majeſties Glorious Father, had 
inyalved theſe Kingrvei in Confuſion and Blood, 


were once again revived, and by many the very 


ame Perſons; Men ot crafty, reſtleſs, and jm- 
: placable Spirits ;. 1mpenxent after hz moſt Gra- 


cious Pardons; whom long Expcrience had made 
silful in ſeducing weak, and unſtable Minds, by 
counterfeiting :the plauſible Names of things in 
themſelves moſt excellent, but--moſt dangerous 
when abuſed ;-ſuch as, Liberty, Hropertys Cott+ 
ſcience, and Religion. 


By theſe wretched: ln{tumeots, was: this molt. 


gentle, and benign Government again reproach- 


ed with _ and Arbitrary Power: || The. 


Church of Eng/and was once mare: Tradyced, : as 


Popifhly and : The moſt able Officers} _d y 


fxihfubleſ Servants of! the Crown again;Reviled, 
under: the adious Tatle-of. Evil Gounteliours 

In; the: natdge: tive! Seditipt) 28d Schifin. were 

every where pramoted;jounredforable Fears ſug- 
oefteÞc;, vaimrSuſpicions- of furare Dangers aug- 
menteel to OI the es oy ;. del- 

perate': infamous Litbels, Traiterous 
rung in all-places.; and andes colour of 
the only TrucBivtelant the worſt of all . Un- 
chriſtian Princzple2 were put 10 practiſe ;/-all the 
old Republican;: and: Antnongtehical INdftrines, 
whoſe Eechad tormer]y proy'd-fo diſmal,wert 
now again as koofidently own'd,;Arid.;aflerted; '4s 
ever they hadbeen during — Rage of the 


late unhappy-/Troubles;7-- - - * 
: Fram theſe; Proparations ta; 4 new Rebellion, 


thi Fart began by: - mes proeced:ts, Aion, 


ye an :atoSdes ber: made; Names, and 
B T oketis 


PE I —_—_———— PEP a. es tes. Bt... Mi. a. lo. Mo. th. di. 44. At. __ Ah. A. 


A T rue Account 


i _—_—— ch PR CEO VE"IT 


Tokens of Separation were given : Illegal Con- 
venticles were maintained, in defiance of the 
Laws of God, and Man : Tumultuous Feaſts, 
and FaQtious Clubs were ſet up in City, and 
Country : Cloſe, and Seditious Meetings haunt- 
ed : Frequent Cabals appointed, and by Men 
of high degree with the loweſt : Great Stores of 
Arms provided by private Perſons : Infolent Pro- 
greſles made _ divers Countries ; thereby 
to glory in their Numbers, and to carry far and 
near the Tetrour of their Power, and even to 
Muſter their Party ready for ſome ſudden Blow, 
or general Inſurre&ion. 

All theſe, and many more ſuch Perſonal Indig- 
nities, and Publick Afﬀaults on the Government, 
his Majeſty long endured with the ſame Mildneſs, 
and Clemency, wherewith he had already for- 

iven the higheſt Crimes againſt-himſelf ; His 
Royal Goodneſs ſti]l patiently expe&ting,and wiſh- 
mg, that in time the moft' obſtinate of his | miſ{- 
guided Subjects would fee their Errour, and: re- 
turn at length to a ſenſe of the Duty, they owe 
him by all the ſtrongeſt Bands-of Nature and 
Laws, Religion and Gratitude, that can poſſibly 
oblige Subjects towards a Soveraign. 

Bue when Is Majeſty was abundantly con- 
vinc'd that all thoſe dark Conſultations, and 'open 
Tumults of unruly Men, were but ſo many inftal- 
lible Signs, and Forerunners of Rebellion, or ſome 
extraordinary ' Commotions ; Then at' laſt; ina 
tender reſpect to his Peoples Safety, more 'than 
to his own, was his Majeſty conſtrain'd -to-awa- 
ken his Authority, to try what good Effe& the 
Vigour of his Laws would have on-thoſe _ 

| ers, 
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ders, with whom all his repeated. Mercy and In- 
_— had ſo little prevail'd. 
et ſuch was then his Majelties hard Fortune, 
ſo firmly combined were the Diſattected, eſpeci- 
A. ally by their Prevalent Intereſt in packing the Ju- 
” ries of London and Middleſex, that whilſt his Ma- 
jeſty carefully endeavour'd to diſtribute Impartial 
Jultice to all his Subjects, he could not obtain the 
ſame Right Himfelf ; his Enemies ſtill becoming 
more numerous, and united in-thoſe very places, 
| where their deſperate Enterpriſes againſt the Go- 
g vernment, were likely to be moſt ſudden and per- 
NICIOUS, | | 
Amongſt divers other infamous Examples of 
this Nature, was that of Colledge the Joyner. For 
though the Criminal was ſo! mean a Man, and no 
other ways conſiderable, bur for his audacious For- 
wardadl, in affronting the Government ; yet his 
Majeſty, with all his Royal ' Authority, could 
hardly prevail to have him brought to a Fair and 
Legal Tryal. Nor had his Majeſty been able ac 
laſt to procure ſo much Juſtice to be done, had not 
the Proceſs been-removed into another County, 
where-.(the Rulers of the FaQtion being leſs po- 
wertul,) that. new and damnable Opinion and 
Pradtzceof the Lawtulneſs of Equivocating and 
even of Perjury: for the- Good Old Cauſe, had not 
prevailed over the old and honeſt Engliſh Princi- 
ples of 'Fruth and Honour; © 
: However though inthe end his Majeſties Ju- 
{tice |got the better at that titme, yet it was de- 
feated in. a greater, andimore important Inſtance, 
thar'of the 45 Earl of Shaftshury ; who had been 
long and alonbty ſubalie , and in the rue 
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was manifeſtly diſcovered to be the chief Au- 


thor, and ſupreme Manager of all: theſe Tray- 
rerous Contrivances againſt his Majefties Crowns 
and Lite. | | i'r ET 

_. The ſaid Earl his Majeſty had formerly-par- 
don'd,”. 1nrichid;;:enobled,' and advanc'd to one-of 
the higheſt Stations'in the Kingdom ; by a long 
Succeſſion: of mamtold Bounnies, -: endeavouring 
to render his Abilities, and Experience in Buſi- 
nels, ſerviceable{ta:ihis King, and: beneficial to 
his Country. - Ab goon ence! 

Yet ſo treacherous: ant; wndermiming was. his 
Genius ; ſounmeaſurable his Ambition ; .fo-un- 
patient of quiet, and moderate Courſes; fo much 
fitter he-was to be:the.' Inſtrument. of a Fyfant, 
than the Servant.of.a Juſtand! Good: Prince ; that 
alter many hainous-Infidelines and Offences com- 
mitted by him, and forgiven; by his Majeſty, he 
was at length neceſſitated todifcharge him his Ser- 
vice ; yet-ſo: as to keave:ihim..one of the moſt 
conſiderable Peers. wir! the Kingdom for 'Fitle 
and -Eſtae;!; od 03 wifi oh ) - 0? GN 

But: his aſpiring and-revengeful Spirit could 
not brook ſo gejle?,;aidsfprace. Wherefore ha- 
ving deſervediy. been difmiſs'd the Court, hepre- 
{cntly reagent ſebthkfJountry direQly agiinſt 
it, Immediately he pkodfefsd himſelf the: »mofb 
zealous true Proteſtant; iand' the greateſt Parrivr ; 
Thereby ſlily infinuating;:;his deſigns into. the 
Heads!of all Sefg.and Diviſions in Church and 
State ty 1:0 them betrayarig ſome, vilitying others: 
maliciouſly ineexpacting/allihis Majeſties Counſels ; 
Making thoſe yery Conſultations, and refoluttons 
cf State, - whexeot heſhad. been the chief. Agdvi- 
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ſer, when he was -in Power, to be-the principal 
Objections againſt the Government, when he was 
diſplaced. TY fe 
Thus heand his Party went boldly on to diſturb 
the publick quiet; and to affront his Majeſties Au- 
thority with the higheſt Inſolence ; in Words and 
Writings defaming it, as Arbitrary and Tyran- 
nical, whilſt in Deeds he inſulted over it, as be- 
lieving it to be weak, and reſolving to make it 
deſpicable. And all this with a ſecure confidence 
not-only;,of: Indempnity, but Succeſs; knowing 
humfelt to-be under-the. PrateQtion of Juries of his 
own appointment, or-approbation z -and therefore 
preſuming he was:far out of the reach of his Ma- 
jeſties juſt Indignation. 9% | 
.. And fo for a-time it unhappily:proved; For 
being legally Indicted: of | Or1mes-/ of the higheſt. 
Nature, -thougly the Evidence againſt /him was! 
clear and politivez.ifome- of the Watneſſes:being 
the very \ſarge. Men, whole Teſtimony had been 
approved. of, in the: proſecution of Oat's Plot, and 
the very [Original Draught of a Treaſonable Aſ- 
fociation having been aQually, found in his Cuſto- 
dy ; yetche could:not be brought to'a lawful Tryal 
| by. his:Peers , \the Indi&ment being ſtifled. by a 
ſhameful Ignoramus ; and that accompanied with 
ſo. much Inlolence ; that! theivery-Miniſters of his 
Majcſties Juſtice were ininiuch. more danger than 
the Criminal , and hardlyi-eſcap'd the rude Aſ- 
| faults off Iis Contederates,and Party. | 
1» Howeyer, from fo great!a Violation of Com- 
i gaind:this vey conſiderable Advantage; That 
thencefarth heglainly perceived: the/main —_ 
| (#) 
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of all his Enemies Arrogance lay in their, Extra- 
vagant Power to pack the City-Juries. For what 
Treaſon might not the Earl of Shaftsbury ſecurely 
Project, or Ferguſon Write, or an Aſſociation 
Act againſt the Government, whilſt Coodenough, 
and a ſetled Club, was at hand with their Cor- 
rupt Panels, to Indempnifie, and if need were, 
to ſecond and applaud their moſt Villanous Pra-- 
G: ces. | Bot tf « 
Wherefore his Majeſty foreſecing how deſtru- 
ive, 4n time, the Ettects of fo great and grow- 
ing a Milchiet would be, reſstved, at length, after 
many: Intolerable Provocations ,. to ſtrike at thar 
which he had now found co be the very Root of 
the Faction. THEUTEETS HY 
This his Majeſty, and all- wiſe and good Men 
perceivid,” could benno other ways done; than firſt 
by reducing'the Elections of the Sherifls'of Londs#n 
to their Antient Order 'and Rules, that'of late were: 
become. only a Buſineſs of Clamour and 'Viglence:' 
And then to make _ into the Validity'ef 
the\Ciry-Charter 1c felf ; which an ill Parry -of 
Men had abuſed to the Danger, and would have 
done it torhe Deſtruction of the Government, had 
they-been'ſutter'd to go:on never '(o little farther: 
uncontroul'd; © 09 be 7 A JETT 
_Ta-both' theſe moſt quſt and neceſlary Under- 
takings,” the Righteouſneſs of his Majefties' Cauſe 
met with an 'anſwerable Succeſs,” Firſt; 'notwich- 
ſtanding all che Tumultuous Riots the' FaRious 
Party-commirted, todifturb theipzaceable Tſie of 
that' Affair. g71ryet the undoubted®'Right' of the 


Lord Mayor's Nominating the &td&ft Sheriff, was 
reſtored and eſtabliſhed” And ſo:the Atriaifira- 
. tion 
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tion of Juſtice once more put in a way of being 
cleared from Partiality and Corruption, And then 
a due Judgment was obraind, by an equal Pro- 
ceſs of Law, againſt the Charter it ſelf, and its 
« A= Franchiſes declar'd forfeited to his Majeſty. 
Bur chough this happy Event of his Majeſties 
Controverſte with the diſafte&ed part of the City 
f of London, was in all Humane probability, the 
b only cfte&ual Courſe to provide for the furure 
Peace, and Stability of the Government ; yet it 
had like ts have proved a preſent Occaſion of its 
utter Ruine, $ er ns 
For when ſo many guilty Perſons found, that 
the great Point of the Sheriffs was reſetled on its 
Antient Bottom, ard the Ciry-Charter it ſelf in 
hazard of being ſpeedily vacated ; fo that now 
there would be no farther evaſion for them, by 
any ptetence of Law, to eſcape unpuniſh'd : Then 
they concluded ir was high time fo bring their 
Devilith 'Purpoſes to a quicker iflue, and cnce 
for all td ſtrike boldly at the Heart of the KING 
and Kingdom. | EADTe 
Particularly the Eafl of Shaftsbury, being c6n- 
ſcious to himſelf 'of the blackneſs of his Crimes, 
and of the Tniquity. of the Verdict, by which he 
had for that time eſcaped ; and finding he was 
now within the compaſs of the Juſtice he had fo 
hrely fruſtrated and contenin'd; thenceforth gave 
over all his quieter and more plauſible Arrs of Se- 
dition, C_ proudly bragg'd he ſhould, in 
time, as his Expreffion was, T-ife'th walk his 
Sh 1 out of bis Dominions ;* and' on a ſudden 
betook hinſelf -t&' more precipitate Enterpriſes : 
Alarming his Companions with a proſpect of their 
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common danger ; . thence inflaming ſome to Inſur- 


reions, others to Aſlaſſinations ; ſuppoſing now 


' there was no way left for him, a them, to juſti- 


fie their former Miſdemeanors and Treafons but 
by attempting and ſucceeding in greater Miſ- 
chiefs. 

This was found by evident. Proof to have "= 
the principal riſeand occaſion of ri ripening the Hox- 
rid Conſpiracy | in the Kingdom of England. Nax 
could there poſſibly have happen'd a ſtronger Ju+ 
ſtification of his Majeſties Counſels in attempting 
ro reftifie the City-Juries and Electians;, {ince.zz 
is apparent his principal Enenyies laid much 
ſtreſs on the unjuſt Power they had therpip,uſurp'd, 
tharc, being once fair| driven from that Strenggh, 
they immediately reſolv'd, nothing leſs than, a 
bare-fac'd and avow d Rebelligy coal I8pair the 
Lok their Party ſuſtajn'd by k Q,grea a Blow. 

As for bis Majeſties Kingdo = Searlond, it is 
notorious, cher has been Jong iter 'dq an it 4 def el4 

e Fa 2Qion of turi ous: Zealors, .that under tha 
FT Proteliions of the Cauſe of Chriſt, anda | PUrEE 
way. of Goſpel-Worlhp, | has grown up. by de- 
- to a Violation at: kings of all: the Rule 
Inflitutigns of- true Rehgiag,. but of 
SEED For :docs. not ,the whole, | AN 
Warld arghis day behold wit 'Horrour, that the 
moſt. Villagous Tenetrs os the. caſt Scottith fa 
veninters, and;eyen of their Remonſtrarars, ha Ve, 
been ont; dog by a uccelſors and” Mes: i” 


= They, n i 
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we them 
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in hi inoſtacbarenic Murdersp:and baſeſt Cruel- 
ties ; retultng obſtinately-wielrictheir laſt Breach, 


ſo much as co pray. totdns-Mayetty,..or-to.lay, God 
ſave the Kmg.;' though by amgnexampled Mercy, 


they! had the! Partionsaffurid w:then at the ve-- 
ry-plce and. moment of their -E:xecution, upon: 


that'ſi le Condition, cl <i:l [1770 3 TC 


72-And beſides the remains of :thoſe Bloody En- | 
thoftafts, whoſe Printiptes are-nor yet entirely ex-! 
tmaguifh'd; though their fotce has been tynce van-: 


uiſh'd in open Field, by Gods Providence pro- 

ring his Majeſtiew Arms ;- Jt-15: cextain: alſo the 
Peace of that Kingdom ——_— in-- 
danperd by: other | Nu of' Facbwus and 
Hart ay en = . though -at :farſt they 
would not venture to-mrourage-publickly:the others. 
declared 'Freafohs,: yerdtaxk bt Tecretly1toi Fad: 
vour and foment them Gaule;;and as the event in-» 
fallibly proves; would ſoot have Qwn'd and 
Headed their Fury, had it_praſper'd. ” 
- Wherefore thei wile: care:of ifarmer Sefſhons of 
Parliamene there; havihg ſuthciendly provided b 
a due ſeverity of, Gvod/Laws, againſt the xs 
ful Conſequences of continuing the Field-Meet-! 
ings ;' for the farther ſecuring the: Reformed Re- 
ligion, and the Antient Rights of the Crown 
and the Royal Family in that Kingdom, ut was 
judg'd adviſeable, by the Wiſdom of his Ma- 
xſties great Council; the laſt | Seſſion of Parlia- 
mefit, to appoint and »Authorife a Solemn Teſt 
to be taken by all Perſons in place ot publick 
Truſt; or Power. + : - 

In that Seſſion the: Teſt was foon paſs'd into an 
 Aof State, without any conſitterable oppoſition : 

Tere C Though 
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Though there were-not wattng fome turbulent 
Minn the Aflembly, who-took chat occaſion of 
{hewing, how ill-they were afteQ&ed to the efta-- 
bliſh'd Government'ot their Country ; which they 
could have no other Inducement to be,: but either 
a: deſire of Commotions , by reaſon of the deſpe- 
rate State of their own 1l[-ſpent Fortunes, or En- 
vy/at che better Condition-of -Honefter:Men,/.or 
ſome \inveterate Contagion /of : Fredfotv, derived 
down to them tromthe laſt unhappy Age.of Gon-: 
faſtons,0:! [1 bf: 12090 £1 ribs 
- Of that unquier-and ſeditious Party, -the. chief 
and declared Head: was the late-Earl:of Argyle, 
who during the very ſitting-of theo Parliament, 
had, by : many: indirect ways, attempted to hin- 
der his Majeſties Service ; the ſaid Earl, and the 
then Preſident of the Sefſion, and their. Compli- 
ces taking their 0 ; 49 in wording the Teſt, 
to add thereto 6s e very ſame Clauſes, 'that 
have ſince given any Colour of ſcruple to them- 
ſelves. Bur when all his Crafts for obſtructing the 
Bill were defeated by the far greater Number, of 
well diſpoſed Members, the Loyal Voters for it 
being at leaſt Ten to One of the Diſafte&ed ; 
then no ſooner was the Parliament Adjourn'd, but 
the ſaid Ear] of Argyle, firſt at Edenburgh, next 
in Treverſing ſeveral Shires, did make it his 
chief Buſineſs to infinuate every where, into the 


Minds of the Clergy and Laity, the moſt malici- 


ous Prejudices imaginable againſt the whole Te- 
nour of the Teſt, 

And afterwards on his return to Edenburgh he 
often preſumptuouſly declared, he would either not 
take it at all, or-take it only with a-relerve of his 
own 


| 
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own explanation ; which he put in 'V VYriting and 
dif} el : { the; contrivance of -it being. fuch, as 
1Rlves all; the Obligations: of the -Oarh;. and 
makes. his. qwn preleftit Fancy. and private Opi- 
nion, ; the qnly Standard, whereby he meant to be 
guided in alt.the publick Duties of his -Eoyalty 
and ;Allegiance. , /{ b | e2icur” 
_ At length _ his Majeſties High: Commiſſioner 
the Duke, and the; Privy Council of thar King: 
dom,. having been well.inform'd of the fait Earls 
ſeditious Carriage in City and Country, and be 
ing fully confirm'd-in :their Judgments and Com 
(ciences of his Trayterous: Purpoſes, in that falla- 
cious and equivocating! Paraphraſe on the Feſt; 
which he own'd 1a their preſence, perverting there= 
by the ſound, ſenſe,, and 'eludingathe force-of this 
Majeſties Laws, in ,prder:to. {et the Subjects looſe 
from their Obedience, and:to. perpetuate Schiſin 


in the Church, and Fa&ion «iv the State :- Up- 


on theſe Grounds, he was moſt deſervedly Pro- 
ſecuted by his Majeſties Ad vacate, before the So: 
veraign Juſtice-Court, according - to'the. known 
Laws of his Country ; and after a full and-equal 
Tryal, he was found guilty 'of Treaſon, by the 
Learned Judges,and a Jury notonly of his Peers, 
but alſo many of them his own neareſt. Rela- 
tlONs. | | | 
Soon after Judgment given, albeit the King 
was far from any thought of taking away his Lite, 


and that no farther prejudice was deſign'd againſt 
him, but the forte;ture of ſome- Juriſditions and 


Superjorities, which he and his Predeceflors had 
ſurreptitiouſly acquired, and moſt tyrannically 
exercisd ; beſides the diſpoſal of part of his Eſtate 
 « HOY to 
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to pay his juſt Creditors, and'ſome few moderate 
Donattves to thoſe, whom he and his Father had 
tormerly ruin'd for their Fidelity to Iris Majeſty, 
the Surpluſage being intended entirely to return, 
and deſcend to his Fanuly.; yet the faid Earl abu- 
{ing the great Freedom mduſg'd him m Priſon, 
(which he enjoy'd as largely atter” his Conhder 
nation, . as before') fled from his Majefties Mercy, 
the knowledge of his owa/Guilt not faftering him 
to .veritute on that Clemency ,” whereof he: had 
before participaced iſo: plentifulty, When he was 
undet the like Sentence of 'Condenination. © 

TheKing however, notwithſtanding this nzw 
Provocation,ſtill:retain'd the fame benign thoughts 
of favouring his Wite and Childreh.” And be- 
fore it was known "that the ſaid Eart'had more 
Debt on his Eſtate thar- the full value of ir 
amounted to, (whichreally. was his Caſe) his Ma- 
jeſty was: graciouſly tpleasd; in one 'Royal Lar- 
geis, to give thrice' more of the Inheritance to his 
Poſterity, than their Father could lawfully have 
done, had it never deen forferred. 

But how ill he deſerved, or requited ſo many 
Ads of Grace and _— will appear by the 
ſequel of his Behaviour ater his Eſcape. For in 
ſtead of doing what his Complices and Depen- 
dants gave out he intended, that he would hum- 
bly caſt himſelf at his Majeſties Feet, and implore 
his Pardon, which he, of all Men living, had 
no reaſon to think deſperate, he is no where 
to. be found, but affociating with his Maje-- 
ſties implacable Enemies in the Head of new Ma- 
chinations of Treaſon, employs his Liberty abroad 
mn maintaimng: Traiterous ME 199" at 

ome, 
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Home, with reftlefi./Mahee: exciting the wicked 
Confpiratarsof both:Kingdoms ts 4 fatslUhibii 
againtt the Life, Gavertmemand Family' of | 
oo Licge Soyeraign|ahd Behefadtpr: JI” 4 {0138] 
\ And all vs. i5-to be:-proved upon bit by At 
guments as clear as the Sun;/ by th&Uredit of Hed 
own Autheatick Letters, and-by. the” plaiti De- 
poſitions of. his-principal 'Meſſenbers and ' Avenes 
1 the whole (Villany. - od IgM ed OD 
., By this pref iRetolltction of. the troubled" State 
of Afairs,and tho Tumultuous Temperiofe Mer 
Mands in bis Majeſties Kingdons oof JEhgHa 
and iScorlend,abontthe tiftic wiien! this. treaſbngbld 
Conſpiracy was in agitation, the impaf@ul VV 6H 
may perceive, from what deſtritive/ſkeds of Se- 
dition, private \Paſhops andAnlreoſities;'” wniler 
the diſguile'of Religion and-thie [public [areveſt; 
{o. Monſtrous a Birth was produaed 397m io! 5-1! 1: 
:. In the wonderful-Diſcovery bf whichoderefts 
ble Confederacy, ;and in the ”-happy* Preventien 
of its dire, EfteQs, --as all whos have- herd of '3t 
muſt acknowledge chat:a gnal care of Gods Pb 
vidence has appear'd;; for his'Mageſties and theft 
| Nations Pr rvation 24.50: his Majeſty gives' the 
Sacred Word. and, Proteſtativii © rhe thy 
nothing has been done; on hs'pare,; bur what Wis 
agreeable to- that. Royal Betnignit . and Nat 
—_ of. his whole Life, whereof all the 'W off; 
even, his Enemies; have had och \undoubtet?? 
Experience. ; 29 
The Evidence was, moſt of ity delivefd- iv 
his Majeſties. own prefence.  "Fhe Eximiftfacions 
were taken'by Men of unqueſtionable Reputarior 
and: Honour. "The whole Proceedings: Has brett 
4: managed 
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managed with! all imaginable Integrity. There 
has, been: no ſtraining-or extorting of - Accuſations 
tiblenuſh.the Fameof: the Tanocent-{ No'Tem- 
tation of Rewardspropoſed {No Pardon affured — F 
before-hand; for. diſcovering or aggravating the 
Crimes;6f.;the Guilty. 16, $853 <% 7 B& ZJRELONS 
_Somei-Witneſles;::who- offer'd- thetnſelves,” 'of 
whom-there might haye beenany colourable SofSi- 
cion, his Majeſty wholly reje&ed:: Left it ſhould 
once apa; bappen, that h©blaſte$Cred it or 
peed Qondition,or profligare[Lives of the Perſoris 
depaſing ſhould derogare-trotthe Reengthof their 
Depoſitions, and adminiſter atipith#eaft doubt'of 
$abormations- 07 TSS TEE NOTING 7 
.,"Fboſe,Witnefles: his Majeſty adiinictted bad 
been,generally Mouſtronghy-prepoſſeſs'd'in Con- 
(gience, Zealand -Litcreſt [for that Party : Men 
whoſe former avow'd: Hatred of the Gevernnient 
was rea{or {ufficientto gain' chem an' abſolne*ruſt 
with any;4who fhidied to: overthrow-it. They 
were-not:of| deſperac: Fortunes.; Nor deſpicable 

' cFor the  mbſt - part they ſeparately 'and 


Men..' 
i{mgly brought 'in th&ir Diſcoveries. Divers of them 
had fe or no Converſation i'or Familiarity one 
with another, _ There was no ſhadow, or poſſi- 
bility of, :a-. combination between them all to 
diſcover; yet ſuch 1s the prevalence of Self-convj- 
tion,  and:fo great the Power of Truth, that all 
their ſeveral Diſcoveries did perte&tly agree: with 
themſelves and with each other in all- material 
parts and circumſtances. 
, It was therefore in the Summer of the Year 
1683, a time when all his Majeſties Dominions 
injoy::d a ſettled Peace, and profound ſecurity, 
he whilſt 
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whilſt the greateſt part of the Neighbouring 
World was involved 'iin Wars and Combuſtions, 
that his Majeſty and his Council were ſuddenly 
awaken'd with the ſurprizing Knowledge of this 
dreadful Conſpiracy, which had been laying very 
deep and broad for many Months betore. | 
- The Man:whonv God choſe ro make the firſt 
Diſcoverer,” was fofiah Keeling, Citizen and Sal- 
ter of London, A Perſon of good Credit in the 
common Bufineſs of his Calling : but otherwiſe 
a-moſt perverſe Fanatick ; fo fiercely addifted © 
their Cauſe, that he had been one of the bufieſt 


 Sticklers 1n all the late Publick Oppoſitions againſt 


the Government: Particularly, he was the very 
Man who undertook, and perform'd the inoſt in- 
folent Aflaule upon Authority, that perhaps the 


| Party ever attempted in full Peace ; ' which was 


the Arreſting the Lord Mayor, in open Day, 
in the midft of the Ciry of London, tor refufing to 
admit the pretended Sherifts, who had been > bag 
ſen by thoſe Meetings of the Factious in and about 
the City, that the | Hi has ſince condeman'd as 
Unlawful and Riotous, | 
However, by ſo eminent and bold a piece of 
Service, together with his former approved A&i- 
vity and Violence for the diſcontented Intereſt,was 
Keeling judg'd by the chief Conſpirators fidly qua» 
lifid to be admitted into their moſt private Con- 
ſultations. And accordingly thereatter they truſt- 
ed him, as one of their ſureſt Confidents; In 
ſo much that he was invited 'to make one. of the 
Forty Miſcreants R whoſe proper part it was to 
Aſlaſſinate his Majeſties and his Royal Highnefles 

Perſons. | #7 
Of 
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Of which Number atter he had freely:con- 
ſented to be, and had met and acted; jointly (with 
che reſt tor ſome time;to prepare the curſed Work 
tor a fpeedy Execution ;. «t- pleaſed, the Divine: — 
Goodneſs ſo-to touch his Soul with the: Horrour of , 
{o amazing a Crime, that he:couſd not! ret; Day. 
nor | Night, till after much ronfliq- in tiis Mind, 
hechad fully. determin'd to diſcharge/his Conlci- 
ence :of *the Hell#h Secret; Hd 19 
'.VVherefore. having firſt Communicated ſome. 
artiof his! burden to one Mr. Peckam his private 

nend, -who had. often before warn'd him in- ge- 
neral of -the. dangerous courſe he was :in, by fo 
deeply ingaging in-all the former Seditious In- 
rigues; he was /by.him direQed: wo addreſs himidf 
to:the Lord Dartmouth, one of lus Mayeſties Privy: 
Council,: who remitted. him to Sir Leolyn Fenkems, 
Principal Secretary of State, before whom he gave 
his firit Information upon Oath, and in due im 
of Law, ion. the Twelfth of Fune in that Year. 
Bur the- intended Aflaſſmation, upon the firſt 
diſcloſing. of it, -appear'd re: be ſo prodigious a 
Barbarity,that his Majeſty tor fome time gave but 
very little Ear, and flow Credit to this Informa- 
tion, as little ſuſpe&ting as deferving ſuch. uſage 
trom the worſt of his Subjetts. 

 VVhich generous Caution that his Majeſty took, 
not to be impos'd on by New Rumours of Plots, 
and his Gracious Tenderneſs not to believe fo 11] 
of his very Enemies, but upon certain Demon- _ 
ſtration, was one of the chief Occaſions, - that di- 
vers of the principal Agitators and Managers of 
the whole buſineſs, took the Alarm, and got time 
co ſcatter and withdraw beyond the Seas. 


How- 


of the Horrid Conſpiracy. 


However, by Gods Providence continually 
watching over his Majeſties and theſe Nations 
ſafety, ſo many of the Traytors ſoon after fell 
into the Hands of Juſtice, who did either volun- 
tarily acknowledge their being Partakers of the 
Treaſon, or were Convided of it by Evident 
Proof; that henceforth who ever ſhall pretend nor 
to believe the "Truth of the whole, they muſt 
either be ſuch as were Parties in the Deſign, or 
ſo monſtrouſly unreaſonable, as to believe there 
never can be a Real Plot againit any Prince or 
State, but what does actually ſucceed and take 
eftect. 

Thus much 1s certain of this Conſpiracy, and 
it is ſo remarkable and extraordinary , that per- 
haps the like cannot be affirm'd of any other men- 
tion'd in all Hiſtory, that there was ſcarce a Man 
Attainted, or Executed for it, who did not, more 
or leſs, add fome new Light to the ſeveral parts 
of the dark Contrivance ; either by'a plain Con- 


feſſion of 1t, or by their very manner of denying | 


it ; and by the weakneſs of the Subterfuges, where- 

by they endeavour'd to palliate their Rh 
Upon the whole Matter, though his Majeſty 
doubts not but the T reaſonable Infe&ion was, 1n 
ſome degree or other, ſpread into moſt Quarters 
of theſe Kingdoms, amongft the Ringleaders of 
the Republican Clubs, - and lawleſs Conventicles 
in Town and Country ; there being no reaſon for 
any Man to think otherwiſe, fince ie was the 
w boaſt of their principal Factors, That more 
than Twenty Thouſand Perſons were made privy 
to the very bepdeiing of it, before the late Earl 
of Shaftsbury's Flight : Yet his Majeſty utterly 
D abhorring 
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abhorring that bare Suſpicions, though never fo 
probably grounded, ſhould prevail to conclude 
any Man Guilty, has reſolved no Refle&ion ſhall 
be made on the Fame of any, but only ſuch, . 
whoſe part in it was made out þy poſitive Teſti- 
mony. 

And inthe Kingdom of England, beſides the 
Earl of $ —_ who during his time, was 
the Prime Engineer in contriving and direing 
all the ſeveral Motions and Parts of the whole 
Conſpiracy ; next under him, the Perſons who 
are already Judicially tound to have been deeply 
concern'd as Actors, ſome in the Inſurrection 
part, others in the Aſſaſſination, divers of them 
in both together, are theſe, 

The Duke of «Monmouth, whom the Facti- 
ous Party had long Corrupted, and Alienated 
from his Duty and Gratitude to the King and 
his Royal Highneſs, by ſuggeſting and increaſing 
in him groundleſs Fears, and poys'ning his Mind 
with unjuſt and forbidden Hopes. 

The Lord Gray of Wark, who for ſome Years 
had been ingaged in the moſt furious Deſigns of 
the Fa&ion ; of late eſpecially, after he found 
that the Wickednels of his private Life could nei- 
ther be ſo well hidden, or go unpuniſh'd in a quiet 
State as in publick Diſturbances. | 

The late Earl of Eſſex, whoſe dark and turbu- 
lent Spirit and infatiable Ambition had carry'd 
him on to be one of the Principal Authors of' all 
the late Diſtractions in Publick Councils and Po- 
pular Heats againſt the Government : Till after 
many ſuch ill Pra&ices, unworthy the Son of ſuch 
2 Father, God left him at laſt to fall into this 


Precipice ; 
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for it more ſeverely, than the King could ever have 
found in his Heart .to do ,, had he but given his 
Majeſty time to make ule of the excellent Good- 
neſs of his Nature. Ea Fu 

The Lord Howard of Eſcrick, who had always 
been a buſte Promoter of Fanatical and Republi- 
can Projects for Alterations in Church and State ; 
and was therefore for a time the ſecond Fayourite 
of the Diſafte&ed, whilſt he was Impriſon'd with 
the Earl of Shaftsbury. Nor. did they ever make 
any Obje&ions againſt the Honeſty of his private 
Lite, till he came to the Honeſteſt part of it. 

The Lord Raſje!, a Perſon carried away be- 
yond his Duty and Allegiance into this Traiterous 
Enterpriſe,by a vain Air of Popularity, and a wild 
Suſpicion of loſing a great Eſtate by an imaginary 


return of Popery ; whereby he was the more ea- - 


fily ſeduced by the wicked "Teachers of that moſt 
Unchriſtian Doctrine, which has been the cauſe 
of ſo many Rebellions, and was ſo conformable 
to his Presbyterian Education , "That i « lawful 
to Reſiſt and Riſe againſt Soveraign Princes for 
Preſerving Religion. . | 

Colonel Algernon Sydney, who from his Youth 
had profeſt himſelf an Enemy to the Government 
of his Country, and had acted accordingly. As 
he lived, fo he died, a Stubborn Aſlertor of the 
Good Old Cauſe. 

Mr. fobn Hambden the Younger, who has re- 
new'd, and continued the Hereditary Maiguay 
of his Houſe againſt the Royal Family ; his Grand- 
father having been the molt Adiye Inſtrument to 


widen the Breach between the late bleſled KING 
D 2 and 


Precipice ; and permitted him to puniſh himſelf 
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and t:e ſeduced part of his People. The Uſur- 


per Cromwel often own d, T hat Mr. Hambden was 


Li 


the very Man who'advifed him to oppoſe the Fu- 
ftice and Honour of his Majeſties Cauſe, with an 
att:&ted Leal of Conſcience and pure Religion. 

S'r Themes 2Armfirony, a Debauciid Atheifti- 
ca! Bravo ; one of thoſe, who with an Hypocrific 
peculiar to: this Age, would have paſs'd for the 
molt forward Reformers of Church and State ; 
whilſt they themſelves both 1n their Practiſe and 
Opinions, were the greateſt Corrupters of Virtue, 
and all Good Manners. 

Lieutenant Colondl Yalcet, an Old Officer in 
Cromyel's Army ; who after Pardon and Indem- 
nify receiv'd, and a plentiful Eſtate ſecured to him 
by his Majeſttes moſt Happy Return , yet was 
atualiy ingaged in all the Plots againſt the Go- 
verriment ever fince : Particularly in that of 1rc- 
land ſome Years ago, 'to ſurprize the Caſtle of 
Dubin. He was Introduced by the Lord Howard, 
under the CliaraQer of a Stout and Able Officer, 
into a firit Familiarity with the Earl of Shafts- 
bury ; from whom. he never after parted till his 
Death ; accompanying him in his Flight into 
Holland, and returning thence with his Corps ; 
he and Fergrfon having this peculiar Mark of his 
Kindneſs, to be named Legatees in his Laſt Will 
and Feſtament, . as his ſpecial Friends. 

Colonel fobn Remzey, who had gotten Credit 
abroad in Portugal, by Its Courage and Skill in 
Military Afﬀairs. He was recommended to the 
Earl of Shaftsbary as a Soldier of Fortune, reſo- 
lute and fit for his turn in any deſperate Attempt. 
By Iis Majeſties Favour, upon his Royal High- 


neſles 


UM 


_— — — — _J_— —  — —w 


of the Horrid Conſpiracy. 


—— © — 


23. 


—__ —_—_— At. 


neſſes Interceſſion, he got poſle'd of a very con- 
ſiderable Office in the Cuſtoms of Briſtol ; which 
having fold, he afterwards moſt ungratefully be- 
came the faid Earls enfire Creature and Depen- 
dant. Nor was he ever a profeſs'd Papiſt, as; 
ſince his Confeſſion, the Party has given out that 
he was, according to their wonted Impudence of 
Lying. wNg 

Thomas Shepard Merchant of the City of Lon- 
don, one of a plentiful Eſtate, and eminent Re- 
pute, as any of his Rank on the Exchange : Bur 
a Violent Nonconfornuſt, and Diſciple of Fergu- 
on's. 

/ The two Goodenoughs, Richard and Francis, 
both Notorious Enemies of the Eſtabliſh'd Go- 
vernment in Church and State. During all the 
time of the Fatious Citizens molt furious Erup- 
tions againſt Authority, they had been both, tor 
ſome Years, by turns, Under-Sheriff of London 
and Middleſex ; fo that the whole wicked Myſtery 
and Trade of packing the Ignoramus Juries paſs'd 
through their Hands. | 

Major Holms, a Fifth-Monarchy-Man, an old 
Army-Officer, a Confident of Cromwel's, and 
Truſtee for his Family. In the late Times of 
Lifurpation he was a Major in the Engliſh Army 
in Scotland, where he became acquainted with the 
Earl of Argyle, and was ſince made intimate to 
all his Treaſonable Purpoſes. 

Richard Rumbald Maltſter, another old Arny- 
Officer, a deſperate and bloody Rawlliac, or" 
had often before laid Deſigns for the KIN G's 
Murder, which God as often prevented by ſome 


ſignal Providence. 


William 
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William Rumbald, his Brother worthy of ſuch 


2 Brother. 
Agron Smith, a tarious Fanatick, who amongſt 


many other Seditious Practices, was a Factious . 


Sollicitor for College the Joyner : and with unpara- 
lell'd boldneſs dared to menace the Government, 
and to put a Libel into that notorioys MalctaQors 
hands, before the Judges faces, at the very time 
of his Tryal : for which High Mifdemeanor, he 
has ſince fallen under the cenſure of the Law, 
William Hone, a Joyner, a melancholy En- 
thuſiaft, of Colleges Trade and Spirit ; who be- 
ſides a large Confeſſion of his and others ſhare 
in this Conſp:racy, did alſo frankly own at his 
Tryal and Death, that many Years before he 
had propaſed and delign'd the Rijlng ofthe King 
out of Gow-Steeple, as his Majeſty was paſſing to 
Guild-Hall. | 
fobn Rouſe, a buſie Agent in all the Tumul- 
tuous Proceedings of the City EleQtions. 
Zachary Bourn, a Brewer, Son to an obſtinate 


Independent, and he himſelf one of Ferguſon's 


Hoſts and Fanuliars. T homas Lea a Dyer, 4n- 
drew Þarber, both Anabaptiſts. However theſe 
three laſt mention'd did in ſome meaſure expiate 
their Guile, by their ingenious and voluntary 


Conteſſions. 
Fohn Ayleff a Lawyer, the very Man who in a 


 ſpightful defiance of his Majeſties Government, 


did many Years fince venture to put a French 
Wooden Shooe into the Speakers Chair of the 
Houſe of Commons. Nor has the reſt of his Life 
ſince come thort . of the un{utterable Inſfolence of 


that Action, 
Joſeph 
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Foſeph Tyley, Edward Norton, Edward Wade; 
Richard Nelthrop, Robert Weſt, all of them Re- 
publican Lawyers, their Hatred of the Govern- 
ment tranſporting them to be FaQtious, againſt the 
known Intereſt of their own Profeſſion. Theſe 
were all Men of Crafty Heads, and Nimble 
Tongues ; reſtleſs Spreaders of falſe News; bold 
Talkers in Seditious Clubs; where, according to 
the corrupt faſhion of thoſe Times, the moſts pro- 
fligace Perſons of all Conditions were wont openly 
to Arraign the Monarchy, and vilifie the Church; 
under the fair ſhows of amending both, -and a ten- 
der Concernment for the Publick Good: 

Next, in the Kingdom of Scotland, the Names 
of the chief Inſtruments, who are already proved 
to have tranſa&ed that part of the Conſpiracy un- 
der the Conduct and Influence of the late Earl of 
Argyle, and who fince, well nigh all to a Man; 
but thoſe that eſcaped on the firſt Notice of *the 
Diſcovery , have ' made ample Declarations of 
their Guilt, are theſe, + 
Sir Hugh and Sir Fohn Campbell, near Relati- 
ons of the ſaid Earls, and as mnauch the proteſs'd 
Enemies of their Countries Peace and Govern-=- 
ment; he 
Sir Fobn Corkran, Mr. Williani Baillie, Men 
egregiouſly diſafte&ed to the Government , and 
therefore of conſiderable Intereſt with its mioſt 
defperate Enemies in both. Kingdotns; 

Theſe, together with Minroe, were the Perſons 
deſired by the Engliſh Managers,/ to come up 
to London , and Treat of -a _Joitit» Conſpiracy 
with their Brethren. here,-[under lie; diſguiſe-of 
Planting Carolina, Ac the ſame time Lieutenant 
I” Colonel 
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Colonel Walcot was call'd out of Ireland for the 
fame end, but under colour of being the intend- 
ed Governour of that Plantation. T'o this pur- 
poſe they were firſt invited hither by the Earl of 
Shaftsbury, and after his Death again ſent for by 
a Particular Meſſenger. Accordingly they a&tu- 
ally came up and Negotiated here ſome time, in 
order to a firm Conjunction between the Traytors 
of both Nations for a general Riſing. Nor was 
the Treaty wholly broke off, or adjuſted, at the 
very time when the Diſcovery broke forth. 

To theſe are to be added, Fames Steuart, Son 
to Sir Fames Steuart ſometimes Provoſt of Eden- 
burgh. He was. fitted for ſuch a deſign by his 
hot and fiery Temper, and by his Education, and 
his Fathers Example.; who together with molt of 
his Relations, were violent Covenanters. This 
Man was the Author of the Libel call'd, The 
Scottiſh Oo—_ 

The Lord Metul,deſcended from Progenitors 
of ſuch Principles as have been ever againſt the 
Crown, when hog have fancied their Kings not 
Zealous for the Reformation. This Man had the 
Management of the Duke of Adonmouth's Afﬀairs 
in Scotland many Years : And when the Duke 
march'd againſt the Rebels near Bothwel-Bridge, 
the ſaid Mebkuil (as the Earl of Shaftsbury had ad- 
vis'd) ſent to them to Capitulate, aſſuring them, 
the Duke of Adonmouth had Orders to give them 


good Conditions ; and when they would not fub- 


mit, Aeboil was over-heard to ſay, That all was 
loft : For the Beating of them would loſe the faid 
Duke with; his Friends. in Englazd. 
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- Sir Patrick Hume of Polwart, who kept Cor- 
reſpondence with .Shaftsbury many Yeats,and had 
been formerly Impriſon'd in Scotland for Traiterous 
Expreſſions. | 

Coos Pringle Laird of T orwoodlie , a noted 
Fanatick, and of Antimonarchical Principles from 
his Infancy. 

" rre wie - Denham of Eaſt-Sheels,juſt ſuch another, 
but leſs cautious, and more head(trong. 

-----+ «Montgomery of Lenſhaw, a Covenanter 
to the higheſt degree of Bigottry. ; 

. Commilſlary Monroe, who had well ſervd his 
Majeſty in the Wars, as an aQtive, brave Maa t 
But upon ſome Injuries he pretended to have re- 
nv from the Duke of Lauderdail, he grew en- 
rag'd to ſuch a degree; as led him into theſe Cour- 
ſes ; which now make him ſo uneaſie to himſelf, 
that he has often 'd of his Keeperto kill him, 
for ſuch an ungraceftul Wretch ſhould not live. 
 Augh Scot f aird of (Gallowfheels, Fames Mur- 
ray Laird of Phrliphaugh, both zealous Sticklers 
for the Field-Conventicle-Meetings. 

Beſides theſe, the Principal Scottiſh Agents, 
there were divers other inferior Emiflaries of that 
Nation, who went to and fro to carry on the 
T raiterous Intercourſe berween Scotland and Eng- 
land, and with the Ear} of Argyle in Holland. 
Such as William Carſtares, a Scorch Conventicle- 
Preacher to a Numerous Meeting at  T heobalds, 
where Rumbald was his frequent Hearer.. - 
William Spence, who had been Comptroler, 
and was now Employed as Secretary to ' the 
Earl of Argyle , taken in ' Loydon runder the 
Name of. Butler, PE CLY1 1h tt 1 47 + 
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Jobn Nubet, born in Northumberland, bred up 
at the Univerſity of Edenburgh ; where he was 
the Leader of thoſe Seditious Students, who rais'd 
a Tumult upon occaſion of Burning the Pope in 
that City. Q 

But of all the Conſpirators, whether Engliſh 
or Scotch, the Man to whom next the late Earls 
of Shaftsbury and Argyle, belong'd the chief Place 
and Precedence in the whole Diabolical Deſign, 
was Robert Ferguſon a Scotch-Man ; he had been 
divers Years a fierce Independent-Preacher in the 
City of London, and had long Brandiſh'd his Poy - 
ſonous Tongue and Virulent Pen againſt the Go- 
vernment : He is -manifeſtly convicted to have 
had a Hand in the moſt Scandalous Libels of 
thoſe Times ; and was always particularly cheri- 
ſhed, magnified and corants At by the - ns for 
his peculiar Talent-in aſperfing the Government, 
and reviling his Majeſties Perſon. So that upon 
all Accounts, of his reſtleſs Spirit, fluent Tongue, 
ſubtil Brain, and helliſh Malice, he was perfealy 
qualified to be the great Incendiary, and common 
Agitator of the whole Conſpiracy ; and after 
Shaftsbury's Death, it cannot be denied but he was 
the Life and Soul of all, eſpecially for the carry- 
ing on of the Aſfaſſination. 

Theſe Perſons appear hitherto to have been the 
principal Contrivers or Inftruments of the whole 
organ, in the Kingdoms of England and Scot- 
and. 

Divers others there are, concerning wham more 
than Conjectural Proofs may be given of their 
being engaged in it : But his Majeſty is willing to 
ſpare'particular Names, as far as may ſtand with 
p00; —_ C7 WW 
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the Necellary, and Juſt Vindication of his Go- 
vernment. oo 

It may ſuffice, that of theſe his Majeſty has here 
allowed to be mention'd; the World is abundantly 
ſatisfied, that the ſeveral Shares they undertook 
in this Conſpiracy, were very agreeable to their 
former well known perverſe Principles, and de- 
clared Diſafte&ions to the Government; 

It is therefore certain that in the Year 1682, 

before; and eſpecially after Aidſummer-Day; 
when the great Buſineſs of Ele&ing the City 
Sheriffs came of courſe to be Agitated ; the whole 
Factious Intereſt in and about the Town, prepared 
to employ the Main of their Power and Craft in 
preventing the Swearing of the True Sheriffs, on 
the Michaelmas-Day enſuing, 
All which time nothing was omitted by the 
Diſloyal Citizens, and great Numbers of Stran- 
gers unduly mingled with them in all their Aſlem- 
blies, ta elude or terrifie the Honeſt Zeal of the 
Loyal, and to deceive and gain over the doubt- 
ful Members of the City ; Whether by direct 
or indire& ways, it matter'd not : For juſt about 
that time the New and Deviliſh Invention came 
to be moſt in Vogue, by which they made the 
receiving all Oaths, and taking the very Bleſſed 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, to be only an In- 
ſtrument for the promoting their pretended Godly 
Deſigns. 

V Vherefore in that ſpace of time, all 1magina- 
ble prophane, and ſeemingly holy Cheats and Pre- 
varications were praftis'd : All forts of Arms ne- 
ver before known to be procured in ſuch Quan- 


fities by private Perſons ; ſuch as Blunderbuſſles, 
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Stee! Armour cover'd with Silk, and the like, were 
carefully ſought after, and bought up : The moſt 
impiobable falſe Rumours fill'd every Street ; That 
now all true Proteſtants were to be Maſlacred in 
an inſtant ; That ſuch Skerifts were Nominated, 
as had conſented to be the Executioners; That 
Popery was ſpeedily to be Introduced barefac'd, 
and in Triumph ; That all faithful Adherentsto 
the Government were but Papiſts in Maſcarade : 
Popery being ſtill made the Word of Alarm to 
excite and exaſperatethe Populace : Though it is 
manifeſt, the Authors of all thoſe Clamours 
againſt Popery , never intended its Suppreſſion : 
For that would not have confiſted with their De- 
ſign, which was, by the Popular Dread of it, 
upon all Occaſions to ſhake the Crown, and un- 
dermine the Church of England. 

The Truth 1s, to ſuch a heighth of Arrogance 
were things grown on their fide , that whoever 
ſhall indifterently reflect on the dangerous Devi- 
ces, ſlanderous Reports and Writings, and other 
violent Emotions of the whole Party, that Sum- 
merin the City, they will have juſt cauſe to con- 
clude; that the courſe of their Proceedings was 
not ſo much a Civil Struggle againſt their Fellow- 
Citizens for Victory in the Peaceable Choice of 
Two ſubordinate Officers of Juſtice, asa Deciſive 
Contention for a Maſtery over the whole Govern- 
ment. 

Yet however cunningly the Train was laid, it 
took no effect but on themſelves. The Noiſe and 
Rage of all their Mutinous Routs in Taverns and 
Cofttee-Houſes vaniſh'd into Air. Sir John Moor 


the Lord Mayor,together with the greater number 
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of wiſer, richer, and better Citizens, underſtood 
rightly, and ſtuck unmoveably to the Kingdoms, 
and their own true Intereſt, Mr. X\orth and 
Mr. Rich were quietly admitted, and ſworn She- 
riffs at the appointed time, with the uſual Solem- 
nikies, 

Immediately after this, the very ſame Night the 
Earl of Shaftsbury privately withdrew from his own 
Houſe, redoubling his old Exclamations of Popery, 
Tyranny, Superſtition , Idolatry , Oppreflions, 

Murders, Iriſh Witnefles ; of whoſe Subornation 
no Man 1n the three Kingdoms could have given 
- a moreexad& account than himſelf. 

Whilſt he thus lay ſecret in the City, Romzey, 
Walcot, Ferguſon, Goodenough, and other his Com- 
plices, daily frequenting him, they applied them- 
ſelves with all diligence to expedite the Rebellious 
Work before projected : His Vain-glory, and the 
Conceit of his own Dexterity, and his former con- 
ſtant ſucceſs in making Contuſions, inclining him 
to fancy, what his Flatterers ſuggeſted, That the 
whole ( ity and Kingdom were at his beck , and upon 
the holding up of hu Finger, would preſently "ie In 
Arms to Extirpate the T wo Brothers, Slavery and 
Popery, as they were lewdly wont, in their private 
Debauches, to ſtyle the King and his Royal High- 
nels. 

The ſaid Earl of S$ haftsbury had ſome time be- 
fore ſet on Foot-a Treaty with the Earl of Argyle, 
who , after his eſcape out of Edenburgh-Caſtle, 
came privily to London, held divers Meetings with 
the Confederates, and offer'd, That for 30000 /. 
Sterling he would make a ſturdy Commotion 1n 


Scotland, But the Sum of Money demanded be- 
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ing ſo conl1derable, and many other Scruples ſtart- 
ed, and unforeſeen Difficulnes riſing, which could 
not {o preſently be removed , as Argyle's preſſing 
danger required, he firſt quitted the Field, and 
retired into Holland,with intention there at a greater 
diſtance, and more ſecurity, to renew and proſe- 
cute the ſame Propoſal. | 


About that time alſo both ways of deſtroying 
theſe Kingdoms were brought under their Conſi- 
deration, the general way of an Inſurre&tion, and 
the more compendious way, as they call'd it, of 
Aſaſſinating the King and Duke in their return 
that October from Newmarket. The Inſurre&ion 
was inſtantly promoted on all Hands, in Town 
and Country. But the Affaſſination having then 
not been ſoon enough thought on, went no farcher 
than Diſcourſe , to be afterwards reſumed , and 
more deliberately provided for againſt the next 


Opportunity. 


In the mean while the long-expeQed Michael- 
mas-Day being thus calmly paſsd, and the New 
Sheritts having raken a peaceable Poſſeſſion of that 


Power, whoſe Influence on the whole Nation the 


ſaid Earl of Shaftsbury well underſtoad, no Man 
better : Then he began on a ſudden to have a 
quicker and ſharper ſenſe of the urgent State of 
their common Aﬀeairs, eſpecially of Nis own Im- 
minent Peril, and to accuſe the reſt of the Con- 
tederates of Backwardneſs, it not of Treachery in 
the Publick Cauſe : Firſt Communicating his 
Suſpicions and Jealouſies to the Lord Howard, 
who had been fo lately the Companion of his Re- 
ſtraint, and Goal-Delivery. 

The 
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| The Lord Howard was retird ſome Days before 


into Eſſex, waiting the reſult of that greae. Day in 
the City , whence he receriv'd frequent intimations 
from his Friends of the Faction, .in a Style obſcure; 
but by him 'well underſtood and concerted be- 
tween them ; That now the buſineſs which had 
been Tranſacting ſo long amongſt his Correſpon- 
dents, was coming to good Iflue, and: call'd : tor. 
his ſpeedy preſence: BOY n 

That occaſioned his return on the fame Mi- 
chaelmas-Day, and = after; Walcot came 
to him from the Earl of Shaftsbary with a Meſ- 
ſage expreſſing his earneſt deſire to ſpeak with 
him in his Concealment at one Watſon's 'in Wood- 
freed. - 

Accordingly the Lord Howard giving him a 
Viſit, the ſubſtance of che faid'Earl's firſt diſcourſe 
with him, was, That finding the Due EleQtions; 
as he call 'd them; of the City fruſtrated, and the 
Pſeudo-Sherifts eſtabliſh'd; he could no longer 
think any honeſt Man fafe ;. and had therefore hid 


himſelf there, laving firſt made what Preparati- - 


ons were needful for a ſudden Riſing : That ma- 
ny Thouſands were ready in the City to Maſter 
the Gates, and attack Whitehal : That they with- 
in were to be aſſiſted from the Countries adjacent 
with 1000 or 1200 Horſe under good Officers, 
Only he complained of the Duke of Monmaith's 


and the other great Mens backwardneſs, who had 


promiſed, by Riſing in other remote Counties at 
the ſame time, to give a Diverſion to the ſtanding 
Forces: 4 $230k | 

The Sum of thisthe Lord Howard the:next day 
Communicated to. the-ſaid Duke ; who alſo - 
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his part complain'd of the Earl of Shaftsbury's a&- 
ing of late on a ſeparate Bottom, and that his pre- 
ſent Fears had blinded his uſual Prudence ; and 
therefore he required a ſpeedy Meeting with him, 
to re-eſtabliſh a better Underſtanding and Union 
of Counſels between them all for the future. 
This Diſcourſe being reported back to the ſaid 
Earl, he replied, His People were impatient of 
longer delays, having advanc'd ſo far, that there was 
no retreat ; the Defign being imparted to ſo many, 
that it was impoſſible but it would quickly take Air. 
Upon this he proceeded to declare his vehement 
ſuſpicion of the Duke of Monmouth ; T hat his Di- 
latorineſs proceeded from ſome private Correſpondence 
between him and hu «M, tieh, : That it was to be 


fear'd the ſaid Duke atted with a proſpett very dif- 
ferent from theirs ; only minding the Advancement 


of himſelf : whereas his own Reſolutions were, that 
ſince it was now manifeſt their Liberties were no more 
to be ſecurd but under a Commonwealth , he alone 
with his Intereſt would attempt the Delrverance of his 
(Country: If the reſt of the Lords would concur with 
him, they might ſhare in the Glory ; elſe he hoped 
he ſhould be. able to effett the Work without them, by 
the help of an honeſt bruk Party in the City. 
Upon this Anſwer the Duke of Monmonth, fuſ- 
pedting that before their People could be ready in 
the Country,the Earl of Shaftsbury's unſeaſonable 
Anxiety for his own Safety might put him on at- 
tempting ſome raſh Action in London , which 
would be eaſily quell'd by the form'd and diſci- 
plin'd Guards, and fo the whole Deſign might be 
ſtifled in a moment ; he did therefore the more 
carneſtly preſs the Lord Howard to make another 
eflay to procure an Interview, The 
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The Lord Howard did fo, and got from the 
ſaid Earl a promiſe of meeting the Confederate 
Lords the next Day in the Evening ; which yer, 
when the time came , he put oft with an excuſe 
by Colonel Komxey. 

However, ſome Days after they did meet ; 
their Differences were in ſome ur piec'd up, 
and they began to act jointly again towards a ſpee- 
dy Inſurre&tion. 

To this purpoſe ſeveral Days were propoſed. 
One about the latter end of: Offober, but it was 
delay'd a little longer, till the Concurrence of the 
ſeveral Counties ould be fignified up : Then that 
of Queen Elizabeth, being Novemb. 17. was 
named, but reje&ed, becauſe all his Majeſties 
Guards were commonly in Arms to ny and 
ſuppreſs the wonted Tumults of the Rabble on 
that Day. 

At laſt the Nineteenth of November was fixt 
on ; which happening that Year to be on a Sun- 
day, whilſt ſome excepted againſt it for that rea- 
ſon, Ferguſon with his uſual impious Virulency 
—_—_ That the Santtity of the Day was ſuitable 
to the Sanftity of the Work. 


The Day being thus determin'd, they all pre- 


ſently fell to prepare as their ſeveral parts were al- 
lotted : Eſpecially the great Managers held Aſ- 
ſemblies to receive Accounts, how the Counties 
were diſpos'd, and to conſult upon ſurprizing the 
Guards ; for which -end the-Duke of Adonmonth, 
the Lord Gray, and Sir Thomas Armſtrong, un- 
dertook to view the poſture of their Quarters, and 
reported back to their Pnggny, T hat the ſelzing 
C3 


them was a thing very feaſible ; which very parti- 
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cular the Duke of Monmouth afterwards confeſs'd 
in ſo many words to his Majeſty, when he ren- 
dred himſelf. | 
_ In che mean time the Earl of Shaftsbury was 
very uneaſie , and weary of lurking in Holes, 
where every ſound and breath of Air began to 
frighten him. Wherefore with repeated and im- 
portunate Meſlages he preſs'd the 'other Lords to 
keep to their Day ; expoſtulating with them up- 
on their former ſlowneſs, whereby they had lot 
ſo many advantageous Opportunities. The caſe 
being now ſo much alter'd, that he, who once 
'preſum'd his driving out the Ang would prove 
but a leiſurely walk to him ; when *the danger 
drew near himſelf, was become fo apprehenltve, 
and raſh, as not to afford his own wicked Coun- 
ſels leifure enough to come to any tolerable Ma- 
turity. | 
Atlength one Day, when their great Council 
about London was aflembled ar Shepard's Houſe in 
eAbchurch-Lane , the ſaid Earl ſent Colonel Rom- 
' Fey to quicken their Debates, and once for all to 
learn the reſult of their final Determinations. But 
they having juſt before received ſeveral Advices 
out of the VVeſt, that their Friends there, eſpe- 
cially in T aunton and Devonſhire, could not poſſ1- 
bly be ready on ſo ſhort a warning, a0) veel 
ſent him back ſuch word ; concluding it could 
- not be helpt, but he and they muſt be content to 
reſpite the time of Execution to a longer day. 
This poſitive Anſwer broke all his Meaſures, 
and made hum inſtantly reſolve to leave England. 
VVheretore firſt he removed his lodging into Wap- 
ping ; Then, the very Night that place was Burnt, 
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bzing alſo the Night. of the fame:1geh Day of 
Nevember on-which he:had expected 'to ſer the 
whole Nationijn a Flame, he privately ſculk'd 
down the Ruver ;- Attended only by /the two 
chief Complices and Witneſſes -vf his T reaſons; 
Walcot and Ferguſon ; the latter of them having 
been'forc'd for lome time before:to abſcond too; be- 
cauſe of a V Varrant out agamſt him, for Pub- 
liſhing ſome one, or other of his many ''Treaſon- 
able Pamphlets. _ © euirtt El 
That wasthe Jaſt conſiderable Effore made by 
the Earl of Shaftsbury , ' againſt the King) and 
Kingdom. Aﬀeer this, .nothing tmore- was heard 
of him, bue that being-gbt into Holland in'a Panick 
fright, he lived obſcurely and ſoon after died in 
Amſterdam ; having tew or | no: other Compani- 
ons of the laſt: part of his Life, but ſeveral niſe- 
rable Engliſh and Scoteh. Fugitives, who had for- 
merly. been the Inſtruments” of; his Trayterous 
Practiſes, and were forc'd. to fly the ſtroke of Ju- 
ſtice, . on that: Account : So that he could not 
but know, that all choſe about him in his Sick- 
neſs and Death, had Juſt reaſon to hate, and 
curſe. him, as their principal Seducer and cauſe 
of their Ruine; 0 
Nor can ſuch an end of ſuch a Life be. juſtly 
refle&ted on, without a ſpecial Adoration of the 
ſecret Counſels of the Divine Providence. - That 
he, who a little before was generally eſteem'd the 
Head, and ProteRor -of all the Fa&ious in the 
Kingdom, whom he vouchfafed to diſtinguiſh 
and Honour by the File of VVorthy, Men, 
andthe Terror and Scourges of all the Good, and 
the Layal, whom he mar _— and deſign'd oa 
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Deſtraftion and Slaughter , under the Name of 
Men worthy : Hewho, in his own conceit, had 
ſo much the abſolute diſpoſal of the Hearts and 
Hands of all the Diſafteted, as to be able to ſub- 
vert the Eſtabliſh'd Government, when he plea- 
ſed, and had really once gone very far to effect 
it, had 'not his own Preſumption Defeated his 
Malice ; That this very Man, having ſeen all his 
hopes, and contrivances da{h'd in Pieces at home, 
ſhould have nothing left to do, bur to take ſhelter, 
in that Commonwealth, which in his former 
Greatneſs, he had ſo mortally provok'd ; there ts 
lead a Life of Diſgrace and Miſery, and to Dye 
neglefed in a Country of which he had formerly 
expreſs'd ſo great 4 Hatred : And yet ſtill rerain- 
ing ſo much Venemous Rancour againſt his moſt 
Gracious Maſter, as to profeſs with hs laſt Breath, 
that he had deſervedly receiv'd his DeathsWound, 
meaning the bruiſe in his Side and now his Death 
in that Country, where he had done his own fo 
much Miſchief; VVhen he was one of the Com- 
miſſioners ſent thither, in the Yeat 1660, to in- 


_ vite his Majeſty home my and without Terms, 


After this, though the Earl of .Shaftsbury was 
gone, yet the impreſſions of Miſchief he had left 
behind on the minds of the Confederates, would 
not ſo ealily vaniſh. They ſoon reflefted on his 
laſt adviſe, that ſo, many having been made Con- 
ſcious to the Defign, they ſhould certainly find 
more ſafety in puſhing it on boldy, than in too late 
a Retreat. LUponthis immediately they recover'd 
their Spirits and Reſolution, which his haſty flight 
had ſomewhat Damp'd ; thenceforth they renew- 
ed their Confultations with greater vigour ”_ 
| before : 


- 
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before : The Principal Managers having their 
frequent Meetings, as alſo the inferior Inſtru- 
ments theirs : whilſt ſome of each Number gave 


ſecret intimations to the other of what was paſſing 


in their ſeparate Aſſemblies.  . | 
Of the great Council of | Six; the Conſults 
that have been hitherto plainly reſtifi'd' and {worn 
to; were thoſe at Mr: Hambdens, at the Lord 
Ruſſels; and at Mr: Shepherds, The Subordinate 
Cabals were kept in divers places in and about the 
City 3.. As in the December of that Year , at Co- 
lonel Romzey's Houſe in the Soho Square; . in the 
next February at Weſt's Chamber m the Temple, 
about which time it was agreed . that Fergu/on 
ſhonld be ſent for; as he was, and came over ac- 
cordingly. Then their Meetings were more fre- 
querit upon the Kings being at Newmarket , and 
after : Lliually at Weſt's. Lodgings; for the conve- 
niency of its ſituation ; Or in common Taverns ; 
As at the Miter within Aldgate; The Horſe- 
Shove on Tower-Hill ; The Fortune ft Wapping ; 
The Syracnſa-Houfe ; The Kings-head in Atherſt- 
Alley ; the Salutationand the George in Lumbard- 
Street on Fune the Twelfth, the very Day of the 
Diſcovery, they met at the. Sun-1 avern behind 
- the Exchange ; on Fune 14 they met at Bailly of 
Ferviſwood's Chamber, and again in . Bartholo- 
mew-Lane, and at the Green-Dragon on Snow-hill ; 
and fo continued to do ſome where or other, till 
they totally diſpers'd from Walcot's Lodging in 
(Foodman's Field: | 
Their Meetings being ſo: generally in places of 
Publick Entertainment ; Therefore to prevent 
- the Obſervation of Drawers and Servants, they 


often 
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ofteiy dildaurtd pi ther whote Bloody Buſineſs; i 
a Canting:kanguage of thew own making. 


he kang {| was.>/ametimes | call d the:Church* 
Waigen of Witebalo:wiF be Kmg and Duke the 


Bl&-Bird and the Geld frindb/; the Captain and 


t2IatchantsPraviions ot Arms , 4S Biunderbuſſe: 2 
Adfets; of EIOOY the aifzuis d 
Nanjes-of; Sway-Qritte,.\GoojedO wills, Crow (nil, 
The :Jnjurrectian wasRyied tlie Geieral Font, 
the: Alaſſinanon: the .Lopping- Home; and. 91riking 
a the: Head. And tbecauſe: feveral of the Con- 
fmiratars. were Lawyers; it was fometines agreed; 
thac their wicked Intentions againſt the King and 
the -Duke ſhould be -veil'd under. :the'*Ferms of 
Difeifing him in Pofleſſion-, and-:barring him ut 
Remainder: At other times'the Killing of both 
paſs.d for Executing:a Bargain and Sale, as being 
a ſhort. manner of Conveyance'; and the Riling 
m-Arms,. as the- longer; and more tedious way, 
tor. Executing a Leaſe and Relcaſe. ' The Vil- 
lains thus wanzonly abuſing the Innocent Terms 
of the Excellent Profeſſion of the Common Laws 
of England, to cover their horrid Deſigns againſt 
his Mapſties Perſon and Crown, whoſe Prefer- 
vation and Proſperity is the great end and ſenſe of 
all thoſe Laws. | 

- . But for the moſt part , when they were free 
and amongſt.chemſelves, they diſcours'd of the 
whole Contrivance in plain Language, and with- 
out referve_: their common Healths being: fuch as 
theſe; To the Man who firſt draws his Sword againſt 
Popery ' and Slavery, w defence of the Proteſtant 
Religion. : Confuſion to the two Brothers, Fopery 


and' Slavery ; explaining the ſame to be meant of 


the 
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the Royal Brothers of J// hitchal. And when ſome 
of them, who were leſs harden'd in Cruelty, ex- 
preſs'd ſome kind of Conſternation and Dread of 
the Conſequences of-lo dire a Stroak, and'defir'd 
the Infamy of it might be thrown on the Papiſts ; 
others, particularly F, erguſon, declared,T hey thought 
the Attion too good to have the Papiſts carry away the 
Honour of it ; and often applauded it as a Glorious 
Work ; T hat it would be an Admonition to all Princes 
to take heed how they Oppreſſed their Subjetts ; That 
he boped to ſee the Fatt rewarded by a Parliament , 


and the eAtors in it have the Honour of $ fathes 


Erected to them, and the Title o Preſervers of their 
Country. So alſo when Nelthrop, Walcot, and 
ſome few others readily declar'd themſelves willing 
to joyn in the Inſurrection, but ſhrunk a little at 
firſt at the horrour of the Aſſaſſination, R. Rum- 
bald and R. Goodenough with monſtrous Impiety 
maintain'd The Kings and the Dukes «Murder 
as the more Pious Deſign of the two, and recom- 
mended it as keeping one of the Ten Commandments, 
and the beſt way to prevent ſhedding Chriſtian 
Blood. 
In theſe their private Cabals, the Matters they 
promiſcuouſly treated of , were Either a General 
Inſurrettion, or the Aſſaſſination of the Kings and 
his Reyal Highneſſes Perſon. Of the Aſaſſi- 
nation divers ways were conlulted , till they 
fix'd on that of the Rye. The Infurre&tion. was 
propoſed to be made at the ſame time in Eng- 
land and Scotland. The adjuſting that part of it, 
which related to Scotland, was chiefly under the 
care of the Council of Six, and manag'd by Com- 
miſſioners of both Nations fitting in London : = 
whic 
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which Particulars are fo circumſtannally ſet forth, 
ſo often repeated, and demonſtrably confirm'd in 
che enſuing Evidences , that it will be ſufficient 
here only to dire& the Readers Obſervation, by 
giving a brief Summary of the whole. 

Towards an Inſurre&ion throughout England, 
they laid the greateſt ſtreſs on the City of Lon- 
don ; not doubting but if that were once ſecurd 
to them, the reſt of the Nation muſt of courſe 
fall in ; taking incouragement and . example in 
this, as in many other things, from the curſed 
Methods of the Unnatural Rebellion in the late 
Kings time. 

The City of-London therefore was carefully di- 
vided by them into Twenty parts ; and to that 
parpoes one of the largeſt Maps of the City and 

iberties was hung up in Weſt's Chamber, the 

molt uſual place of their Rendezvouzes ; the ma- 
king the ſeveral Partitions and Allotments of the 
whole, being committed to Richard Goodenough, 
who by reaſon of his univerſal acquaintance, as 
having been ſo often Under-Sheriff, was judg'd 
the fitteſt Man of the whole Party for that 
Work. 
. The City being thus divided, it was agreed, 
that every Diviſion ſhould be aſſign'd to ſome one 
principal Man of greateſt Truſt, Courage and 
Condud ; each of thoſe Twenty was to chuſe 
Nine or Ten, or more, in whom they could 
confide. .Theſe were to have the inſpeQion of 
the ſeveral Under-walks, and from time to time 
to make returns of their Numbersand Strength ; 
and when the Liſt was finiſh'd, it was to be com- 
municated to the ſupreme Managers. 
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By this means they made no queſtion but they 


ſhould have'a felect Body of at leaft 'Efght or Ten 
Thouſand approved and well appointed 'Men to 
make the firlt Onſfer ; Goodenongh alohethavins 
aſſur'd them, that our of ſeven Divilions only; 
there were 3000 Refolute Men prepar'd to 6 
ready at an hours warning. eats 

Fox the increaſing their Numbers, and draw- 
ing in new Converts, this one general Rule was 
carefully preſcribed, That the bottonr of the De- 
ſign ſhould in'the beginning be warily conceaF'd 
trom all Perſons with whom they treated.” Firft, 
their Inclinations were to be try'd by 'gradual Ini! 
{inuations, and plaufible Diſcourſes ar 4+ diftance, 
till they had' gain'd a' fall affurance of-their Fide- 
lity. They were to be ask'd,- What they wonlt 
or could do, in caſe of 4 Foreign Invaſion ? When 
it was *anſwer'd, They woul? ' readily affiſt againſt 
any Common Enemy : Then t was next to be de- 
manded, Whether they would contribute the aſitance 
of their Perſons, or Purſes, or both * That being al- 
ſo determined, it was to'be farcher inquired, What 
Furniture of Arms, Horſes, and Money they had in 
readineſs * What Friends they could engage * And 
if theſe Queſtions were reſolved 'according'to their 
Minds, then the whole Myſtery of the” Villany 
was-to be frankly diſcloſed. They wet&-tb'be told 
in down-right terms, Phat thete wag "already an 
Oppreſſion and Foree' pon a they had); That 
there was an actual Invaſio 58 the'Fa#hſh Li- 


bertics, Properties and: Confſdietices *' That the” 
m—_ 


only Obligation the Subje& hras/ts the King, is a 
Mutual Qovenant ; That this Covenat'was'ma- 
mteſtly broken on the Kings pait ; That therefore 
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the People were free from all Oaths, or other ryecs 
of Fealty and Allegiance, and had the Natural 
Liberty reſtored to them of aſſerting their awn 
Rights, and as juſtly ar leaſt againſt a Domeſtick, 
as again{t Foreign Invaders. | 
The way being thus made fo found and pre- 
pare the Diſpoſitions of ill Men for any Violent 
Enterprize ; the next thing that came under De- 
liberation. was Mony, For that, ſeveral of the 
particular Conſpirators declared, they had con- 
fiderable Sums of their own, or depoſited with 
them, which were ready, and might be call'd for 
on Occaſion ; That great Subſcriptions had been 
made of divers Thouſands of Pounds, which when 
the time of Aion drew neer, were to be diſtri- 
buted amongſt the Chief of the Twenty Diviſi- 
ons; That this would be enough to make provi- 
ſion for a ſudden Puſh : But if the bufineſs ſacceed- 
ed, Half a Years Rent of the Chimney-Mony 
would be due, befides what the Exciſe-Office 
and the Cuſtom-Houſe might afford : That all the 
Mony and Plate in, Lumbard-ſtreet, and what was 
in the poſſeſſion of the Bankers, Goldſmiths, and 
other VVealthy Men in London, or the Suburbs, 
was either to bo ſeizd on as a juſt Forfeiture, or 
Borrowed under the Name of the Old, and An- 
tiquated Cheat of the Publick Faith. Particularly 
Ferguſon, | whoſe conſtant Cuſtom it ,was, in all 
their Conſults, to out-doall the reſt by ſome pe- 
culiar Circumſtance of Cruelty of his own In- 


vention, addedon this Head, That little or no- 


thing was to be expected from the Old Rich Citi- 
Zens ; that therefore Five or Six of them were to 
be kill'd at firſt, and their Eſtates given to the 
Mobile, to terrifie the reſt, The 
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The next neceflary Proviſion they debated on 
was Arms. And it is notoriouſly known, the 
whole Party had tor a_long time before, been ga- 
thering great abundance of all Sorts: All nd 
bly with the ſame proſpe&, and in the ſame Pro- 
pee” for their Parts in the Conſpiracy, as the 

ord Gray had done for his, though they hap- 
pen'd not all to be fo manifeſtly dete&ed. For a 
good while before any Conſpiracy was ſuſpe&ed 
by his Majeſty, or his Miniſters, the ſaid Lord 
was found to have by him, hid under other Com- 
mon Furniture in a dark Garret, above Fourſcore 
Compleat Arms in his Private Ciry-Houlſe, 
where no open Robbery or Aflaule could be fear'd ; 
and by conſequence, there could not be the leaſt 
ſhadow of pretence that they were laid in there 
for his own lawful uſe or defence. - 

But beſides theſe Stores, which they had every 
one made for themſelves ; it was refolv'd at the ve= 
ry firſt to attempt the Publick Magazins in and 


about the City ; Particularly that in the Artillery- * 


Ground, where a conſiderable Number of Ex- 
cellent Arms were commonly uy without a 
Guard, for the frequent exerciſes of the Citizens, 

Many thoughts alſo were ſpent how to engage 
the Seamen to their Side. To this end ſeyeral 
Riotous Meetings were made at Wapping , the 
greateſt Men amongſt them riot diſdaining there 
to Feaſt and Cajole the Rabble ; often ſtyling that 
. Scum of People they there met with, their honeſt 
Wapping Friends. Beſides this, ſome Sea Cap- 
tains were tamper'd with, and a Golden Ball was 


propoſed to be hurl'd upon Black-Heath ; none 


queſtioning but the Sea men,aflembled at chat ſport, 
TT s © Rn 


= hf. a » WY 


46 A- True Account 


would declare' for them as one Man ; upon a 
eroundleſs fancy, that they were of themſelves 
Ivghly d:{contented, and ready to Mutiny for 


want of Pay. 


Though it muſt be ſaid, and his Majeſty does 
hereby publickly own, that their Practiſes with 
the Seamen met with the leaſt ſucceſs.of any. Nor 
is it imaginable, the brave Race of Engliſh Ma- 
riners ſhould ever prove falſe to his Majeſty, who 
has cheriſh'd, incourag'd, and ——_— that Pro- 
teſſion more than all the Kings of England have 
done ſince the Conqueſt ; his Majeſty well un- 
derftanding that the Safety, Riches and Honour 
of this Kingdom depend moſt on its Maritime 
Greatneſs. 


However, the Conſpirators not in the leaſt 
_ doubting but they ſhould have ſufficienn Num- 
bers to make a ſtand, and give time to others to 
come in, and declare; their Rendezvouſes were 
appointed in the chief Piazza's, and moſt of the 
convenient Peſts of London and Weſtminſter ,whence 
they might at once Attack the Bridge, the Ex- 
changes, the Guards, the Savoy, Whitehdl and the 
Tower ; and they had ready in Town about 100 
of  Cromwel's old Officers to Head and Govern 
the mixt Multitude as ſoon as they ſhould appear 
in Arms. ; 
At the ſame time a Party of 500 Horſe was 
to come out of the Country to ſcour the Streets ; 
and immediately Barricadoes were to be made : 
the Horles of Hackney-Coaches, and other Stran- 
gers were to be ſeiz'd on : the Horſe-Guards not 


actually mounted to be ſurpriz'd in their ſeveral 
Stables : 
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Stables : the Churches to be broken open, and 
uſed as St. Pauls was 1n the late Times. 

Ferguſon had allo often afſur'd them, He could 
promiſe for Three Hundred Scots to be ready at a 
day ; affirming, That ſuch a Number, moſt of 
them I Men, reſided about Town, 
as Fourney-Men in arvers Trades, and were to be 
(ommanded by Ten or Twelve Gentlemen of that 
Nation: Adding, T hat ſome Hundreds more went 
about the Country with Packs, taking that way to 
get and carry Intelligence, as well as for a Lively- 
hood. | 

Upon ſuppoſition of this Strength, Whitehal was 
to be aſſaulted at once by one Party from the 
Strand, by another on the back-{ide trom Weſt- 
minſter, and on the River by Water-Men in Boats 
with Hand-Granadoes. And in confidence that 
his Majeſty and the. whole Court would ſpeedily 
either be taken or flee, there were diſtin& Parties 
aſſign'd to way-lay them on the Road either to 
Windſor or Portſmouth, 

Their principal Aim being to furprize the Tower, 
as 4 Place molt able to annoy them, and where 
there lay great Magazines an Stores of Ammuni- 
tion to furniſh them, they had mauy Debates of 
Stratagems propoſed on that ſubject. 

. One was to be perform'd by Night; by firing 
a parcel of Fagots to burn down the Gartes, whilſt 
a ſtrong Party without was to be ready to make 
2 brisk Attack in the firſt Confuſion of the Ga- 
riſon, 

Another to be Executed about Two in the AF- 
ternoon, thus : One Party privately Arm'd was 


to go ſee the Armory, another the Lyons : The 
firſt 
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firſt to return into the Sucler's Houſe by the Gate * 
At the ſame time, ſome were to come in Coaches 
or pretence of viſiting the Lords then Priſoners * 
Thoſe in the Sutler's Houfe were to Iflue out, and 
kill a Horſe , or overthrow a Coach juſt in the 
paſſage: Then both Parties to joyn, and ſeize on 
the Guards ; and by a fign given, upon the 
Coaches over-turning, Two or Three Hundred 
Men, lodg'd in Houſes thereby, were to come in 
and ſecond the reſt. | 

Another was, that ſome of the Conſpirators, as 
Conſtables, and Officers of Juſtice, ſhould bring 
in others as Offtendors, and that ſeveral ſhould en- 
ter feined Adions one againlt the other i St. Ca- 
tharines-Court, then held in the Tower : On the 
Court-Day others were to come in as Plaintifk, 
Defendents, and Witnefles , who joyning with 
thoſe that ſeem'd to come - out of Curiolity, all 
theſe might be ſeconded by a like Party prepar'd 
from ne ach. ; the over-turning a Coach being 
likewiſe made uſe of in this Caſe. Which ſoever 
of theſe ways ſhould happen to be attempted, the 
Lord Dartmouth , Maſter-General of the Ord- 
nance was innnediately to be diſpatch'd, as one 
whoſe Bravery and Courage they fear d would 


= t him to blow up the great Magazine of 


owder there, and ſo bury them with himſelf in 
the Ruine, if he found he could not other wayy 
reſiſt them, | 
Beſides ſecuring to themſelves by theſe means 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, which was 
their greateſt care ; they had alſo under Conſide- 
ration the raiſing Commotions at the ſame time in 
divers other parts of England: Eſpecially in thoſe 


Counties 
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Counties of the Weſt and North; which they be- 
lieved the Duke of «Monmouth's Progrefles had 
molt inclined to their Fa&tious Intereſt. 

In every County ſome one Great Man was to 
put himſelf at the Head of the Rebellion , and 
divers of them had their proper Stations ap- 
pointed. | 

Particularly of Newcaſtle they made themſelves 
ſure ; and laid great ſtreſs upon it, by reaſon of 
its Vicinity to Scotland, and the Influence its Coal- 
Pits have on the City of London, | 

In Cheſhire they x Sealer a numerous A(- 
ſiſtance ; that being the County in which the Earl 
of Shaftsbury had formerly adviſed the TInſurreQi- 
on ſhould begin, and a Free Parliament be declar'd 
for, at the time of the Duke of donmouth's going 
thicher in one of his Mock Trumphs, . 

Portſmouth was to be attempted. by fome going 
into the Town on pretence of ſeeing the Place z at 
the ſame time another Party coming -1n on the 
Market-day, diſguis'd like Country-Men, and 
both together were to fall on the Guards. + + 

From Taunton-they expected great; Nuitnbers, 
remembring the old Diſloyalty of theInhabirants, 
which they had evidenc'd .by a tnoſt; reinarkable 
Infolence ; having preſumed. for-ſonie Years after 
his Majeſties moſt happy Reftosation,c!torkeep:ſo- 
lemnly Sy of Thankſgiving to God. for: raifing 
the Siege which his Father had laid againſt the 
Parliaments Rebellious Forces:n that Town. /: 

In Fe they had ſecured a'good Party, which 
they doubted not might-eafily; Maſterithe City 3 
as manifeſtly appears-by the Confeffion of ol 
bway Citizen of Bret; which he: freely made 

| uport 
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upon his very firſt Examination, and afterwards 
confirm'd at his Execution, when he could not 
have the leaſt hope of Pardon to be obtain'd there- 
by. | 
_ the ſame time when they were making theſe 
Preparations for an Inſurre&ion, the other deſign 
of Aſlaſſinating his Majeſty and his Royal High- 
neſs kept equal pace with it. 
-- Tr is manifeſt that ſome of theſe very Men had 
often before deviſed the Kings and his Royal Bro- 
thers Murder divers ways. For beſides what Hon? 
confeſs'd of the Propofal to {hoot them from Bow - 
Steeple ; and another Projedt of deſtroying them 
the next Lord Mayor's Day before; which was 
laid /afide-upon notice 'that his Majeſty and his 
Brother intended nR to be there ; and beſides Ri- 
chard Rumbald's {ryvention of blowing up the Play- 
Houſe; when they ſhould both 'be preſent ; the 
faid Rumbald: inform'd his Confederates, that he 
and ſome of his Friends had refolv'd to cut off the 
King andthe Duke 18 their Journey to, or from 
Newmarket ; above Fen Years before; and had 
layn ſometime in”ambuſh to 'thar purpoſe , bur 
without-efte&, becauſe, as God would have it, 
his Majeſty and his Royal Brother then unexpect- 
edly. went the" other way- through the Foreſt ; 
which; a9the Wreteh himſelf \could nor but ob- 
ſerve,” they” have'ſcldvtti'or Never done* before or 
fince,; :: - & bit Oe BINS CIT Lf oy 
And now alſo, upon this 'oeeafion, divers ways 
of perfortmigtg the Aflafſination were debated. One 
wasto maks the attenipt* oR'them "in "Wt, James's 
Park, asthey:wereipdſſihg-privatdly\'and ſome- 
umes almoſt alone'ts St. F228 C TPSN1/ 4a 
01810] 6 Another, 
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Another, when they ſhould be going down the 
River for their Divertiſement, either to. ſink the 
Barge by over-running it with an Hoy, or by 
boarding it on a ſudden, and ſhooting our ſome 
Planks with Blunderbuſles. 

Another, to plant Men in the Pit at the Play- 

Houſe, who ſhould be ready to ſhoot at them un- 
awares with Pocket-Blunderbuſles, two of which 
Rumzey lent to his Majeſty. 
Another, to do it in their return thence to 
Whitehal, under Bedford-Wall in Covent -Garden ;; 
where one part of the Aſfaſſines might walk un- 
zo rs in the Piazza, a ſecond within the Rails, 
a third in the Church-Porch ; and -all Iflue forth 
in an Inſtant, to compaſs the Coaches, and dil- 
- the Buſineſs, or do the Trick, as they 
ſtyl'd it. 

"I was alſo propoſed to be undertaken between 
Windſor and Hampton-Court , or in their going to 
V/V/inchefter, or if the Royal Brothers ſhould hap- 
pen to be preſent at the Bull-Feaſt, in Red-Lyons 
Felas. | | 7 
But all theſe other Propoſitions, as ſubje&- to 
far more Caſualties and Hazards, ſoon gave place 
to that of the Rye in Hartfordſhire : A Houſe then 
Inhabited by the forefaid Richard Rumbald ; who 
propoſed that to be the'Seat of the Action, offer- 
ing himſelf to Command the Party that was to do 
the Work, Him therefore, as theit moſt daring 
Captain, and by reaſon of a Blemiſh in one of his 
Eyes, they were afterwards wont, in common dif- 
courſe, to call Hannibal ; often drinking Healths 
to Hannibal and his Boys, meaning *Rymbald and 
his Helliſh Crew, | 7770; o 
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The commodioulneſs of the Kye for any ſuch 
deſperate Enterprize ſoon incourag d them to fix it 
there : Its lonely and retir'd Situation, and the 
Incloſures about it being ſuch as would aftord all 
advantages imaginable to the Aſlailants, and give 
as great Inconventences to the Perſons attacked. 


The place being agreed on, it was firſt queſlti- 


ond, whether the ſtroke ſhould: be ſtruck, upon 


his Majeſties going to, or coming from Newmar- 
ket : But it was thought more expedient to defer 
it till his Majelties return. 

That point being over, they had ſeveral 
Meetings, to conſult of all the Circumſtances of 
the Parricide. | 

The Number of the Men to be perſonally en- 
oaged were Forty at Leaſt, to that end two or 
three Liſts of Names were drawn up, out of 
which the choice was to be made, and the Roll 
was neer completed. 


The Arms to be uſed were Blunderbuſles, . 


Muskets, Piſtols, Carabines. To get them down 
chither without ſuſpicion,many ways were thought 
on. One, to pyt them up in Cheſts, and bring 


' them by Land in Carts, Another, to hide them 
in a Boat, under. Coals,\\or Oyſters, or ſuch 


common Lading, and fo toconvey them up. the 
River of. Ware. Another, |that every one con+ 
cern'd ſhould go down privily Arm'd, and fo all 
Travelling in {niall Parties, ſtatter'd, and at their 


leiſure, they mighteahily, meet unperceived about 


the Rye ; at the time prefixt, EY 21s CoH 

When the Fatal Hour ſhould approach, the 
attempt ' was agreed to be. made in.this manner. 
Some one or two were to be ſent forth'on: the Road 
* 294 | towards 
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towards Newmarket, to diſcover in which Coach 
the King came,and what Company attended him; 
which they well knew was commonly no mote 
than ſome 11x of the Guards; and thoſe alſo were 
ſuppoſed to have their Horſes weak, and almoſt 
tired by that time 'they came thither , fo near 
Hodjdon, one of tlie uſual Stages where his Majeſty 
was wont to change Coaches and Guards. 

Upon warning thus given of the Kings being 
near at hand, all were to be in readinels within the 
Houſe and Y ards to ifſue forth in a moment, ſome 
on Horſeback, fome on Foot. | 

Immediately upon the Coaches coming within 
the Gates and Hedges about the Houſe, the Con- 
ſpirators were to divide into ſeveral Parties : Some 
before in the habit of Labourers were to overthrow 
a Cart in the narrowelt paſſage, ſo to prevent all 
poſſibility of _ : Others wete to fight the 
Guards, Walcot chuſing that part upon a PunCti- 
lio of Honour : Others were to ſhoot at the Coach- 
man; Poſtilion and Horſes : Others to aim only 
at his Majeſties Coach, which party was to be un- 
der the particular dire&tion of Rumbald himſelf ; 
the Villain declarihg before-hand, That upon that 
occaſion he would make uſe of a very good Blun- 
derbuſs, which was in Weſt's poſleſſion, moſt 
blaſphemouſly adding, that Fergn/on thould firſt 
conlecrate it: | 

It is indeed a thing prodigious to tell, and were 
it not for the undeniable proofs of it, very diffi- 
cult to be believ'd, that not only one or two fach 
Furies ſhould riſe up ih a whole Age; but that fo 
great a Number of Men ſhould, in the ſame time 
and place, be found fo = of all Humanity, as 
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not only to 1magine and cantrive ſo horrid a Fad, 
buc to diſcourſe of 1t in ſo many Meetings, ſo 
ſporttully and merrily as they did, as if the cruel- 
|-(t Tragedy which wicked Men or the Devil ever 
vented, had been only a matter of common pa- 
{t:me and looſe raillery. Thus when at one of their 
Conſults Weſt invited Rumzey to be Godfather to 
his Child, he anſwered, He would, if he might be 
allow'd to call im Brutus. And when it was once 
propoſed to Kill the King and the Duke at the 
Play- Houſe, - blowing up the whole Audience 
with them, Ferguſon approved the way, and im- 
pudently faid, That then they would Die in their 
own Calling. And when ſome objected againſt it, 
That by this means the Innocent would periſh with the 
Neocent ; another juſtified it, ſaying, What did the 
Fack-Daws do amongſt the Rooks * And when 
ſome propoſed that to give a better colour to what 
they did, the King and Duke ſhould not be killed, 
but-only ſeiz'd and brought to Tryal, after that 
the People had got the better, it was anſwer'd by 
Ferguſon,T hat 1t was never thought Injuſtice to ſhoot, 
or ſet Traps for Wolves and T ygers. 

The execrable Deed being thus ſuppos'd by 
them to be feaſible without much Oppoſition, 
they then farther confider'd the ſeveral ways of 
their eſcaping afterwards. Sometimes they thoughe 
of retreating towards Cambridgeſhire, and ſcattering 
there ; ſometimes of retiring into the KRye-Houſe, 
which being guarded with a Moat, and Brick- 
Walls, they doubted not to defend it againſt 
the frighted Country People for ſome Hours till 
Night , when they might ſhift for themſelves, 
and diſperſe. Another way that Rwunbald himſelf 
| propoſed, 
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propoſed, was to lead them out of the great Road 
through the Meadows, which were to be gallop'd 
all along ; fo that they might with eaſe come 1n- 
to London by Hackney-Marſh, before the News of 
what was done could poſſibly get thither. It was 
concluded at the ſame time, that divers Lords, 
and principal Men of their Party, ſhould be in- 
vited to an Entertainment that very day in the 
City, that they _— be upon the place to Head 
the Faction at the firſt arrival of the News. 

But whilſt they were thus wholly intent on this 
barbarous Work, and proceeded ſecurely in its 
Contrivance, without any the leaſt doubt of a 
proſperous ſucceſs; Behold ! on a ſudden God 
miraculouſly diſappointed all their Hopes andDe- 


ſigns, by the terrible Conflagration, unexpe@ed- | 


ly breaking out at Newmarket. In which extra- 
ordinary event, there was one moſt remarkable 

aſlage, that is not ſo generally taken notice of, 
as for the Glory of God, and the Confuſion of 
his Majeſties Crna it ought to be. 

For after that the approaching fury of the 
Flames had driven the King out of his. own Pa- 
lace, his Majeſty at firſt removed into another 
Quarter of the 'Town,remote from the Fire,and as 
yet free from any annoyance of Smoke and Aſhes. 
There his Majeſty finding he might be tolerably 
well accommodated, had lobved to ſtay, and 
continye his Recreations as before, till the Day 
firſt named for his Journey back'to London. But his 
Majeſty had no ſooner made that reſolution, when 
the Wind, as conducted by an inviſible Power 
from above, preſently chang'd about, and blew 
the Smoke and Cinders dire&ly on his new Lodg- 


ings, 


— 
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ings, waking them 1n a moment as untenable as 
the other. [pon this, his Majeſty being put to a 
new ſhift, and not finding the like Conveniency 
elſe-where, immediately declared he would ſpee- 


dily return to Whitehal ; as he did : which hap- 


| pening to be ſeveral days before the Aflaſſines ex- 


peed him, or their Preparations for the Rye were 
in readineſs, it may juttly give occalion to all the 
World to acknowledge what one of the very Con- 
ſpirators could not but do, That it was a Providen- 
tia! PIre. 

Now upon the firſt notice in Town of the Fire 
at Newmarket, and that by conſequence the King 
would be neceſſitated to come home ſooner than 
was imagin'd , the principal Aſlaſſines were ſum- 
mon d by Ferguſon to a Meeting that very Night. 

They at firſt receiv'd the News: with various 
Apprehenſions and Motions of Mind, looking on 
one another with much Aſtomifhment and Con 
tuſion. Amongſt the reſt, Walcot acknowledg'd, 
He thought it an Expreſſion of Gods diſapproving the 
Unaertaking ; whullt Fergnſon, without atty fign of 
the leaſt relenting, faid, T hat he ? oma God had 
reſery'd bus Majeſty for hu own Fudgment. However 
that Evening they generally agreed, That fince 
Arms, Horſes and Men could not be provided in 
ſo ſhort a ſpace, becauſe the King was daily ex- 
pected, and the day of his coming uncertain, there- 
fore all farther thoughts of the buſineſs ſhould be 
laid alide, for that time. 

Yet the next Morning, the Company being 
again aſſembled, upon Reports ſpread abroad that 


his Majeſty purpos'd to retire to Cambridge, and 


flay there ſome days, Fergyſon vehemently infiſt- 
2, ed, 
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ed, That the Deſign ſhould mſtantly be reafjumed ; 
That what conld be, ſhould be done im ſo narrow a 
time. And particularly Armſtrong otter'd him- 
ſelf to go down m Perſon to the Rye jn 0:der to it, 
if a Sum of Money could be preſently ras d, gnd a 


competent umber of Men got together, 


But the Noiſe of the Cambridge Jonrney ſoon 
vaniſhing, put an end to thoſe Dehtberations; 
though it was a conſtant Expectation and Whif- 
per among the Party, That ſomething extrgordind! y 
would be done on the very Day of his Majeſties coming 
home. | 

In theſe uncertainties they remain'd till the King 
came ; and ſome days after R. Rumbald returning 
from the Rye, increas'd their Rage for this defeat, 
by telling them, That he ſaw his *Majeſty and bi 
Koyul Highneſs paſs'by bus Houſe but very flenderly 
guarded, only with frue or ſix eo and thoſe t1- 
red, and ill appointed; fo that he doubted not but with 
the like Number of ſtout and well-arm'd Men, he 


might eaſily have taken them both off. 


Upon this, . preſently atter.at them next Meet- 
ings it was agreed, That to prepare againſt any 
ſuch Diſappointment for the future, a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Arms ſhould be bought , and kept in readi- 
neſs for any other  Qpportumty ; if ſuch could: be 
foun during any of his eM ajeſties Fourneys that 
Summer ; or at fartheſt in has next £0tuz $0 New- 
market. .. oy: BE of: rot 

To this purpaſe eff told them. he was ac- 
guainted with a very, good Gun-ſmith, ang took 
upon him{lf to proyxde the Arms ;, Ferguſon en- 


ing to pay the Maney fprithem,.,, 
ir 6 OO E "Accordingly 
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Accordingly Weſt bought Thirty Caſe of Pi- 

ſtols, Thirty Carabines, and Ten Blunderbuſles 
of one Daft a Gun-ſmith in Shooe-Lane ; and Fer- 
guſon paid him for them about three weeks before 
the Diſcovery. 

Weſt's pretence of buying ſo great a quantity of 
Arms, was to ſend them into America, where he 
had a Plantation ; and to diſguiſe the buſineſs the 
better, he caus'd them to be ſanguin'd, in ſhew 
to preſerve them from Ruſt in ſo long a Voyage, 
and had them made up in Sea-Cheſts, as ready to 
be Tranſported. 

So they continu'd till after the noiſe of Keeling's 
having betray'd all. Then Weſt to avoid ſuſpi- 
cion ſent them toa Sea-Captain, ſetting Sail for the 
Weſt-Indies , but without any Bill of Lading 
or Conlignment, as is uſual ; in whoſe Cuſtody 
the Arms were ſeizd, and delivered into his 
Majeſties Stores, to be there kept for a bet- 
ter uſe. 

In theſe their ſeveral Conſults many caſual Diſ- 
courſes interven'd, relating inditterently either to 
the Infurreion or Aſlaſſination : As, What 
Commiſſions were at firſt requiſite to be given 
out, and in what ſtyle they were to run. What 
Declaration was to be immediately publiſh'd to ju- 
ſtifie the Fa&, What Proje& of Government 
to be pitch'd on, and ſetled afterwards. 

It was agreed that the Commiſſions for this 
Nation ſhould be iflued forth in the Name of the 
Confederate Lordsand Commons of England. 

For preparing a Declaration, divers of their 
Number wereorder'd to bring in their Concepti- 
ons apart, out of 'all whuch Collection, a com- 


pleat 
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pleat Remonſtrance was tobe oather'd by ſome of 3 


their ableſt Heads. OS ©” 220 
Themiin drift of the whole was to amuſe the 
Peoples Fancies for a Time with new Chimera's 


of Freedom . from Taxes; and Advantages for 


Trade, and Moderation of Law Expenſes, anda 
Toleration of all Sects; then to calummate the 
Royal Family for divers Generations paſt ; to aſ- 
perſe his Majeſty as a _ Tyrant and. Oppreſlor, 
and to accule all his. Faithful Subje&s, as.ſervile 
Inſtruments of Arbitrary Power, and Betrayers 
of their Country : Whilt they and their Party 
were to be \inagnified, as the ohly Aﬀertors an 
Reſtorers of Liberties, Propetties, and the True 


Proteſtant Religion. Their deſign in all this be- 


ing the ſame chat has been conſtantly put in pra- 
&iſe by all promotgrs'of Sedition and Treaſon in 
all Ages; ho have always thought they have 
done more that Half their buſineſs, if they can 
but once appropriate fo themfelves all 'the Good 
and pleaſing' Words of things plaufible and 
opular; and faſten on the Government the 
— ron and Titles of things vulgarly vdious, or 
contemptible. $18 

Touching the new Form of Government to be 
ſet up in ſtead of the old, they were hot altoge- 
ther ſo unanimoys,. that being alfo natural to all 


Schiſms and Fadtiotis, that tho they may fome- 


times agree in what they wotild ruine, yet they 


never did, nor cat long conſent in. what they 


ſhall ſettle, ay - | 
Somd were {til for recairfipg' a Thew of Mo- 
narchy, though Wirth ſuch Reſtrictions as wotild 
make the Ptince ſittfs better thin a'Duke of Penice. 
I Others 


— 
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Others were poſitively tor a Common-Wealth, 
and the entire ſubverſion of the preſent conſtitu- 
ton, openly. declaring, it was their purpoſe not 
only to change Names, bur T hings. | 
. Nay upon this point, ſome of them doubted 
not frequently to profeſs in plain Terms, T hat if 
their great Darling,the Duke of Monmouth, ſhould 
be [queamfh, as they worded it, n approving and 
Confirming what had been done in Heat of Blood, then 
he himſelf ſhould fare nv better than the reſt, when 
therr Swords were 1n their Hands, L. 

A ſufficient Admonition to all Men of Quali- 


ty and Eſtate, how hazardous their condition is, 


and how mean their Servitude, whilſt they are 
heading popular Tumults ; tho for a little time 
perhaps they tay ſeetn to others, and fancy them- 
ſelves, to have an abſolute {way over them. -. 

But cheir particular Head of Diſcourſe in 
which the Conſpirators chiefly delighted , and 
were wont-in their Meetings moſt amply to en- 
large their inventions, was concerning thetr reſo- 
lutions of ſeveral kinds of vengeance to be Executed 
on thoſe Eminent Perſons of . all Profeſſions , whom 
they thought moſt capable and willing to oppoſe thetr 
Bloody Enterprize. | 

In that part indeed their Paſſion tranſported 


| them beyond all bounds of: common Prudence, 


even to the higheſt Degree of ridiculous Vanity, 
and extravagant Oftenration of their full aſſurance 
to ſucceed in the dire Attempt, 

Having firſt Gloried in the [magination of im- 
bruing their Hands in Royal Blood, they ſcru- 
pled not to p_ they would continue the Afſaſ- 
ſmation on all the principal Officers of the Crown, 


an 
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and Miniſters of Fuſtice ; and ſpightfully proje- 
&ed all Circumſtances imaginable which they 
thought might aggravate the Terrour or Ignonn- 
ny of their Puniſhment, 

Sir Fohn «More, the Lord Mayor 6f the for- 
mer Year, and Sir Willam Pritchard the Lord 
Mayor, and Mr. North and Mr. Rich the She- 
rifts of that preſent Year, were concluded fit to be 
Murder'd, and their Skins ſtuff'd and hung up 'in 
Guild-Hall, for a dreadful Warning to Poſte- 
ritY; 28" 
dds Corniſh ot Gould was to be declared 
Lord Mayor ; Papillon and Dubou Sheriffs : If 
they "efaſed, they were to undergo as bad a fate; 
Some others alſo were doom'd to the like deſtiny, 
who might think they deſerved well of: the Fa&i- 
on by x Moderation. But they reſolved that 
Neuters ſhould be treated as ill as their moſt 
avow'd Enemies. | 3 DOD 

Moſt of the Judges were to: be kill'd for their 
pretended Illegal and Arbitrary Judgments, | and 
their Skins ia the ſame manner hung up in Weft- 
minſter-Hall. v5 3/4004 70 

Some of the principal Abhorrers, Addreflers, 
and reputed Penfioners in the late ' Long Parlia- 
ment, (under which Titles in theit — 
probrious Language they had been us ro'comm- 
prehend the moſt ſteddy  Adherents '.to':the 
Crown, and True. Sons of .the Church of | Eng- 
land) were to be brought to Fryal,; . and Deaths 
The Skins too of | thoſe they ſtyled Penfio- 
ners were to be hung up in the Houſe 'of Gom- 


INONs, 
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The Church-Men they hated, and deſpiſed in 
general, as Men whole Intereſt could never be di- 
vided from the Crown, and of courſe would fall 
with 1t. 

The Marquiſs of Halifax, the Duke of Beau- 
fort, the Earl of Rocheſter, Sir Leolyn Fenins, the 
Lord Keepet, and divers others who had been his 
Majeſties moſt faithful Councellors in the time of 
extream hazard, were nam'd as Men whoſe De- 
ſtniEtion was. certain, and who could not poſſibly 
eſcape the firſt Rage of the Maſlacre. Particularly 
it was deterinin'd the Lord Keeper ſhould be ſent 
to Oxford, and Hang'd on the ſame Gallows on 
which the Infamous College had been Executed. 


Jn this furious manner they proceeded to lay 
about them in their common Diſcourſes with all 
the Infernal Malice that 1s ſo agreeable to their 
Principles, and inſeparable from them ; there ne- 
ver having yet beer found,in all Records of Time, 
any. pretended Conſctentious Zeal, but it was al- 
ways moſt certainly attended with a fierce Spirit 
of Implacable Cruelty. 

_ During all -this time, as 1t cannot be imagin'd 
thateitherof the Cabalswas altogether unacquain- 
ted' with whit the other was doing ; fo it is mani- 
felt;; ſome-of their igreat Men underſtood the dark 
Hints:that were Jometuines given them, of Stri- 
kms ut the' Head, my Work by re- 
mouvng. two:Perſons : And allo that theſe Inferiour 
Inftruments-ptoceeded-'on aflarance, That when: 
theyeame »0;\ dfition, they fhould be Headed by Men 
of much higher Quality and Condition than as yet 
openly appear d amongſt them. 

'Y Where- 
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Wherefore of the Debates and Reſolutions of 
their Great Council, thus much has been alread 
teſtified upon Oath : That ſhortly after that the 
Fart of Shaftsbury fled, it was thought expedient, 
for the furtherance of the Deſign projetted in hus time, 
that a ſmall ſelect Number of the moſt Eminent 
Heads of the Party, in and about London and Welſt- 
minſter, ſhould be united into a cloſe Cabal, or ſecret 
Council; who might have their frequent Aſſemblies, 
and be ready , on all Occaſions, to guide and dirett 
the Motions of the Lower «Agents. 


The Perſons, who undertook this Univerſal 
Care and Inſpe&ion, were the Duke of eMon- 
mouth , the Earl of Eſſex , the Lord Gray, the 
Lord Ruſſel, the Lord Howard, Colonel eAlger- 
noon Sydney, and Mr. Fobn Hambden Janior. Be- 
ſides that , Romzgey, Armſtrong, Ferguſon, She- 
pard, and ſome others, were admitted, as oceafi- 
on ſerv'd, on ſome particular Debates. 


Their firſt Meeting was in Fanuary of that Y eax 
at Mr. Hambaen's Houle ; where ſome. general 
Heads were propounded of things to be reſoly'd 
on, in their more mature Thoughts : As, Where 
the Inſurrettion ſhould firſt be _ mn City or une 
try, or in both at once : What Counties) were moſt 
diſpoſed for eAftion : What Places wauld be moſt 
proper for thetr Rendezvouſes : What «Arms wort | 
neceſſary, how to be provided, where to be laid in': 
What Money. needful at firſt ta be yau'd; aud where 
to be depoſited, ſo as to Adminiſter no. Ground of 
Fealoufie : And by what Means the diſcontented Party 
zn Scotland might be brought into the Confederacy; 


This 
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This laſt was look'd on as the principal Point, 
and deſerving their firſt Direction. * "Wherefore 


at their next Meeting about Ten Days after, at 


the Lord Ruſſels Houſe, they began with confi 
dering a way of ſetling an Intell;gence with the 
Earl of eArgyle beyond the Seas, and with his 
Complices in Scotland. 

Upon this a Meſſenger was Ordered to be ſent 
into Scotland : It was committed to Colonel Syd- 
ney to chuſe the Perſon, and to furniſh him with 
Inſtructions. 

The Man choſen by Mr. Sydney, at the Re- 
commendation of Nelthrop, for his known Me- 
rits towards the Cauſe, was Aaron Smith. The 
Sum given him to defray his Expences, was Three 
or Fourſcore Guinea's. The ſubſtance of his Meſ- 
ſage was to invite up Sir fohn (ockran, the Cam- 


bells of Ceſſnock, and ſome others, to Treat in 


| London. 


Here the Lord Howard's Information ſtops. For 
then the Managers ſeem'd to agree amongſt them- 
ſelves to have no more conſtant Aſſemblies null 
the return of the Meſſenger. Though ſince it ap- 
pears the ſaid Lord was thereafter excluded from 
their Conſultations, for having been too laviſh with 
his Tongue, in reporting abroad what had been 
there tranſacted. 

However it has been proved by unqueſtionable 
Evidence, that preſently after this; WW Smith 
did ſet forth towards Scotland, arrived there the 
Spring of that Year ; and by ſome indiſcretion had 
like to have ſpoil'd the whole buſineſs : Which 
to recover, and to remove all ſuſpicions, Cockran 
was forc'd to preſent himſelf before the Council of 
Scotland. | After 
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Afterwards he and his Companions came to 
Town, and the Negotiation was warmly let on 
Foot : In the mean time (Cochran and the reſt of- 
ten attended at Windſor to make their Court, one 
day kiſſing the King's and the Duke's Hands, . the 
next conſulting with the Engliſh Cabal ; all in 
ſhew to follicit the Intereſt -f | arolina, whillt they 
really intended a Bulineſs of far : reater . [mpor- 
ence , which was; in their own Fx uage, To 
ſee what could be done for the delivery F the Na- 
£10Ns. EL.” | | 
At the ſame time the late Earl of Arpyle for 
his part had deputed ſome of his onfidenrs hither 
to attend the. Iflue of thoſe Debates; to repreſent 
his Propoſals , an@Þtd cran{mit © him the Reſulrs 
of their Counſels ; the whole Correſ ondence 
between them being veil'd under a ſtyle of Mer- 
chandize. 

The Treaty being thus begun, ſome general 
Things were eaſily agreed on by all fides. The 
| Scots were to riſe £4: the Engliſh to have notice 
of it with all poſſible ſpeed; then to ſecond thent 
here: The Rebellion in both Kingdoms to be 
before Harveſt: Arms and Ammunition to be 
tranſported out of Holland : Argyle to go with 
them and Head the Riſmg. 

Theſe things being quickly pals'd over; ſome 
other Matters endured a longer Fonecſt : and one 
unſeaſonable Diſpute had like to have broken all. 
The Engliſh Commiſſioners requir'd, T hey ſhould 
preſently declare for a Commonwealth; and the Extir- 
pation of Monarchy ; which the Scots refuſed, pro- 
teſting The generality of their People would never 
bearken to that at firſt. 


But 
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But the gredt Point on which the Concluſton 
of the whole depended; was the Sum of Money 
to be rais'd , and intruſted with the Scots to lay 
out : The Sum at firſt d&&manded was Thirty 
T houſand Pounds ; that ſunk afterwards to Ten 
Thouſand : But for the railing of this; the Eng- 
I#h made ſeveral delays and ſcruples; being wil- 
ling to truft their Scotch Brethren with any thing 
but Money. | 

Lipon this Contraſt the Treaty was often on 
and off ; the Scots talking high, objeCting to, the 
Engliſh, That they were cn.y good at Fire-ſide- 
Plotting ; whereas for their part they "ere rejoly'd 
to Kije, though they had nothing but their Claws to 
froht with, 

At length they came to an Agreetnene, That 
the Ten has 64 Pounds ſhould be raw'd, and put 
into the Hands of Shepard, who was to return the 
Bills for it by Ferguſon or Baillie to Amſter- 
dam. | 
 Afﬀeer this marinier was the whole Conſpiracy 
going on, when the Diſcovery overtook it. For 
now the happy Twelfth of "Fune was come. Fo- 
fiab Keeling had ſworn to his firſt Pepofition be- 
fore Mr. Secretary Fenkins : But finding that his 
Majeſty and his Miniſters were exceeding diff- 
dent of his ſingle Intelligence in a buſineſs of ſo 
vaſt a Moment , he confiderd which way he 
might beſt ſtrengthen his Evidence. To that end 
he prevail'd with Goodenough, who had an entire 
confidence in him, that his Brothet Fohn Keeling 
might be admitted into the next Meetings of the . 
Conſpirators, he himſelf promifing to be anſwer- 
able tor his Secrecy. "A PER | 
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This was done,and thereupon both the Brothers 
gave in. their joint Teſtimony upon Oath on the 
14 of Fune, touching the progreſs of the Treaſon, 
So they continued to do for a day or two more, 
till Zobn Keeling let fall ſome Expreſſions to his Re- 
lations, which they whiſper'd about among their 
Fanatick Acquaintance, That, as they call'd it, 
ſomething was working which might do miſchief to 
honeſt People. 

That being rumour'd about, came quickly to 
the Knowledge of ſome of the Confpirators 
Upon this they immediately aſſembled, and Rum- 
bald declar'd his Fears of Keeling's Treachery, and. 
that were he ſure of it, he would inſtantly get him 
knock'd on the Head. But. Keeling coming in 
amongſt them, ſomewhat clear'd himſelf, and al- 
lay d their Jealoulie, by many Aſſeverations of his 
Eideliry to the Common Cauſe. 

Soon after they met again , when it was ſug- 
veſted, That Keeling had been ſeen about Whitehal 
and on the Road to Windſor where his Majeſty 
then reſided : But Keeling (hill trequenting cheir 
Company, renew'a the Protcſtations of his Inno- 
cency ; pretended [1is going to Whitehal was upon 
other butinels ; complain'd he was in great want 
of Money ; upon which One Hundred Pounds, 
the Sum he told them he ſtood in need of, was 

reſently rais'd and lent him that Evening, leſt his 
Want {hould be a Temptation to him, 

Bur their diſtruſt increaſing every Bour, it was 
mention'd to Keeling , that the belt way for him 
to render himſelf unſuſpeted, would be to with- 
draw out of "Town for ſome ſhort time, Rumbald 
offering him his Houſe to retire to. Keeling ſtill 
| i - endea- 
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endeavour'd by many {mprecations to quier their 
Sufp1cions of him ; but perſiſted that he could nor 
ov info the Country, by reaſon of urgent Buſineſs 
of his Calling and Family. 

So for that time he pot fate out of their Hands, 
which chey afterwards extreamly regretted ; foine 
of them owning that it was their purpole, if they 
could have got him abroad , to have kill'd and 
privately Buried him. _ 

' Bur ſhortly after this , they heard that War- 
rants were out againſt divers of them, and there- 
fore agreed ro meet on Monday Fune 18th, at 


Walcot's Lodgings 1n Goodman's-Fields, to conſult 


once for all what ſhould be: done for their Cont- 
mon Satety. 

Accordingly at that time there met Walcot, 
Norton, Wage, Romze, the two CGoodenoughs, 
Nelthrop, Weſt, Ferguſon. Their Opinions wete 
very ditterent what courle was to be taken. We 
once propoſed, That all ſhould ſtand their Ground, 
and by a bold Denial and their Perſonal Credit, 
out-face and battle Keeling's fingle Word. But 
the Conſc.ouſheſs of their own Guilt would not let 
them hearken to chat advice. 

Wad: and ſome others ofter'd, as Armſtrong had 
done to ſome of them juſt betore, That things 
ſhould ftitl be pur to a Puſh, that if a Thouſand 
Men could be got together, and the Duke of 
Monmouth m the Head of them, ſomething 
might {ti]] be done : At the worlt it were bet- 
ter for them to Die like Men, than to be Hang'd 
like Dogs. But that was alſo rejected as a wild 
and deſperate courſe. Remzey and the reſt alledg- 
ing their Peoples Hearts were down, and accufiis 

their 
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Then they determin'd upon flying 3 and had 
ſome thoughits of lring a Veſſel -mmediately to 
tranſport thern 1nto Holland : Bur findins, on Inz 
quiry, that the Boar could not” be clear @ at thee 
Cuſt on-Howſe till next Morning, nor at Graveſent 
nll the Aﬀternooti, they concluded that would be 
too late ; and therefore every Man was left 6 

ſhift for himſelf. | | DON 
So they Fparated 1m much Terroutr and Con- 
futon. Only Walcot, according to the conſtant 
facrilegious'way of the whole Party, to-intitle the 
Ho eo their greateſt Impieties; faid/at Parts 
ing, God would yet deliver the: Nation, * though hs 
did not approve of the drſews Inſtruments.” And 
Ferguſon , to keep up'the ſame' CharaQter of re- 
morſeleſs Villany to the laſt ; took his-leave -of 
them in theſe very words; I hat he perceived they 
were Strangers to this kind of Exerciſe, but he had 
been uſed th fly, and would never be out of a Plot as 
long as he lid ; and that he hoped yet to meet ſome 

of them at Dunbar before Michaeimas,. : 
Now a day or two before this their final ſepa- 
ration, the King and his Council began to be con- 
vinc'd of the truth of Keeling's Evidence, by a tull 
knowledge of the VV a CharaQer, and by 
the firmneſs and conſiſtency of his Teſtimony ; 
beſides many other concurring Circuinſtances; 
VVherefore his Majelty order'd VVarrants ſhould 
be iſſued out againſt the Perſons accus'd, whereof 
ſome abſconded , others were taken. Of theſe 
laſt, divers confirtn'd what Keeling had ſworn, 
and' named others as Partakers in the Treaſon, 
K 2 V Vhere- 
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VVhereupon more and more appearing every day 
ty have been engaged; Proclamations were Pub- 
tih'd in England and S76tiend- tor their ſpeedy 
Apprehenſien., By this means, through the Pro- 
vidence .of God, ſo many of. them-were either 
ſeiz'd, or .deliver'd themſelves up, as have irre- 
fragably confirm'd every part of the foregoing Ac- 
count. -- VVhat became of the ſeveral Confpira- 
tors, will appear by the following Liſt; 


Of the ENGLISH, 


"IR Thomas eArmſtrong preſently after fled 
| _— the Seas, where he remain'd t1]] che 


\ next Year, when he was fſurpriz'd at Leyden in 


Holland, brought into England, and received the 
deſerv'd Reward. of his Flormid Ingratitude and 
Freaſons. | 

Fobn Ayloff fled; and withdrew from Juſtice, 
and ſtands Outlaw'd upon that account. 

Andrew Barber was taken and freely confeſs'd. 

Robert Blaney came in, and confeſs'd what was 

done and faid at the Frayterous Meeting at Co- 
lonel Romzey's Houſe. | 

Fames Burton fled, and is alſo Outlaw'd for 
Treaſon. S. 
William Blagg a Sea Captain, was Taken, 
Try'd and Acquitted, there being but one po- 
ſitive Evidence againſt him. | 

Zechary Bourn was ſerz'd on in Eſſex, as he 
was making his eſcape into Holland, and largely 
confeſs'd afterwards. 

Colonel Danvers of Newington, was taken and 
diſmiſs'd upon Bail. He has fince Publiſh'd a moſt 
Malicious 
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Malicious and Scandalous Libel agaitiſt his Maje- 
+ For which he is fled. _ 

The Earl bf Eſſex takeri at his Houſe i in Hert- 

af and comrmntted Priſoner to the Tower. 
chard and Francis Goodenough, both fled, and 
ſince Outlaw'd.. | 

The Lord Gray of Wark was ſeis d on; &xa- 
min'd. bzfore his Majeſty; and ordet'd fo be ſent 
to the Tower; But in his bing thither, by the 
negligence of the Serjeant at Arms he made- his 
eſcape, got beyond Sea from the Coalt of Suſſex ; 
and is now alſo Outlaw'd.. = 

Fon Hambden Jutiior taken , Tiyed for High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors, Condemn' dih 40000 /. 
Fm, and Impriſonment. 
| ajor Holms taken in London ; he confeſe d the 
ny a: om with the Earl of eArgyle, whete- 
of the Key was intrufted- with him and ſome 
others. 

Fames Holloway fled; was taken at Mevs in the 
W eſt-Indies, and ſent back j into England, Confeſsd 
and was Executed: 

- Witham Hone in his fight was taken iri C ams 
brid eſhire. He made. his firſt Confeſſion at Cams 
Ss e. the ſubſtance of which he afterwards own'd 
_ all Occafions to his Death. 

Foſeph How was taken and confek'd. 

The Lord Howard of Efcrick was takefi 11 his 
Houſe. at Kmghts-bridge, hid behind the Hangings 
of his Ci Sgt fr: - ac length contefs'd, 

Thomas Lea the Dyer was taken ; and cdn- 
felsd. _ © 

The Duke of Monmouth withdrew upon the 
firſt Proclamation wherein he was Named, . and 


lay 
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lay hid for divers Months ill he retider d _ 
ſelf, and confeſs'd. - 

Eiward Nerton fled; and is Outlaly A. | 
| Kors Nubat. fled; was taken in Eſſex ready to 

go beyond 'Sea. He was the Author of the Letter 
of Tiade VVritten to Gonrdon a Scotch-Man un- 
der the Name of Pringle. 

 Fobn Rouſe Taken; Try'd; Condens 'd, Exe- 
wited; niaking! ar his Death a Penitent Confe(C 
fion. 27 2! 

-. Fohn © Row once 'Sword:Bedrer of Briſtol, fed 
upon the firſt Diſcovery ; 'as' did alſo both the 
Rumbalds : They are all three Ourlaw'd: + 

-Coloneli Romy tieſt abſconded, then EY 4 
himſelf, and confeſs'd. --- 7! 

The Lord Ruſſel taken at big! Houſe in Seb: 
thampton-Square, T'ry'c 'd, Condetnn'd;' Beheaded. 
He confefs'd ettongh' to thew his Critihe' but not 
his Repentance. 

T homas S$hep ard hid himſelf, 'but ſoon came in 
and frankly Kfole 2 

Aaron S Nuit had kept ſecret ſome tiine belts; 
becauſe of a Sentence againſt him for High Miſ- 
demegnors : But was taken; and is ſtill a Pri- 
ſoner. 

Colonel Algernoon Sine Taken, Try'd, Con- 
demn'd, Behegded: 

.. William Wade, Foſeph Tries fled and are Out- 
law d: 

Colonel Thomas Walcot firſt retired, then ſent 
4 Þetter to Mt. Secretary Fenkins , plainly AC- 
knowledging I hat the Plot was laid very deep and 
"Wide, promifing to diſcover more, if he might havye 


wr; 's of 'Paraon. But before he could recerve an 


anſwer, 
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anſwer , the Conſcience and fright of his own 
Guilt made him withdravv from the place where 
he had appointed to ſtay for it. He was foon 
after Taken, Arraign'a, CShdemn'd} Executed ; 
perſevering 'to the laſt in the thain of his Confel- 
fion. | | - T% \. y Sas 

Robert Weſt withdrew 'tor 4 time , ' but then 
gave himſelf up, and has dttiply confeſs'd. 

Beſides chef. there were divers others at firſt ſe- 
cared, but afterwards diſtuſsd by courſe of Law : 
as the Lord Brandon, Mr. Bavth, Major Wildman, 
Mr. Fohn T renchard, Major Breman, Mr. Charlton ; 
this laſt having beet taken it) diſguiſe. 


Of thetSCOTS, © 


R. Fames Steuart , Brother ro the Laird of 

Cultneſs , had fled out of Scot!and a ſhort 
time after the Earl of Argyle, upon' 6ceafion of 
dangerous Papers taken in his keeping. 'there- 
after he tranſacted only by Letters and Nego- 
tiations , "remaining out of danger beyond the 
Seas. : 

Commiſſary « Monree and the two Campbells 
of Ceſſnock were taken. 

The Lord Melvin, Sir Fohn Cockran and Fer- 
guſon eſcap'd divers ways ; though Ferguſon ſtay'd 
ſome time in Town after the Difcovery, in hopes 
ſtill of obtaining Bills of the Money to be remit- 
ted into Holland. 

William Bayley of Foe vr was ſeiz'd on itt 
London, convey'd to Edenburgh, and there Try'd, 
and lately Executed. 


William 
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Ht illiam (arftares, William Spence, Alexander 
Courden of Earlfton taken, the two firſt in Town, 
the laſt at Newcaſtle. | 

| Bythe polttive Confeſſion of theſe three Scotch- 
men, together with that of Major Holms, who 
were the Farl of Argyle's chief Agents in this bu- 
fineſs, was the firſt greateſt light given of the ſaid 
Earls part in the. Confpiracy. 

Of theſe, Alexander Gourdon Laird of Earlfton 
was a Zealous Field-Conventicler, and had been 
a Bothwel-Bridge-Rebel : Where upon the rout 
of their Army, his Father was kill'd, and he ta- 
ken Priſoner. Havipg afterwards got his Liber- 
ty, he became Sollicitor for the FaQtion, in Eng- 
land and Holland , under pretence of colle&ing 
Contributions for maintaining ſuch of them as were 
denounc'd Fugitives ; for which purpoſe he had a 
formal Commiſſion ſign'd and ſeal'd in the Name 
of the General Aflembly of their Party at Eden- 
burgh. 23 þ 
| Before any Diſcovery, he was taken at New- 
caſtle under a teigned Name, endeavouring to get 
a paſſage beyond the Seas. About him were 
ſeiz d divers Original Papzrs, which as ſoon as he 
was made Priſoner , he ty'd to make privately 
away, but the Kings Officers obſerving his deſign, 
ſecur'd them. 

Amongſt theſe Papers, there was one very re 
markable Letter Written to him under another 
Counterfeit Name of Pringle. The compoſer of 
it was John Nubet, one of Argyle's Agents in 
London. It was dated earch the 2oth of that 
Year, when the Conjpjracy was in the heigth. 
It gives a perfect account of their Condition at 


that 
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that time during the TranſaQtions between the En- 
gliſh and Scottuth 'Traytors : Whilſt they ſome- 
times hoped the Treaty would take efte& ; ſome- 
times fear'd it would break off without coming to 
any Reſolution. | 

Amongſt many other myſterious intimations of 
Treaſon, Nubet tells him, That Trading being 
very low here, and many breaking daily , deſperate 
Difeaſes muſt have deſperate Cures : T hat while 
they had ſome Stock left, it would be better to ven- 
ture out, than to keep Shop till all be gone ; for af- 
ter this they ſhould not be able to att, & muſt let all 
g0 : I hat he had been ſhew'd a Model of «Affairs, 
m ſuch order as he ſaw ; venture they muſt, a d ven- 
ture they would: I hat now they + knew what Goods 
had been moſt prejudicial to the Trade : And there- 
fore for the y 16.08 reſoly'd to inſiſt only on Nega- 
tives ; this being the beſt way to ſtill ſome Criticks 
of the Trade: That they would firſt endeavour to 
diſpatch the Old Stuff : That ſome Stock was to be 
got, to ſet the broken «Merchants up again: That 
if all holds that is intended, it u almoſt time to ſet 
forward, if they bad but their Fattors and Emiſſa- 
ries home, who are gone forth to try how ( ountries 
will ke their Goods : 1 hat they will return within 
a Week : T hen matters will in inſtanti off 6r on, 
Break, or go through: I hat if any ſtrange thing 
ſhould fall out in the mean time, he would poſt it to 
him : I hat things were full as High as he had 
Written. 

Theſe are ſome amongſt divers others of the 
Covert Significations of the Conſpiracy , con- 
tain'd in N{wber's Letter ; which being taken about 
Gourdon, and ſent with him into Scotland , after 
L divers 
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divers Examinations before the Count there, he 
plainly dete&ed what was the true ſenſe hidden 
under the Myſtical Style of every Expreſſion in 
the whole Letter. 

Particularly, That by the Merchants here be- 
ing low, and ofte breaking, was meant the Proſe- 
cution of Diflenters by Excommunitations , or 
other legal ways: T hat therefore they had reſol- 
ved upon a deſperate Cure, which was rifing in 
Arms : That the Model of Afairs which would 
make them venture, was the Method then going on 
in order to a Riſing : That by only 1nfiſting on Ne- 
gatrves, was intended the Confpirators agreeing 
what they ſhould pull down, which was the whole 
Government, but not determining politively at 
firſt what they ſhould ſet up : That by Criticks 
in the Trade, were deſign'd the old Scotch Fana- 
ticks, who had fooften rebell'd : That Excluding 
the old Rotten Stuff, was the Deſtruction of the 
entire Frame of the antient Conſtitution Civil and 
Fecleliaſtical : That the broken Merchants to be 
ſet up, were the battled Scotch-Whigs to be ſpi- 
rited again with new aſſiſtance : That their being 
here at a point to ſet forward;was the Engliſh Con- 
ſpirators being ready for a Rendezvous : T hat the 
Fattors and Emiſſaries, were People ſent forth 
through Envland and Scotland to try Mens. Incli- 
nations towards a general Inſurre&1on : That by 
ſaying, [hat upon thoſe Faftors return, Matters 
would be ſoon on or off, was intended, that when 
their Agents were come back to givean account of 
their ſucceſs, accordingly the Deſign would be 
either deferr'd longer, or they ſhould inſtantly 
riſe : That the ſtrange thing mention'd, was a 
ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy Inſurrection : "That by things being full as 
high as he had written, was imply'd the Rebellion 
was almoſt ripe, and ready to break forth. 

This 1s the ſubſtance of the Interpretation of the 
Letter p Trade that Gourdon of Earlſton gave in 
upon Oath at ſeveral Examinations. He more- 
over confeſs d, That upon receipt of this Letter 
he preſently came into England, where he had 
frequent Conferences with N(zbet touching the 
Contents of every Clauſe in it, who always un- 
derſtood it in this ſenſe : That by him and divers 
others he was made fully acquainted with the 
Treaty then going on in London, and with the 
Ear] of Argyle's Correſpondence with the Per- 
ſons treating for a ſpeedy Rebellion in both Na- 
tions, 

Another Scotch-Man whoſe cleer and undoubt- 
ed Teſtimony has put this Confederacy between 
the Engliſh and Scotch Traytors out of all Que- 
ſtion, 18 William Carftares, who had been a Zea- 
lous and Fierce Preacher to the Se&aries of both 
Kingdoms : And was formerly Priſoner in Eden- 
burgh-Caſtle , being accusd for publiſhing a 
Treaſonable Pamphlet call'd the Grievances of 
Scotland. 

At that time he was much employ d in many 
Meſlages relating to this Conſpiracy : Eſpecv 
ally with Major Holmes in diſperſing the Earl of 
Arg yle's Libellous Books, and carrying to and 
fro his Letters in which Car/tares pals'd under the 
Name of Read. 

He was apprehended at Tenterden in Kent, 
ſeeking an opportunity of flying _— Sea. 
He was taken under the Name of J/ilham Swan, 


; then 
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then declar'd his true Name was Mor, but at laſt 
own'd it was Carſtares. 

This Carſtares being brought before the King, 
and refuſing to confels any more than ſome gene- 
ral Hints ; alledging, T hat it was no place for him 
to anſwer in a Criminal Matter ; upon that he was 
ſent into Scotland, where being Examined before 
the Lords of the Secret Committee, September 
8th 1684, he confeſs'd and afterwards renew'd 
and confirm'd the ſame Confeſſion November 
18th, and December 22th of the ſame Year. 

His Depoſition having been already made Pub- 
lick, it will be enough only to note ſome ſpecial 
Heads of what he depoſed. He confeſs'd, © That 
« Fames Steuart, Brother to the Laird of Cultneſs, 
* wrote to him out of Holland in November or De - 
© cember 1632, the Letter ihporting, that if a 
© conſiderable Sum of Money could be procur'd 
* trom England, ſomething of Importance might 
© be done 1n Scotland : That this Letter he Com- 
* municated to Shepard, and he to Colonel Syd- 
© ney, Danvers being preſent : That Shepard re- 
©turn'd anſwer, Mr. Sydney was averſe from med- 
ling with the Earl of Argyle , ſuſpe&ing him to 
© be too much inclin'd to the Royal Family, and 
«the preſent Government : "That the ſaid Carſtares 
* ſtill urg'd one might be ſent to the Earl of Ar- 
* gyle: That not being able to obtain this, for the 
© forelaid reaſon, he himſelf went into Holland ; 
* was introduced to the Earl, and there diſcours'd 
< with him arr og d about remitting the Mo- 
* ney to him from England, and raiſing 1000 
* Horſe and Dragoons, and ſurprizing Edenburgh- 
"Caſtle. 

c That 
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© That the Earls anſwer was, T he Caſtles would 
« fall to them of courſe, after that the Work was 
«© done abroad : That without a Thouſand Horſe 
*and Dragoons rais'd in England to be ready to aſ- 
< fiſt them, nothing could be done : That if ſuch 
<a Number could berais'd, he would come into 
« Scotland with them ; whereby he gueſs'd he 
* might get that Country without trouble, having 
* ſuch a ſtanding Body for their Friends to Ren- 
© dezvous to. 

© That the ſaid Earl of Argyle recommended the 
, Deponent to Major Holms : That fames Steuart 
* contriv'd a way of Correſpondence by Cyphers 
«and falſe Names, and ſent them over to Holms, 
« and the Deponent tor their uſe ; and ſtill defir'd 
© him to preſs tor the 30000 /. and did not pro- 
© poſe any leſs Sum, the faid Earl ſaying he had 
« particularly calculated the Expence for Arms 
* and Ammunition, &c. though Stenart added, 
© If ſomething leſs could be had, the Earl would 
© content himſelf. 

© That when the Deponent was ready to ſhip 
© for England, Steuart writ him word there was 
© hope of the Mony : That the Day after he ar- 
© rived here he acquainted Sir Fobn Cockran with 
© the ſaid Earls demands of the Sum of Mony and 
« the Horſe and Dragoons : That Sir Fohn Cock- 
© ran carried him to the Lord Ruſſel, to whom the 
* Deponent propos'd the Afair ; but being a ſtran- 
* ger had no anſwer from him at that time : That 
* afterwards having met the Lord Ruſſel at She- 
* pard's Houſe, where Shepard told him the faid 
* Lord was come to ſpeak with him about the 
* Mony, the Deponent reitzrated to the Lord 


y Ruſſel 
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* Ruſſel the former propoſition for 30000 /. and 
© the 1000 Horle and Dragoons ; the ſaid Lord 
« anſwering, They could not get ſuch a Sum rais'd 
< at the time; butif they had 10000/. to begin 
« with, that would draw People in, and when 
© they were once in, they would ſoon be brought 
<to more; but as for the Horſe and Dragoons, 
© he could ſay nothing at preſent, for that bhovad 
© to be concerted on the Borders. 
< That the Deponent made the ſame propoſal to 
© Ferguſon, who was much concerned and Zealous 
< in promoting it ; and told him, he was doing 
* what he could to get it effected ; always blam- 
© ing Colonel Sydney, for driving on defigns of 
e his own. | 
© That the ſaid Deponent met twice, or thrice 
© with eMetuin, Cockran, Ferviſwood, Monroe, 
© the two Cambells of Ceſſnock, Mongomery of - 
* Langſhaw and Veatch, where they diſcours'd of 
«* Mony to be ſent to Argyle : That Monroe, Mel- 
* win, and the Ceſmocks were againſt melding with 
* the Engliſh Conſpirators, as Men that would 
© talk, but would not do : That therefore it were 
© better for the Scots to attempt ſomething by them- 
* ſelves : That Veatch, Ferviſwood, and this Depo- 
© nent were for accepting the Mony. 
© That at one of their Meetings it was agreed, 
* one Martin, late Clerk of the Juſtice Court, 
© ſhould be ſent into Scotland to hinder the Coun- 
* try from riſing, till they ſaw how Matters went 
* 1n England: That the ſaid Martin did go at the 
* Charge of the Gentlemen there met, and was 
© dire&ed to the Lairds of Polwart and Torwood- 
© lie, who ſent back word, It would not be 6 
* ealle 


—_ 
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« eaſie a matter to get the Gentry of Scotland to 
* concur ; yet that afterwards Polwart writ to 
* Monroe, That the Country was readier than they 
© imagined. | | 

* Thar the ſaid Deponent had the Key of the 
* Cypher agreed on in his keeping, when a Let- 
* ter came from Arg.yle to Major Holmes, intimacing 
* that the ſaid Earl would joyn with the Duke of 
* Monmouth, follow his Meaſures, and obey his 
* DireFions : That for the Decyphering of this, 
© he gave the Key to Veatch, who was to deliver 
© the Letter to Fergnſon, and he to the Duke of 
* Monmouth. 

To all this Carſtares added in his Depoſition of 
Sept.18.1684.1 hat he himſelf had communicated the 
Deſign on foot to three famous Enghſh Conventicle- 
Preachers, Griffith, Mede; and Dr. Owen, who, 
he affirm'd, did all concur im promoting 1t, and were 
defirous it ſhould take effett ; which part of Carſtares's 
Oath is the more remarkable, becauſe the King 
ſolemnly affirms, that the Duke of Monmouth, in 
his Confeſſion to his Majeſty and his Royal High- 
nes, did particularly name thoſe very three Men, 
as conſcious of the Pl:t, and withal declar'd in 
theſe very words, I hat all the conſiderable Non- 
conformnſt Miniſters knew of the Conſpiracy. An 
inſtance that alone, if there were not many more 
ſuch, were a ſufficient Inſtruction to all Separatiſts, 
of what tender Conſciences the Men are, whom 
they chuſe for the principal Guides of their Con- 
ſciences : Since after all this, AMede depoſed betore 
his Majeſty, That he never heard of any Diſtur- 
bance intended againſt the Government ; but that 
on the contrary he himſelf had outt adviſed Fergu- 


ſon, 
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fon, upon diſcourſe of ſome Libel of his then newly 
made publick, T hat it was not their part to do ſuch 
things. Nay, their great Oracle Dr. Owen, be- 
ing examin'd upon Oath before the Lord Chief 
Juttice Fones, and being ask'd, Whether he had not 
heard of a horrid Plot againſt the Life of the King? 
did, not long before his Death, take God to wit- 
neſs, and ſubſcribd to it with his dying Hand; 
T hat indeed he had heard of ſuch a Plot by the means 
of the Kmegs Proclamation, but no otherwiſe. 

But that which ſtill farther undeniably confirms 
the Scotch part of the Conſpiracy with the Eng- 
liſh, was the Confeſſion of William Spence a Scotch- 
Man,and of Major Holmes an Engliſh-Man , the 
former being a Menial Servant to the Earl of Ar- 
2yle, the other his long Dependent and Friend ; 
a Man active in the times of CGromwel, and al- 
ways diſafteQed to his Majeſties Government. 

: Major Holmes being taken in London in the be- 
ginning of the Diſcovery with ſeveral of the Earl 
of Arg yle's Original Letters about him, and being 
examin'd, confels'd He knew of the Earl of Ar- 
eyle's propofing to ſome oe Men in England, 
hat for 30000 Pounds he might be furnſh'd for 
his Expedition into Scotland : 7 hat the Engliſh at 
laft condeſcended to ſend him 1 0000 Pounds : T hat 
though he had not perſonally converſt with the Great 
Men who were to raiſe the Money, yet he had often 
heard the Duke of Monmouth , the Lord Gray, 
the Lord Ruſſel named : T hat he himſelf was ap- 
pointed by the Earl of Argyle to convey. Letters 
to and from hu Counteſi and others his Correſpon- 
dents : That he could not Decypher x taken about 
him, but that VViliam Spence cowd : I hat thu 
SPence 
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Spence went under the Name of Butter; and was 
juſt then come over in the Packet - Boat _D Hol- 
land, to diſpoſe of the Libel tall'd The Earl of Ar- 
TCO :-. i: | | 
This Depoſition was given by Major Holes on 
June 29. 1683. the very day that Spence being 
arrived from Holland; was apprehended under the 
Naine of Butler. 1-40 | 
Betides this Evidence of Holmes concerning 
Spence, it appears plainly by the. Earl.ot Argyle's 
own. words in ſeveral paſlages ot his Letters, tak-n 
in Zelne's, poſleſſion , ' eſpetrally in that part of the 
long Letter, of the 21 of June ; which-was nor 
written in Cypher, That the ſaid Spence, alias'$, 
as he afterwards own'd himfelt for. the Man; 4new 
hu the ſaid Earls Addreſs; ani how to write ro him; 
adding, That-he could '4nſtruth:{Holmes.1n this Cys 
pher; elſe he had loft fix hours Work. Noo oh 
. Wherefore upon- this aſlurance >that-, eSipence 
could Decypher' the. Letters, he was examined 
before the” King ; bat nor confeſſing any ching 
material , and ſeeming; reſaly'd not to do it, he 
was ſent into Scotlandg: where. he was brought to 
diſcoyer, the whole Intrigue ;,.acknowledg'd I hat 
he. hianſelf.'was 'the  B:,; on Butler' mention in the 
Letters : That, thoſe, ſuperſcrib'd to Weſt'and Ro- 
bert. Thomfon. were dfefed to. Major Holmes under 
theſe: falſe Names : i That be the faid Spente could 
open, the Letters, and-explamthe way of reading 
them; which; he. did! and::.cthen juſtified upon 
Oath.,che Explanationche had/made torbe.lacctarr 
digg to; their true ileal$;5;*- 2 ids od a hl 
. Jt happendallo ac ghe. fameime, whillt Spence 
was under cloſe Examination , that MriGnorot 
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Croechie, a Scotch Gentleman skill'd in the Art of 
Cyphers, did, without any the leaſt Comnuni- 
cation with pence; Decypher ſome of the princi- 
pal of the ſaid Earls Letters ; and when both 
Spence's and Mr. Gray's Copies were found to 
agree exattly,: there could not poſſibly have been 
&ven 4 more certain Demonſtration of the Truth 
of Spence's way of Decyphering, which he con- 
fes'd he was taught by Argpe himſelf; 

[n this manner were thefe Letters proved Au- 
thentick, and the right meaning of them-unfolded. 
And it is evident by the. plain Feriur of them, 
that fome of them were written by the'faid Earl 
juſt about the timeichae the Canfpiracy was near 
ripening,and when he'was inform'd of Ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds only order'd eo be fent him : Others 
ters written after he had heard that the Plot was 
diſcoverd, ob Gn 7 _ 
In rr thoſe Papers i is caſte to trace 
bat manifeſt Footſteps of the whole Conſpiracy. 
Bur panticufarly "that of - Fane 2rft\ New Style; 
which is Fune 11th of - the Engliſh', written the 
very day before Keeling made the firſt diſcovery, 
contains nov only-a vehemene Expoltulation 6f-the 
fai& Eark of Argyle's rouching the dehay v the 
Meney from England, ard\ the firallneſs of the 
Sum defign'd ; but a plain-Narration how the Tq- 
furretion was to be concerted in both Kingdoms: 

The Body: of the Letter was written in Cy- 
pher, the. Preface and Paltheript in plain Hand ; 
in both: there is reference made 1o-Butlds, 'that ts 
Spence's, being able to expound ity and from the 
very fame Spenco was taken the Expotition of it 
Upon Oak, EU0123.clictIL,7.5 TO 1 f Ch \ 
Ne 3 { Therein 
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Fherein the: ſaid Earl tells his Correſpondent 
in England Y T hat be knew not the Grounds their 
Friends had gone «pon to offer [0 little Money, noy 
aid he underftand what Afiflance they would give": 
Phat till BY knew both and heard what Carſtares, or 
any other they ſhould fend over, had to ſay 5 he Pty 
e his ſervice, nor oof againſt 


However. \that the. faid, Earl; had truly miention'd 
in hs. Propaition formerly made the wery, leaſt Sun 
be thought could do the, 'Buſmeſs,effettually; which was 
not half of . what had been 'requi/ge 1u another Fun- 
tture of eAfairs : That what .e Money he. propes'd 
to be ras d, was fa gnuch within the Power. of. the 
Perſons concern'd, that if a little leſs could do the 
Guſineſs, he bad thaught ut would, not be. ſtood npon : 
That #be {aid Earl; zeckon'd\the, Aﬀiſtancenof ithe 
Horſe abfolately neeeary fak bag Varſe KRrwh; Th 
as t9- the \proxiſe. ﬀNwier. nath.d,. he mankd not \þ 
peheaplonyy (but | he 7 lied wACre would ,geed, wil 
effectiial Number 3: That: rage. might be. as ea 
rau'd as 5 or 600 ; and it were hard if it ſtuckzat 
the Odds... It 41:24 bend) WJ) 0) GAYA TT) KL 

\. That they houltd "ronfider;*wherber alt vaght to'be 
haz arded pon fo fihall difference as to he eMto- 
neg: That thotgh "is true, what was proponnded ts 
more by Þalf\ than" it requiſite for the” firſt "Weeks 
W, ork , Jet © ſoon after, "all of oye will be neceſſary ; 
and then Arms cannot be ſent like Money by Bills.” 


1 #1 LATE : WAYTY \\\* \ Jag vo, 


»\Y | 1 \ I$.i\- \ 
1. I bat tbere are above 1200 Horſe and. Drax 


£9915, - and\\2:0900, Foot »at.\ leaſh 1 Scatland » Pl 


well. eAppatmted , .and tolerahly well. Communded.: 
*X\ M 2 That 
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That it were hard to expeit Country-People on Foot 
without Horſe ſhould beat them triple the Number : 
T hat if Multitudes could be got together, they would 
flill need more Arms and more Proviſions. .. 
That if fome conſiderable Thing be not ſuddenly 
done at the firſt appearing, it may fright a little, but 
will do no good: = NS bY 
That the Standing Forces will take up ſome $ta- 
tion ; probably at Stirling : T hat they will have for 
eAid not only the Militia of Twenty T houſand Foot, 
and Two Thouſand Horſe; bit all the Heritors, to 
the Number it may be of Fifty Thouſand Men : 
Fhat though many ſhould be unwilling to fight for 
the Standing Forces, yet moſt will once joyn, and 
many will be as concernd for them ; as any can be 
againſt them. © 5 Fon = | 
| That though the ſaid Earls Party ſhould have at 
firſt all the ſucceſs imaginable, yet it us impoſſible 
but fome pill keep together, ad have Affftance from 
all the three Kangdoms ; the it will not be time to 
call for more Arms, far ” for more Money to buy 
them 3 and they ſhould then prove hke the Fooliſh 
Virgis, | oo: 2 
| That it is next tobe confider'd how the diſcontemed 
Engliſh Lords could employ ſo much Money, and ſo 
many Horſe, better for their own Intereſt, though 
the Proteſtant Gauſe were not concernd ; this being a 
litte Sum, and ſmall Fonds to raiſe fo many Men 
and by Gods Bleſſing to repreſs the whole Puwer of 
Scotland. STE 4 
That the Horſe to be ſent from England need ſtay 
bat a bittle __— do Fl unleſs or Fs 


fhould make Scotland the Seat 0 the War ; which 


world be yet more to'the Advantage of England... 
x Fhat 
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T hat by the beft Husbanding the T otal of the My- 
ney propoſed, it cannot purchaſe Arms .and abſolute 
Neceſjartes for one tume, for an Army of the N'um- 
ber they were to deal with : That nothing out. of the 
whole 1s defign'd to be beſtow'd on many things uſefud, 
and. ſome neceſſary, .4s Tents, Waggons, Choaths, 
Shooes, Horſe, Horſeſhoves, &c. All which are not 
only once to. be had, but datly recruited, much leſs was 


any of it apportion'd to provide :for Meat 'or Drink, 


Intelligence, or other mcident Charges. 


That ſome honeſt well-meaning good People may 
undertake for little, becauſe they can do little, and 
know little what us to be done. 


T hat the ſaid Earl had made the Reckoning as 

low as if he had been to pay it all out of his own 
Purſe : T hat he was reſolv'd never to touch the Mo- 
ney ; only to have it iſſued out according to Order : 
T hat he freely ſubmits to any knowing Souldier for 
the Liſt+, and to any skilful Merchant for the Prices 
he had calculated. 
That it will bea great Incouragement for Perſons 
of Eſtates and Conſideration to venture , when they 
ſhall know there u a Projett and ow of the 
whole eAffair, and Neceſſaries provided for ſuch an 
Attempt. Ones DOT een 
| That if. after the ſaid Earl ſhall have ſpoken 
with Carſtares, he ſees he u able to do any Service, 
he will be very willing ; if he be not able, he will pray 
God ſome other may. 


That before it be given over, he wiſhes he might 
have ſuch a Conference as he had mentioned 1n ano-. 


ther Letter a week before ; wherem he had offer 4 


either 
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cithiy t0.come over privately an Perſon, or to meet 
any to be ſent from hence. = 

'T bat heexpetted.not all, the Horſe Faw the a: 
wad: Lords; but ſome coufh derable oe might be 
ras'd by. particular briends)\. | 

\T hat:he:had\ yet \mnore t0 add, to ai all:-he had 
| ſaid, but-1t\tonld not-/be. expyeſt d' at that". iſtance * 
I hat ſomething more was \to be. done” to\ prevent the 
Deſigns of "the Enemies , -which he. dares not 10 
mention , leſt it fhould put .them. on their (Greard.: 
[ hat he has a conſider able Direttion in his Head, 
but all is-m Gods Hands. — 


Thais 1s a faithful and April Abfirag of the 
Myſtical. Letter ; than which, how could there 
have been expreſs'd. by Words a more compleat 
Deduction:of: the faid Earl's part in the \deſign'd 
Infurrection * 13s 
Immediately after; the Ciymhers, TORN in 
words #t: large;: Je Total, um 1s. $28 (Grudders, 
and 8 Stivers, that will be paid You! by Mr. | TROP 

W hich laſt Clauſe was the Rule, whereby Mr. 
Gray found out; and Spence diſcoverd the” De- 

phering of the whole peo and it was accor- 
{. ingly done by each of them apart, by makin 
eight Columns, and placing 128 words in II 
Colman deſcending, as upon view of the "Au- 
thentick Printed Copies will appear to any Man 
beyond all Contradi&tion. 

In ſhort, this Letter of the late Earl of Areyle's 
Was knowa: by many of the Privy Council there 
to be his:Hand 5 and his-own Lady: upon:\Oath 
depoſed, '.She $new it to be'. his, —_— ſhe aid n6t 


know the (Contents-of \tt, 
And 


nth 
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And ſuch is the Account that js to be given of 
the ſaid Earl of eArzyle's Loyalty, which he had 
delir'd might be the only Standard in what ſenſe 
he would take the I ep. 

Hitcherto he had been by Inheritance Lotd High 
Admiral and Juſtice General of Arg yle, T arbar, 
and the Iſles, and great Maſter of the Houſhould. 
He was by his Majeſty pur into Plices of greatDig- 
nity and Truſt; he was made extraordinary Lord 
of the Seſſ1on, one of his Majeſties Privy Coun- 
cil; and one of the Lords Commifſhoners of the 
Treaſury, And atter his Fathers Condemnation 
for the higheſt Crimes, and his own Forfeiture of 
his Honour and Eſtate for Treaſonable Expreſh- 
ons in a Letter of his, he was reſtor d to all his 
Father paſlek'd , except the Title of MarquiG; 
' Pat notwithfitanding/all thete, and many more 
Obligations of the: hke nature which he had to his 
Majeſty, his fondneſs of efteem with the Fatious. 
People, his averſton to Monarchy, and: hatred of 
the Royal Family, particukarly of the Duke of 
York, led hum to this height of Ingratitude. 

Thi, and divers other Letters of the like trai- 
terous importance, all written with Argyle's own 
Hand,being at.one andthe ſame time raken abour 
Major Hdbmes, the Perſon chiefly intruſted by the 
fad] Earl to recerve and convey all his Correſpon- 
dences with, Englaud aud Scotland, it cannot. be 
doubted but very many more Papers of the ſame 
dangeraus Tenar had been this way interchang'd 
berween) him and the Engliſh and Scotch Confpi- 
rators, during the whole progres of the Condpi- 
tac. Efpeciatly ng.;thatin ſome of theſe, 
the: Eacd of 4g nie icters:to ſome A 
| r0- 
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Propoſitions which he ſays he had made in others; 
and there are no ſuch Expreſſions to be met with 
in all theſe Letters that are taken : Beſides that 
with the Letters themſelves there were alſo ſeiz'd 
about Holmes ſeveral Alphabets, and a Key of 
Words; whereas of one of the Alphabets there 


| has been as yet no uſe found in Decy phering ; and 


though in the Key there are Eighty new-coyn'd 
Words, yet not above-Six of them are made ufc 
of in all the parcel of the faid Earls Letters hi- 
therto intercepted. | | N 
However by the Light thefe Letters gave, fo 
well agreeing with ſeveral other Intelligences re- 
ceiv'd from many Hands, his Mafefties Council 
of Scotland were. abundantly convine'd that the 
Bloody Deſign. had. reach'd thitlter alfo 5 and 
therefore immediately order'd-the- bottom of the” 
Bnſineſs to be ſearch'd into by a Secret Commit - 
tee. Whereupon Warrants were iffued out there 
to apprehend Walter Earl of Parras, Brother-in- 
Law to the Duke of Monmouth, Sir Patrick Hume 
Laird of Polwart, - Pringle Laird of Tor- 
woodlie, James Murray Laird of Philiphaugh, and 
Hugh Scot Laird of Gallowſhiels ; all of 'them be- 
ing Perſons named by Carſtares and others as Par- 
takers with Argyle in this Treaſon, .as'they had 
been formerly. moſt ative with him, 'in 'endea- 
vouring to diſturb the Loyal Proceedings of the 
Parliament for enaQting the Teſt, 7 7 © 1h 
Of theſe the Laird of Polwart and Torwoodhe - 
having been the moſt bufie , and fo : conſtious'f 
their greater guilt, conceal'd themſelves; 'andhave 
hithertoeſcaped ;. the other three weretaken, . gat! 
brought to: Egenburg, where they freely» confels'& 
<7; upon 
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upon Oath : As did allo, Gommiſlary Mom onroe, 
who had been lent, thiches Peſoneriout of Enplebd 
"All which Depolitions and Confeſſions chey-agdin 
repeated and confirm'd in-the-ſlame;ſolemna man- 
ner at the Tryal of Mr. IW ullan Baillie of. :Fer- 
wſ wood. 

_ The Earl of Toru Re Fre cities craving. or 
recei ving any ſecurity tor-himfelk, gideingdnube- 
fly contels 

- © That about the time, when Sir Fob Cobras; 
*and Compiſlary-eMeonree got their Commillion 
©from the (;arolina, Company fori Lundon, «Mr. 
« Baile, defar 'd him. to ſpeaki-to; Abnroe,:thatthe 
might be added tothe non: Telling: him 
F-that he :was reſolyed. to g9-to- Loydpn: however 
< upon his gn charges : Fort that: his} and their 
«-g0ing about the Carglina bulineſs,was only a Pres 
; tence and a.Blind ;, bur che;4rue deſign was:'tb 
* puſh forward the Prop le-of- \&ngland, who did 
* nothing but talk, to go more ctleually about 
< their buſineſs. - *.: 
LY "That, rot the ſaid Baillie did ſettle a COr- 
c reſpondence with; the Deponent, whereby the 
* one. Was, £o.give an-account what paſt between 
< the Country party 1n England, and the Scotch 
L * Men there ; the other to write back what OC- 
; * curr'd in .Scotland. 

< That the faid Baillie told him, the only way 
.C to ſecure the Proteſtant Religion, . was tor the 
© * King to ſuffer the Parliament to ſit, and paſs the 
c Bill of Excluſion : Which the King might be 

<induc'd to do, if the Parliament would take ſharp 
c * and brisk Mealures: with hun, | 
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£ them; 


© That after the 'faid Baillie went. to London, 


© he did give the Deponent account by Letters, 


*; 


© how — in great diſorder there ; but he 


© hoped efteQual' courſes were taking to remedy 

©That Mr, Robert Martin did come to Mr. 
* Pringles of T orwoodhe m May 1683, and brought 
© the Deponent a Letter from the ſaid Baillie chen 
© at London: FE 

*. That «Martin told the Deponent; things in 
© England were 1h great diſorder, and like ro come 
©tro4 height; but the Country Parry were confi- 
* dering of Methods for ſecuring the Proteſtanc 
© Religion: | 


© That the Scotch-Men at London had ask'd 


© 20000 Pounds , but that Argyle was to have 


© 10000 /. which Sum was to be ſent by Baillie 
© into Holland to buy Arms, and then Argyle was 
©to Land with thoſe Arms in the Welt-Froblands 
© of Scotland, © | 

<'Lhe Earl of Tarras depoſed farther, That Phi- 
* liphaugh and he went to Gallowſhiels Houſe, where 
* they met with Polwart and Gallowſhiek. 

© That there it was diſcours'd among them; 
* that in caſe the Engliſh ſhould riſe in Arms; it 
* was neceſſary ſo many as could be got on the Bor- 
* ders, ſhould be 1n readineſs to deal with Strag- 
© lers, and Seiſe on Hoffes, and thereafter joyn 
© with thoſe. that were in Arms on the Borders of 
* England * That: then it would be convenient to 
© ſurprize Berwick, Stirling , and ſome other 
© ſtrong places : That ſome Perſons ſhould be em- 
* ploy'd to inquire what Arms were in the Coun- 


* try : That it was reſoly'd every one ſhould 


© ſpeak 
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* ſpeak to, and. prepare ſuch particular Perſons as 
* they could truſt, not at firk in plain terms, but 
© indirefly, and upon ſuppolition of a Riling in 
* England : T hat there was a VVord and Sign to 
«be uſed atnong them, the Sigh was by looſing a 
© Button on the Breaſt, the VVord was Har- 
* mMony. - | | p23 Wt 

© That it was agreed _ them all; - that che 
© beſt time for Argyle to Land, was when there 
<{hwuld be a Stir in England. Stir being the word 
* which thefe Scorch Traytors and the | cod Ruſ- 
<fel uſed to exprefs-whar in plain Englittvis calld 
*open Rebellion, 


In. ther hike manner Cammiſlary eAlexander 
eMource deposd upon Oath, | 
© 'Fhac the Eart of Tarras did propoſe to him, 
© that Mr. Baile might be made one of the Com- 
* miſſioners for the Afﬀair of Carolina, 

* That he did go along with Mr. Baillie to 
* London, and heard him by the way regretting 
© the hazard their Laws, Liberties, and the Pro- 
* teſtant Religion were in. 

«< That Mr. Baillie ſpoke to the Deponent more 
* than once at London for getting Money from the 
© Engliſh to be ſent to Argyle, to bring home Arms 
* for the ſaid eArgyle's uſe to raiſe an InſurteQior 
© in Scotland. 4 

© That in Bailte's Chamiber in London, William 
* Veitch a Forefault, that is, a declared Traytor, 
* being preſene,Sir fohn Cockran did expreſly ſpeak 
© of Money to be fent to Argyle for the forelaid 
* purpoſe, 
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»;, That on aur! WP" jon he heard ſome of 
hem fay, there would be 20000: Men-in Scot- 
c _ 194 ready to afhilt the Rebellion. 

- + That Mr: Robert. Martin was ſent down: from 
wks Mecting 1n Bailke's Chamber to:ycotland; to 
«try what the Scots:-would do for their.own: Safe 
: That it was agreed the People of .Scotland 
oat riſe; when there was a riſing m*England. 
© Thatithe Coninuſſon was granted to: Martin 
all the Perſonspreſent, who were: the. [Lord 
: Neha, Sir Fohn. Cockran, the Cefſnaths Elder 
«alid Yoliiger, Mr.Wiltam Carſtares Mr. Wil- 
© liam Peitch, ” Terviſwood, and the IYeporent,” who 
« did all contribute Money towards his Journey. 
© That - Martin: at' his->nemurn fiom- Scotland 
© meeting with the Deponent;:;told him, Matters 
* were.in-ſuch a Condition there, as a:little would 
* kindle the Fire 1 n er to'a: Rebellion"; 


Tor 


alk a4 -_ _ 


Ther allo [ Wu - ira Lad of Philphangh 
confeſs'd,: and depoſed upon; Oath; 
That in May 1653 ; upon a Letter from Mr. 
* Pringle of I or nendb; to invite-him to his Houle, 
© he came, where he tound Mr. Martin lately 
© come fron Londan. 
\ © That upon diſcourſe Mario told Frey the 
c City was much irritated through ſome Attempts 
© upon their Privileges ; but that all honeſt Men 
© were of good heart, and: very brisk. 
© That Torwoodlie then told the Deponent he 
* expected the Earl of I'arras, having ſent. for 
«* him, becauſe Martm had: a: * yak directed to 
, him from Fer viſwood : Torwoodhie adding, That 
* there were great Matters in Agitation at London, 
© that 


— 
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© that Martin was come down with a Commiſſion 
* to. their Friends here ; but he: was to Commu+- 
© nicate his Infruftions only to Folwart and -him- 
* ſelf; who were to pitch on ſuch Perſons as they 
« thought fit. to intruſt with the Afﬀair :: That he 
© had. great confidence in the 1Deponent,and. there- 
* fore had ſent to acquaint him, that things were 
© now come to a Critts :-T hat he had reaſon to think 
* England would ſhortly,be in. Arms : That it was 
© no Proje& of an inconſiderable Party, but a De- 
* fign through the Kingdom: -Fhat many of the 
© fineſt Men, and of oreateſt Intereſt and Credit 
* were engaged in it-there, and-:-had agreed for 
* the advancing Money to fturnuth Arms here : 
< That -Polwart would be at Gallow/ hiels that 
c Night, and:it would.;be neceflary the Earl of 
© Tarras andthe Deponent ould confer with him 
* fully on che Bufinels, 
© That «about this. time the Earl of Tarras 
© came , who retired a little:to diſcourſe with 
© Martin, 
© That then T or woodle told the Deponent, that. 
* although Adartin would not Commune with 
* them upon his Commiſſion direaly, yetit would 
* be fit they conferr'd, and without taking notice 
* of his Commiſſion, diſcours'd of things: as their' 
own private Notions, abſtrated from any poub 
s —_ of a preſent Deſign. 
© That accordingly after Dinner they four re- 
* tired toa Chamber, and atter ſome general talk 
* of the Diſcontents'of both Kingdoms, theſe Sup-' 
< poſitions following were diſcours'd of, - Martrn 
* ſtarting all, or moſt of them. 
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, If the Country Party in England ſhould have 
thoughts of going imo Arms, what could be expetted 
bere in ſuch a caſe © 
Would it not be expedient to have a ſetled Corre- 
fpondence between that Party there, and here * 
Might it not be fo adjuſted , that both Kingdoms 
ſhould draw out in one day ? © 
eMigbt not as. many be. expeited in theſe Shires, 
and about Edenburgh, as would ſurprize the Rulers, 
and ſame to joyn with the Engliſh on the Borders, 
and ſeize on Berwick, others to attempt Stirling - 
Caſtle © | 
If Argyle ſhould at the ſame time Land in the 
VVeſt, and _ that ' Conntry , would not theſe 
Aleoſures contribute much t0 the Advancement and 
Intereft of the Party? Incourage ail that had an 
Inchnation to them, and feare. many others from- 
ating againſt them * Hnd fo they might have lei- 
ſure to jon" from all places.” eAnd then might it not 
be expetted there woutd be as many 1n this | fry 
as would be able to deal with the Forces here, at leaſt 
 &vert them from troubling England * 


Theſe Queries being propos'd, it was anfwer- 
ed, © That as to ſetling a Correſpondence, it was 
* very convenient for thoſe of a Common Intereſt, 
* but none could be found here fit to manage it that 
* would undertake it. 

© That as to tr5/ting, that is to ſay, Riſing at the 
* ſame time, that could not be done without di- 
* vulging the Defign to all Ranks of People, which 
© none would conſent eo, except thoſe already in 
* deſperate Circumſtances, and they would not ge- 
* nerally have much Influence. 
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. Thar the thing was not at all adviſeable for 
« Scotland, becauſe 'if thoſe, in England, eſpecial- 
ly in London, the. Spring of their motions, 
© ould happen to have an Interruption near the 
* time appointed, fhen the Scots not having timely 
© notice, might riſe alone, and ſo be expos'd as a 
© Prey. | x4 
| © That Argyle's coming was not much to be re- 
© lied on, by reaſon of the uncertainty of Sea-Voy- 
© ages : - That he might himlſelt be ſuſpe&ed of pri- 
* vate. Deſigns; that deſpair might blind his uſual 
© prudence, and prompt him to indigeſted Me- 
© thods ; ſo it was expeed few of the Gentry, buc 
© ſuch as were under very hard Circumſtances, 
* would embarque with him. That as to the 
« ſurprizing their Rulers, it was inveigh'd aga nt, 
* as an Adtion not to be thought of amongtt Pro- 
* teſtants., | 
© That then Martin told the Company, if any 
© had. a mind for a ſuit of Armour, he could pro- 
© vide as many as pleas'd, of a tiew Faſhion, ve- 
© ry light, and of an eaſie rate, from one who 
© had made a great many lately for honeſt Men 
©1n London. | 
* That then all the Company except Martin, 
© went to Gallowſbiels Houſe, where they met him 
$ and Polwart. 
_ - © That after Supper, having given atid recei- 
© ved mutual aſſurance that they were free to 
© commune with Gallowſhiels, and he with them, 
* touching matters of great Secrecy and Impor- 
* tance, they fate cloſe together, Polwart begin- 
* ning the diſcourſe : 


© And 
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* mon- Wealth Party ; and though Adonmouth 

* was ſhy on that account, yet he hoped he' would 

© engage, or he would be deſerted by that: Pat- 
«ty. ; ibs 

t That then Polwart mentioned the former 

© Queries, as overtures agreed on between other 

« Friends 


_ 
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© Friends in London, and the Princi pal Men of 


* that Party there: 
< That the Earl of Tarras and the Deponent 
© repeated their former anſwers, Gatlonſbiels joyn- 
*1ng forwardly with them. 
© That Polwart replied, He was fully of their 
* Opinion, if things were entire, but xeter'd it to 
© be confider'd, whether it were not better to com - 
* ply with ſome of theſe Methods, though not fo 
* juſtifiable as could be with'd, rather than diſap- 
© point the buſineſs totally. 
© That there was another argument urg'd againſt 
* riſing with the Engliſh , becauſe it was talk'd 
* there had been a Day appointed in England ir 
* Shaftsbury's tinie, which did not hold ; ſo they 
© were not to be relied on: 
© That then it was propoſed to be deliberated 
* what Methods were moſt proper in the Compa- 
* nies Opinion for .Scotland to follow, in caſe of 
* Englands Riſing firlt, | 
< That it was ſaid, All that could be expe&ed 
© or defired from Scotland was, that upon certain 
* News of Englands being in the Field, thoſe of 
© the Southern Shires ſhould preſently riſe, and as 
© ſoon as ſo many could convene, as would be able 
* to deal with ſtragling Parties, March to joyn the 
< Engliſh on the Borders, that then it would be 
< Cafinable for Argyle to Land in the Welt ; 
* and theſe Parties on the Borders might divert 
*the Forces, till he had time to put hinafelf into 


© 2 poſture. 
That it was left to Polwart to Commune with 
© others to this purpoſe. 


O «That 
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© That all the Company ſem'd to agree, they 
« ſhould move nothing in the Afﬀair, till they had 
«a certain account what England propos'd, and 
* who were to be their Heads ; that if they de- 
* ſign'd any thing againſt the _— Perſon, or 
* for overturning Monarchy, they ſhould not be 
* clear to joyN. 
© That it was recommended to all the Com- 
© pany, to be inquiring indirectly about the affe- 
© ions of their Neighbours, and what Arms 
* were amongſt them ; that ſo, if they ſhould 
* reſolve to joyn with the Engliſh , they might 
© know where to ſeek Men and Arms ſudden- 
<ly. 
7 That here it was faid by one, (by Polwart as 
* the Deponent thinks) That if the Earl of Tar- 
© ras, Torwoodlie, Gallowſhiels, and he took Horle, 
« moſt part of Tuor-Dale and Selkirk-Shire 
* would ſoon come to them, eſpecially when they 
© heard that England was riſen. 
* That they all agreed to meet there again at 
« Midſummer-Fair, when the account from Eng- 
* land migkt beexpeRed ; but in cale it came to 
« any of their hands ſooner, each promis'd to 
« advertiſe the reſt. | 
The Deponent farther added, he was told in 
private by Polwart or I orwoodlie, 
* That Polwart kept Correſpondence with their 
* Friendsat London, naming the Lord Mehkul, Sir 
*Fohn Cockran , Ferviſmood, and Commiſlary 
* Monroe. 
© That the Money to be advanc'd by the Eng- 
* liſh Party to Scotland, was ready - th Martin 
© left London, 
© That 
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* That it was expected within few days after, 
* it would be diſpatch'd with ſome Contident to 
« Holland ; that it was 10000 /. and was to be em- 
* ploy'd by that Confident at Argyle's fight; for 
* buying of Arms, and providing Shipping to 
* tranſport them with Argyle. 

* That as ſoon as the Scots at London got Notice 
© of their Contidents arrival in Holland, and that 
* all other things were concluded with the Engliſh, 
* which might be about the middle of Fune, then 
* they would come down into Scotland, and give 
* them a particular Account of all Reſolutions 
© taken, | 

© That the Deponent was told all Letters were 
* written by both Parties , as about the Carolina 
© Buſineſs, or concerning ſome Houſhold-Furni- 
* ture : "That there wasa Sign and'a Word agreed 
*o0n, that they might know with whom to uſe 
© freedom ; the Word was Harmony, and the Sign 
© was the Opening of Buttons on the Breaſt Coat; and 
* ſhutting them preſently. : | 

© That the Deponent never ſaw it uſed, except 
* when he viſited Parkþay in Edenburgh about the 
«end of June; who asking whether he had the ' 
* Word and Sign of the Carolma-Men, and the 
* Deponent having. given them, ſaid, He was 
© afraid the Carolina Buſmeſs did not go well, for 
© there had been ſome of the Managers expetted 
© there eight days paſt, but none were come. : , Nor 


© could he learn any of their Friends had heard from 


* them for ſeveral o_ I 1a 
The faid Fames Murray of Phi liiphaugh depoſed 


farther, © Thar at their. Meeting at Gallowſhiels it 
* was reloly'd they ſhould keep their Ceſs or Tax 


2 © unpaid 
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« unpaid till their next Meeting at Midſummer, 
«< and ſhould deal with all thoſe they had Influ- 
© ence upon to do the like, and that upon the Sup- 
© poſition mention'd in his former Oath. 


Next , Hugh Scot Laird of Gallowſhiels con- 
fels'd and depoſed, [hat the Earl of Tarras and 
Philiphaugh did come to his Houſe in May 1682. 
That Polwart came likewiſe thither, where there 
were Diſcourſcs and Propoſals, T hat if the Engliſh 
aid riſe in Arms, therr Friends in the South-Shires 


ſhould riſe with them : I hat they ſhould ſeize the 


Horſes belonging to the Kings Troops where they 

razed, and attempt the I own of Berwick, and 
the Caſtle of Stirling. 

T hat it was likewiſe there diſcours'd of the late 
Earl of Argyle's coming to invade Scotland ; but 
becauſe of the uncertainty of Sea-Voyages, there ws 
hot much ftreſs laid upon it. i: 

That it was alſo propoſed, ſuch of the South- 
Country whom they truſted ſhould be acquainted with 
it : That Endeavours ſhould be uſed to learn what 
Arms were in the Country : That the Earl of Tar- 
ras, Philiphaugh, Torwoodlie, Polwart, and fome 
others ſhould draw to Horſe with the- firſt, when the 
riſmg fhould be m a readineſs ; and that it might be 
expetted the South parts of Tiviot-Dale and Selkirk- 
Shire. would jayn With theme. 

' The faid Gallowſhiels had alſo depoſed before 
the Lords of the Secret Committee, That the Earl 
4 Tarras and Philiphaugh being in his Honſe in 

ſay, diſconrs d of an intended Rifmg in England, 
and in Eondon tn particular, and of Propoſals made 
to the Scots to'rife with them : That Polwart was 


there 


of the Horrid Conſpiracy. 


there preſent, and told them he was ſure the Engliſh 
intended ſo ; I hat they diſcoursd it was fit to ſeize 
Berwick and Stirling : It was alſo talk'd of bringing 
the Duke of York to bu I ral. 

The ſaid Gallonſhiels depoſed farther before the 
Lords of the Committee, [hat in the Month of 
May 1683. the Earl of Tarras, Hume of Pol- 
wart the Elder, and the Laird of Philiphaugh came 
to the Deponents Houſe, where they ſpake of the ſe- 
curity of the Proteſtant Relivion, Fs of a Party it 
England who would ſecure or feize the King or Duke: 
That if any ſhould riſe in Arms to defend or reſcue 
—_ there was another Party who would riſe againſt 
1-1/7 

That it was propoſed ſome Country-men ſhould be 
ſpoken to, to try their Reſolutions : I hat it was like- 
wiſe propoſed to ſeize the Officers of State. 

T hat it was there ſaid , Sir John Cockran was 
to: come to the Weſt from England to advance the 
Deſign : | I hat the Earl of: Argyle was to Land in 
the Weſt Highlands to raiſe that Conntry. | 
+ . That-bf- theſe Matters all. that were preſent diſ- 
cours'd , as.of an: Affair ' they ' were gitating , and 


wherein themſelves were particularly concern'd. 


"Theſe ſeveral: plain and -full- Proofs, together 
with the, Depolitions of Carſtares befare-mentioned, 
being alſo-ſtrengthen'd by the Confefſions of FT ho- 
mas Shepard and Zachary Bourn, and all exhib1- 
ted at the Tryaliof ilkam. Baillie of Ferviſwood, 
were not-only over-abundancly ſufficient to con- 
vince the Perſon accuſed 'of his particular ſhare in 

the Guilt ;-but they alſo-remain as ſo many ſtand- 
ing \and-:indubitable Teſtimonies of the Truth by 
ef: | 


104. 


A True Account 


dersclearer comprehending the whole progreſs of 


the whole Conſpiracy between the Engliſh, and 
Scotch Rebels. 

Afer all this, how 1s 1t poſſible that the moſt 
audacious of the FaCtious Party of both Nations, 
notwithſtanding their being ſo expert in driving on 
the Trade of Lying and traducing their Gover- 
nours, ſhould ever have any tolerable colour of 
probability to invalidate or diſcredit the undoubted 
Evidence of {o many Witneſſes, moſt of them 
Men of high Quality, great Eſtates, potent In- 
tereſts ; all of them Zealous and indefatigable aſ- 
ſertors of the Rebelhous Cauſe ; and this Evi- 
dence given in by them art firſt voluntarily, and 
often again reiterated, and adher'd to, againſt 
Baillie their Clhiet Companion in Tniquity, their 
near Kinſman and Friend 7 - 

As for Baillie of Ferviſwood himſelf, the Per- 
ſons who paſs d upon. his Afſize did with one 
Vocce find the Crimes 'of Art and part in the 
Conſpiracy,. and.of concealing and not revealing 
the ſame, clearly. proved againſt him.'. Where- 
upon he was adjudg'd to ſuffer the Puniſhment of 
a Traytor :. His Life and Death being ſuch as 
might be expected from the Nephew and Son-in- 
Law of the Old Arch Traytor Warriſton , in 
whoſe Family. he was bred up, and tutor d under 
his.Diſcipliney: according to his'/Principles. W 

Such were the chief: Steps the Scorch Conſpi- 
rators had made in their part of the Treaſonable 
Deſign, as far. as through the» Divine Favour it 
has'been hitherto traced out by the Extraordinary 
Diligence; VVafdomand Integrity of his Majeſties 
preſent Miniſters in that Kingdom. : For the Rea- 


the 
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the Villany, the King thought beſt to have it thus 
repreſented in one view, and pur all together in an 
uninterrupted courſe of Narration : "Though by 
this Method divers things have been already ſpo- 
ken of, which in the natural courſe of time hap- 
pen'd after the ſeveral material paſſages, that re- 
main yet unmention'd, relating to the Engliſh part 
of the Conſpiracy. | 

Wherefore, to return to the Year 1633, and 
to what happen'd in England chat Summer, thort- 


ly after the firſt Diſcovery ; His Majeſty having 


now received irreſiſtible Proof of the certainty of 


the VVicked and unnatural Deſign , that the 
VVorld might have the like conviction, reſolv'd 
ſpeedily to bring ſome of the moſt Notorious 
MalefaQors to a fair and open Tryal. 

The firſt Perſon who was put upon juſtifying 
himſelf, was Lieutenant Colonel T homas Walcor, 
on the Twelfth of Fuly of that Year. Againſt 
him divers VVitneſles were produced, who, in 
their Depoſitions, firſt gave ſome diſtin& account 
of the Plot in General, and then of the particular 
{hare the Priſoner at the Bar had in tt. 

As to what concern'd Walcot himſelf, Colonel 
Romzey firſt depoſed, That the ſaid Walcot came 
out of Holland with Ferguſon after Shaftsbury's 
Death : That he came to Weſt's Chamber where 
he was preſent when a Liſt was brought of the 
Aſlaſſines, and agreed to joyn with them, in- 
tending to Command a Party to charge the 
Guards: That he undertook to go and view Rum- 
bald's Houſe, and bought a Horſe for that pur- 
poſe : That he* was preſent at the dividing of 
London into twenty parts in order to an Inſurrecti- 
on ; 
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on ; and at the Conſult for buying of Arms after 
the diſappointment at the Rye : That he was at 
the Meeting for carrying on the Conſpiracy on 
T hurſday before the Diſcovery : That after it they 
met at Captain Tracies, Walcot's own Lodgings, 
himſelf being preſent. 

Next foſtah Keeling ſwore that Walcot was at - 
the Trayterous Aſſembly at the Salutation-Tavern, 
when the Deponent was called Gulick, and a Health 
drunk to the Engliſh Gulick ; Weſt ſaying that Gu- 
lick in Dutch was Keeling in Engliſh ; adding, 
He hoped _ Keeling at the Head of as good an 
Army at Wapping, 4s it was reported one Gulick 
was then at Cologne. 

Then Zachary Bourn witneſſed, That Walcot 
uſed to come to Ferguſon when he lodg'd at his 
Houſe : That Walcot and ſeveral others met at 
the Dragon on S7ow-Hill, and often in other pla- 
ces, in order to raiſe Men, and divide the City 
into Twenty parts for ſecuring the King and the 
Duke : That almoſt every time they met, at 
leaſt three times, the Priſoner at the Bar was there : 
That he was at the Mecting at I racies, where 
they debated of ſtanding to it with Swords in their 
Hands, and of killing Keeling for having made the 
Diſcovery. - 

Robert Weſt's Teſtimony concerning him went 
ſomewhat farther back. He depoſed, That he 
became acquainted with Walcot the Summer be- 
fore, when he told the Deponent the (arolina 
Buſineſs was only a Pretence ; That he ask'd the 
Deponent upon the Ele&ion of the Sheriffs, Wl 
the People do nothing to ſecure themſelves ? There- 
upon. acquainting hum with an Inſurrection then 
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deſign'd within three weeks or a month : That 
Shaftsbury was in the Deſign, and had engaged 
him alſo : That he had an Expetation of being 
Colonel of Horſe ; asking the ſaid Weſt, Whether 
he would have any Command under him © That up- 
on his refuſal, he deſired him to lend him a Suit 
of Silk Armour : That the ſaid Walcot told him 
of ſeveral Deligns to Attack the King and the 
Duke : That in the Buſineſs of the Rye, he un- 
dertook to Command the Party that was to ſer 
upon the Guards : That after the Diſappointment, 
he met with the other Conſpirators, where they 
. diſcours'd of it, and complain'd they had not Arms 
in readineſs : That he ſometimes made one in the 
Traiterous Diſcourſes at the Deponents , and at 
the Young-Devil-Tavern : That he was preſent 
at the Meeting at [ractes relating to their eſcape ; 
the Priſoner at the Bar himſelf then ſaying, God 
would ſtill delrver the Nations. 
His Letter to Mr. Secretary Fenkins was alſo 
roduced, which he was proved to have own'd 
before the Council to be his Hand. The ſub- 
ſtance of it being, That he was come to Town 
to lay himſelf at Is Majeſties Feet : That this 
was the firſt Crime he had been Guilty of ſince 
the Kings Return, and too ſoon by much now : 
That he was ready to diſcover to his Majeſty all 
that he knew in England, Scotland and Ireland, 
which might be ſomething more than the firſt Diſ- 
coverer could acquaint him with, eſpecially as to 
Ireland : That his intimacy with a Scotch Mini- 
ſter, through whoſe Hands much of the Buſineſs 
paſs'd, occaſioned his knowing very much ; and 
that it was laid very broad, or he was miſ-1n- 
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form'd ; coneluding with a Propoſal that he would 
follow the Traytors who were fled, and give no- 
tice what Meafures they ſhould take ; with other 
the like Expreſſions. 

There was likewiſe a Paper given in Evidence 
that was taken about him in Newgate ; wherein 
he defir'd Romzey and Weſt to ſpare him, ſaying, 
- They had Ground enough to ſerve the King upon 
bther Men; 

But as to his private Confeſſion to the King 
npon his firſt Examination, that was not produc'd * 
- againſt him, though in that he had told divers 

new Particulars of the Confpiracy , and named 
the Men of Quality who had kben to raiſe 
the ſeveral Shires. | 

Againit all this alcot's Defence only conſiſted 
in his own denial of having had any Hand in the 
Aſlaſſination ; ſaying, * He knew well enough, 
* if he ſhould have undertaken to Charge the 
* Guards whilſt others Kill'd che King, he was 
* equally Guilty with thoſe that Kill'd him ; but 
* that he was ſick of the Gout during the Meet- 
* ings whilſt the King was at Newmarket : More- 
© over, that thole Witnefles were ſufficiently 
* dipped themſclves, and ſwore againſt him to 
* fave their own Lives : That Goodenough and 
*R#mbald he never knew : That the laſt Meet- 
* ing at his Lodgings was appointed by Romzey, 
© he himſelf knowing nothing of it : That he came 
* accidentally to the other Meetings only to hear 
* News. He'confeſled he heard there was a De- 
* fign amongft divers great Lords and Gentlemen 
* for aſleremg Liberties and Properties ; but that 
© he was not at their Conſultations. The Sum 
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* was, that he had heard a great deal of an In- 
* ſurre&tion, but had no hand in it, and therefore 
© his fault could be only Miſprition of Treaſon. 
* And as to his Letter , he alledged he had only 
* heard what he promiſed to diſcover from Fer- 
© TH/0N. 

gy the moſt material parts of this Defence, it 
was anſwer'd by his Majeſties Learned Council ar 
Law, That there is nothing more juſt than to 
make ule of ſome 'Traytors to Convit others, elſe 
[Treaſon might be hatch'd moſt ſecurely : That 
becauſe the Witneſles had been concern'd in the 
Plot, therefore they were to be believed ; for who 
ſhould know it but thoſe that were concern'd © 
That better Witneſſes could not have been had, 
except the thing had ſucceeded : That the very 
being at Treaſonable Conſults, and keeping them 
private, is not only Miſpriſion, but High Trea- 
ſon. And as to his having the Gout, Weſt told 
him, he remember'd it yery well by a good token, 
that Walcot himſelf faid, He was afraid when the 
time came, he ſhould not be able to draw on hu 
Boot. 

Bur the whole Evidence againſt Walcot being 
clear and poſitive Teſtimony, and what he plead- 
ed for himſelf being only his own ſingle Affirma- 
tion and Negation, without any ſupport of V Vit- 
nefles,the Jury immediately brought him in Guilty 
of High Treaſon. According to which Sentence 
he was Executed on the 2oth of the ſaid Month. 
At the time of his Execution he again acknow- 
ledg'd what he had told the King, and writ to the 
Secretary of State, © That the Bufineſs was laid 
© very ri ; he ſaid, An A@ of Indulgence 
P 2 © would 
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« would do well, becauſe the King had a great 
* many Men to take Judgment of : He perliſted, 
© he was to have had no hand in his Magjeſtics 
« Death, though he confeſs d it was propoſed when 
© he was preſent : He declaged he did not know 
*that this Conſpiracy was glder than the Angr/t 
* or September betore : but ſo.old he own'd it was. 


- The next Offender that came under the Stroak 


of Juſtice, was William Hone a _ who be- 


ing brought to the Bar, would preſently have con- 
feſs'd himſelf guilty of great part of the Accuſa- 
tion, But refuſing to confeſs all, he was requir'd 
to plead , and the next day was brought on his 
Tryal. Then again he deſir d he might retract 
his Plea, and offer'd to plead Guilty. But fince 
he would not own the whole Indi&ment, for Sa- 
tisfaction of the World the Evidence againſt him 
was produced. 

Foftah Keeling ſwore, That the Priſoner at the 
Bar was at the Dolphin-Tavern,when ſeveral ſorts 
of Arms were agreed on to be provided under the 
borrow'd names of S'wan-Quills,Gooſe-Quills,Crow- 
Quills : That after that Meeting, Hone told the 
Deponent, He was to be one of them who were to 

o down to the Rye to Aſlaſſinate the King. That 
b fince alſo told him, It would never be well till 
the Black-Bird and the Gold-Finch were knock'd 
on the Head ; explaining thoſe terms to be meant 
of the King and the Duke. To which VVitnels 
Hone reply'd in open Court, That as to the Black- 
Bird he own'd it, but not «8 to the Gold-Finch. 

Then Weſt depoſed, That Goodenough having 
cold him he would try Hone, whether he would 

attempt 
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attempt on'the Duke without the King, the De- 
ponent ask'd Hone, VVhether he had ſeen Good- 
enough f He anſwer'd, He had, and that he had 
ſpoken to him, about.a job for the Duke, That 
at another time 4lſ@ Hone ask'd the Deponent, Mz- 
fter, ſhall we donothpyyg ? Adding, T hat if the Duke 
of Monmouth would be true, and appear, he would 
bring 50 or 60 Men from the other fide of the Wa- 
ter, to help to do the Buſmeſs. And that the De- . 
ponent demanding what Bulineſs * He anſwer'd, 
A brisk Puſh at the two Brothers. That being fur- 
ther queſtion'd, VVhat Brothers © He ſaid, The 
Captain and Lieutenant ; which were the counter- 
feit Names they ſometimes uſed for the King and 
the Duke. 

Then Sir Nicholas Butler depoſed, He had 
known Hone many years, and always knew him 
guilty of plotting, contriving, and ready for ſuch 
Enterpriſes as this : particularly that he had pro- 
poſed taking oft the King and the Duke with 
Croſs-Bows from Bow-Steeple, whilſt they were 
ſtanding in a Houſe dire&ly over againſt it on the 
Lord Mayors Day : That Hone confeſs'd this 
very thing when examined before his Majeſty : 
That he had alfo acquainted divers Perſons, 
that he was to make one to kill the King and 
the Duke. 4.5 | 

Then Captain Richardſon ſwore, that the Pri- 
foner confeſs'd to Sir Nicholas Butler, in his pre- 
ſence, that Goodenough came to him and told 
him, he wanted Labourers ; That Hone . asking 
him for what © Goodenough ſaid it was to kill the 
King, and the Duke : "That he did agree to be 
one of the Number : Tliat Hone did fay another 


time, 
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time, he was for killing the King, and ſaving the 
Duke ; but that Goodenough was for both : That 
he told them of the buſineſs of the Rye, calling it 
the place where the King was to have been Mur- 
der'd. 

To all this Hone made no other anſwer, but 
that he was drawn in by Coodenough ; and as tor 
killing the King from Bow-ſteeple, he was told of 
it by another. So the Jury found him Guilty 
without going out of the Court. 

At his Execution, he own'd himſelt Guilty of 
the Crime for which he ſtood condemn'd ; Only 
alledging again, That he was drawn in. He 
confeſs'd alſo, he did fay he was for killing the 
King, and ſaving the Duke of York. 

On which laſt Expreſſion the Factious Party 
immediately laid hold. And they have fince 
moſt wu made uſe of it in their Libels, 
both at home and abroad , to take the Aſperſton 
of this Conſpiracy oft from themſelves, infinua- 
ting that this ſaying of Hones ( a Notorious Fa- 
natick ) muſt needs prove him to have been a 
conceal'd Papiſt. Whereas it is apparent , he 
ſaid it upon a quite different account : Since it 
was a common opinion among them, That if they 
could but do the Kings bulineſs, their work againſt 
the Duke would be much eaſier : A Leflon firit 
taught them by their great Maſter the Earl of 
Shaftsbury. For when in one of their Trayte- 
rous Cabals, among other Conl1derations of time 
and place for killing the Royal Brothers, that be- 
tween Hampton-Court and Windſor was propoſed, 
and ſome excepted againſt it, becauſe his Majeſty 
and his Royal Highneſs ſeldom went that way to- 
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gether ; the ſaid Earl adviſed them not to ſtand 
upon that, and not to omit the opportunity of ma- 
king the King away for any ſuch Obje@ton ; gi- 
ving this wicked reaſon for his advice ; That : 

the King were once diſpatched, they ſhould eaſily be 
able to deal with the Duke of York ; grounding hi's 
Judgment on a moſt falſe Suppoſition , that the 
People were generally averſe from his Royal 


Highnels. 


The next Criminal arraign'd was William Lord 
Ruſſel, who was brought to his Tryal Fuly the 
13th of that year. 

Againſt him Colonel Romzey depoted, © That 
*inthe end of Ottober, or the begirining of No- 
* vember 1683. there met at Mr. .Shepard's Houſe 
< in Abchurch-Lane, the Duke of Monmouth; the 
* Lord Gray, the Lord Ruſſel; Sir T homas Arm- 
* ftrong and Ferguſon: That the Earl of Shafts- 
© bury deſtred him to go to them thither, to know 
© what reſolution was taken about the Riling of 
© Taunton: That hedid go, Mr. Shepard earri- 
« ed him up where they were, and he deliver'd his 
« Mefſage 2 That the Anfwer was, Mr. Tren- 
© chard had fail d them; and there could be no more 
© done in the matter at that time: Fhat there was 
© at the ſame time a diſcourfe by all the Company 
© about ſeeing what poſture the Guards were in, 
* that they might know how to {urprize them ; 
* That ſome of them undertook to go and ſee : 
* That my Lord Ruſſel in particular did fpeak 
* about the Riſing, and gave his conſent to it. 

Then Mr. Shepard fwore, © That in Offober 
* laſt, Ferguſon requeſted of him, m the _ 
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© of Monmouth's Name, the conveniency of his 
© Houſe, for ſome Perſons of Quality to meet 1n ; 
« That the ſame Day in the Evening the Duke of 
* Monmouth, the Lord Gray, the Lord Rufe!, 
« Armſtrong and Ferguſon came : T hat they defir d 
© to beprivate, and none of his Servants to come 
"© up : That their diſcourſe was, How to ſurprize 
©the Guards: That the Duke of Adonmouth, 
* the Lord Gray and Armſtrong went one Night 
to the Mucs to view them : That the next 
© time they came, Armſtrong ſaid , I he Guard 
* were remiſs, aud the thing was feaſible : That 
* they had two Meetings of this kind at his Houle ; 
© T hatin one of them ſomething was read by Fer- 
* guſon in the nature of a Declaration, ſetting forth 
© the Grievances of the Nation in order to a Ri- 
© ſing : That he could not fay politively the Lord 
© Ruſſel was there when it was read ; but the faid 
* Lord was there, when they talk'd of ſeizing the 
© Guards. | | 

Then the Lord Howard of Eſcrick gave his De- 
poſition, conſiſting of two parts, a general De- 
claration of what he knew of the whole Conſpi- 
racy, and his particular Evidence touching the 
Lord Ruſſel's being engaged in it. 

In the general part, his Teſtimony was agree- 
able to what has been already cited out of his | a 
feſſion to his Majeſty ; only in ſome paſſages he 
was more particular as to Perſons, eſpecially con- 
cerning Lieutenant Colonel Walcet, the Earl of 
Shaftsbury, the Lord Gray, and the Duke of 
e Monmouth, as appears by the Printed Tryal. 
| zBur what peculiarly related to the Lord Ruſſel 
was to this cfte&t ; That after the Earl of Shafts- 
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bury's Flight, the chief Perſons concern'd in the 
Conſpiracy in his tme, began to conlider they 
had gone ſo far it would be unſafe for them to 
make a retreat ; and that ſo great an Afﬀair con- 
liſting of ſo many Particulars, which were to be 
manag'd with ſo much finenels, it would be ne- 
cellary to have ſome General Council : That 
theretore they refolv'd to erect a Cabal amon 
themſelves, which was made up of fix Perſons; 
the Duke of eMermouth, the Earl of Eſſex, the 
Lord Kel, Colonel A:gernoon Sydney ; Mr: 
Hambden Junior, and the Deponent : That 
this was about the middic vi the Fanuary before : 
That then they met at Mr. Hamvden's Houle; 
where 1t was preſently agreed, their proper Pro- 
vince was to take care of the whole : I hat the 
chuet things they debated were, V Vhether the In- 
ſurreE&ion ſhould begin firſt in London or the Coun- 
try ; the Duke of Monmouth inliſting, it ſhould 
be firſt in the Country ; then what Countries 
and Towns were fitteſt, and moſt ready for AEi- 
on ; then, what Arms were to be got, and how 
to be diſpoſed ; then that it was neceſlary to have 
a common Bank of 25 or 30000 /:; to anſwer the 
occaſions of ſuch an Undertaking ; but that the 
reateſt point was to order it ſo, as to draw \Scot- 
oY into a conſent with them ; becauſe 1t was re- 
= all diverſion ſhould be given to the Kings 
orces. 


That about Ten Days after every one of the 


ſame perſons met again at the Lord Ruſel's 


Houſe : That they then came to a relolution, of 
ſending ſome Perſons to the Earl of Argyle; to fet- 
tle an Underſtanding with him, and that a Meſ- 
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ſenger ſhould be diſpatch'd into Scotland, to invite 
ſome Scotch- Men hither, who beſt underſtood the 
Eftate of Scotland, to give an account of it : That 
the Perſons agreed on to be ſent for were Sir fohn 
Cockran, the Lord eMehul, and one of the Name 
of (ambel : That to this purpoſe it was order'd, 
a Perſon ſhould be thought on that was to be ſent : 
That Colonel Sydney was intruſted to take care of 
that buſineſs : That the ſaid Colonel told the De- 
ponent, he had ſent eAaron Smith : That then 
they agreed not to meet again till the return of 
the Meſſenger ; who was gone about a Month 
before they heard any thing of him ; though the 
Letter he carried, could have done no great hurt, 
had it been taken, becauſe it was VVritten in a 
kind of a Cant, under the diſguiſe of a Plantati- 
on in Carolina : That all this Debate at the Lord 
Ruſſels went without contradifion, all there pre- 
ſent giving their conſent : That as for raiſing 
Money, every one was put tothink of ſuch a way, 
that Money might be colle&ted without Admini- 
ſtring Jealoufte : That after this the Deponent 
met no more with them ; but when he return'd 
out of the Coumry, he was inform'd Aaron 
Smith was come back, and that Sir Fohn Cockran 
was alſo come to Town. 

Then Attherbury the Kings Meſſenger depo- 
ſed, that the foreſaid Cambel and his Son were ta- 
ken in London, making their eſcape out of a VVin- 
dow in a Woodmongers Houſe, four Days after 
they had been in Town; during which ſpace, 
they conteſs'd they had chang'd their Lodgings 
three "Times, and that they and Mr. Bail, of 
Ferviſmood came to Town together. 
| Againſt 
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Againſt this Evidence the Lord Ruſſel's de- 
fence (beſides ſome ObjeQons in point of Law, 


wherein he was over-ruled by the Opinion of 


all the Judges chere preſent) was to this pur- 

le : 

* That the two times they met; was upon no 
« form'd Deſign, only to talk of News, and of 
< things 1n general : That the Lord Howard ha- 
« ving a voluble Tongue, they delighted to hear 
© him diſcourſe : That he knew of no ſuch Coun- 
© cil of Six choſen, for who ſhould chuſe them 7 
© That the Witneſles againſt him ſwore to fave 
© their own Lives,and therefore could nat be cre- 
* dible : That Romzey was notoriouſly known to 
* have been highly obliged by the King and the 
* Duke ; and it was ſtrange he ſhould be capable 
* of ſuch a Deſign as to Murder the King ; that 
* no Body then could wonder, if to ſave his own 
* Life, he ſhould endeavour to take away ano- 
* thers : Thatthe time by che 13th of the King 
© was elapſed, {ince the Proſecution was not made 
© in the {1x Months : That a Deſign of Levying 
* War is no Treaſon, except it appear by ſome 
< Overt A& : That there was but one Meeting at 
* Shepard's Houle, nor was he ever there but once. : 
© That then he came late, ſtaid not above a quar- 
< ter of an hour, taſting Sherry with Shepard ; and 
© that there ought to be two Witneſſes to one and 


* the ſame thing at the ſame time; 

Then he produced  VVitneſles to prove tha 
the Lord Howard, before he was taken; declar'd 
He believd the Lord Ruflel innocent, and knew no- 


thing agatnft him. 
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The reſt of his Juſtification confiſted of the Te- 
ftimony of ſeveral Perſons concerning the Virtue 
and Sobriety of his former Lite. 

As to what concern'd the Lord Howard's ſay- 
ing, He believed the Lord Ruſlel not to be guilty ; 
it was anſwer'd by the Lord Howard himſelf, *That 
© he confeſs'd he had faid fo, being then himſelf not 
© accuſed, ſo that he intended to out-face the thing 
* both for himſelf and the Party ; but now his 
* Duty to God, the King and his Country re- 
* quird it,he muſt ſay the "Truth ; and that though 
* the Council of Six were not choſen by any 
* Community, yet they did erect themſelves by 
* mutual Agreement one with another into that 
© Yociety. 

Thereſt was anſwer'd by the Kings Learned 
Council at Law, © That he was not Try'd upon 
* the 15th of the King, but upon the 25th of 
* Edward the Third : That to Raiſe a Conſpi- 
* racy within the Kingdom is what is call'd Le- 
* vying War 5] that Statute : That to deſign to 
* ſeize on the King, or to depoſe him, or to raiſe 
* the SubjeQs againſt him, hath been ſetled by ſe- 
© veral Reſolutions of the Judges to be within that 
* Statute, and Evidenees of a Deſign to kill the 
*King : That in Caſesof Treaſon, it is not ne- 
* ceflary there ſhould be two Witneſſes to the 
* ſame individual Fa&, at the fame time ; but if 
* there be two Witnefles of things tending to the 
* ſame Fac, though at ſeveral times, and upon 
© ſeveral occaſions, it 1s ſufficient : That if there 
©*beone Witneſs of one A& of Treaſon, another 
*of a ſecond, another of a third , they will be 


© enough to Convi& a Man of High Treaſon : 


< That 
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© That ſo it was determin'd by the Opinion of all 
© the Judges in England, and by the Lords in Par- 
© liament 1n the Lord .Stafford's Caſe. 

It was farther urged , © That the VVitneſles 
© againſt the Lord Ruſſel were not profligate Per- 
* ſons, nor Men who wanted Faith and Credit 
© before that time ; but ſuch againſt whom there 
© had been nolegal Exceptions made by himſelt ; 
© That there was no Contradiion, no Corre- 
* ſpondence or Contrivance at all berween them ; 
* and that 1t cannat be imagined fuch Men ſhould 
* Damn their own Souls to rake away the Lite of 
* a Gentleman, againſt whom chey had ns Quar- 
© rel. 

As for Romxey's being much obliged to the 

King and the Duke, © That it was apparent by 
© many Inſtances, that no ſuch, though the great- 
© eſt Obligations, had hinder'd ill Men from Con- 
« ſpiring againſt his Majeſty. For was not the Earl 
* of Eſſex, were not divers others of the Conſpi- 
©rators in like manner obliged, and advanced in 
« Eſtate and Honour by the King * 

As to their coming only to Shepard's to taſte 
© Wine, it was faid, © T hat could not have been 
* the end of their Meeting : Why did they then 
* come ſo privately © Why then did they order 
© none of the Servants to come up * It was plain 
© the Deſign they met on, requir'd only ſuch Per- 
© ſons to be fear” A as had an Aﬀe&ction for the 
© Cauſe. 

It was alſo urg'd, © That it is not a good Ob- 
© ;e&ion againſt a Mans being Evidence in High 
© Treaſon, that he himſelf was engaged 1n 1t 4 
© but that;ſuch Men are the moſt proper Perſons p 
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© be Evidence, none but they being able to detect 
< ſuch Counſels. 

As for the ſeveral Divines, and Men of Honour 
and Quality produced to teſtifie the Virtue and 
Sobriety of the Lord Rgſſel's Converſation ; it was 
anſwer'd, © That an Aﬀe&ation of Popularity has 
* often proved a Snare ſtrong enough to tempt 
* many Men, who have otherwiſe been of great 
* Temperance and Virtue, Nor indeed can 
* there be any more dangerous Enemies to a State 
* or Kingdom, than ſuch as come ſober to endea- 
< your its Deſtruction. VVhich old and true Ob- 
ſervation was fignally exemplified in this parti- 
cular Caſe of the Lord Ruſſel : For Weſt depo- 
ſed, © That the Undera&ers in the Treaſon moſt 
* depended on the faid Lord, for this very reaſon, 
© becauſe they look'd on him as a Man of great So- 
< hriety. 

Upon the whole Proceſs he was found guilty of 
High Treaſon. But in ſtead of Drawing, Hang- 
ing and Quartering, the uſual and legal Penalty of - 
that Celeron was by his MajeſtiesCle- 
mency chang'd into that of Beheading. Though 
it is well known,this very Prerogative of the Kings 
having it in his Power to alter the Puniſhment of 
High Treaſon , had been vehemently diſputed 
by the Party, and particularly by the Sr Ruſſel 
himſelf in the = Stafford's Cale. 

\ The faid Lord Ruſſel at the time of his Death, 
which was the 21ſt of that Month, deliver'd a 
Paper to the Sherifts, and left other Copies of it 
with his Friends, whereby it was immediately 
diſpers'd amongſt the People ; the general drift of 
it being to make odious Inſfinuations againſt the 
| Coyern- 
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Government, invidious Refle&ions on the Mini- 
ſters of his Majeſties Juſtice, and undue Exte- 
nuations of his own Fault. 

As to the whole Matter of it, Time, the beſt 
Diſcoverer, and Light of Truth, has ſince ſhewn 
it to be full of Enormous Falſhoods : And for the 
manner of its Compoſure, it was ſuch, as rather 
became the Subtilty, Artifice and Equivocation 
of ſome crafty hypocritical Confeſlor, or Presby- 
terian Cafaift, than the Noble plainneſs and fim- 
plicity of a Gentleman ; eſpecially of One who 
in this very Paper ſo much boaſts of the Sincerity 
and Candoat of his whole Lite, and of his per- 
petual hatred of Tricks and Evaſtons. 

Among divers other notorious Shifts and Pre- 
varications contain'd in it, this is obſervable, Thar 
in this Paper he declares ſolemnly he never was at 
Shepard's in that Company but once, as in his 
Tryal he had atfirm'd abſolutely he never was 
there but once : whereas, beſides what Shepard pol1- 
tively ſwore, © That he was more than once there, 
*and in that very Company ; the ſaid Lord Ryſſel 
himſelf alſo, when he was Pxamin'd in the T ower 
by his Majeſties Command Fune 28th , conteſs'd 
He had been at Shepard's Houſe frequently; which 
Confeſſion after it was written down, read and re- 
peated by himſelf, he in great Agitation of Mind 
delir'd he might alter it. And the Alteration he 
made was to put in drivers times in ſtead of fre- 
quently, The Truth of which appears by the 
Original thus ſubſcribed, and corre&ed by the 
Lord Ruſſel ; and by the known wry 
Sir Leolyn Fenkins, Sir fohn Ernly, and his Ma- 
jeſties Atturney-General and ——— 
who 
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who receiv'd the Examination, and have atteſted 
the Alteration. 

The Lord Ruſſel likewiſe in the Printed Speech 
affirms, His intention of going to Shepards was to 
taſte Sherry; and in his Tryal he ſaid, He ſtaid 
not above a quarter of an Hour there taſting of Sher- 
79. Though preſently after in the very ſame Pa- 
per, forgetuing what he had ſaid , he acknow- 
ledges, He was defer d to go thither by the Duke of 
Monmouth, upon a bujmeſs of greater conſcquence 
than the taſting of Sherry : Which was, 4 hat the 
Duke of Monmouth call 'd upon him to tell him, that 
the Earl of Shaftsbury and ſome other hot Men 
would undo them all, if great care were not taken ; 
and therefore intreated him- tf go with him to She- 
pards. To this he adds, I hat when he came thi- 
ther, there were things ſpoken by ſome with much 
more heat than fudgment ; Things of the ſame 
Nature, no doubt, with thoſe he confeſs'd to have 
heard before in the Earl of Shaftsburys Compa- 
ny, which made the Duke of Aeonmouth himſelf 
cry out, Did you ever hear {0 Horrid a thing ? 
However all theſe Treaſonable Diſcourſes about 
making ſome St1rs as he ſtiles them, the ſaid Lord 
would fain have had paſs only for Miſprition of 
Treaſon. Though 1t is remarkable that in all 
thoſe his laſt Words, there is no more f1gn of his 
asking Forgiveneſs of God or the King , for his 
confeſs'd Miſprifion, than for the High Treaſon. 
Moreover in the fame printed Paper he folemnly 
avows, I here was no undertaking at Shepards for 
ſetzing the Guards ; none appointed to view or exa- 
mine them ; only that there was ſome diſcourſe then, 
and at other times, about the feaſibleneſs of it ; ade 


ding, 
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ding, That ſeveral times by accident he heard it 


mention'd, as a thing wight eafily be done: By 
which and other the like conceſſions in that Speech 
he well nigh grants himſelf Guilty of the Crime 
whereot he was accusd ; ſince the Judges often 
aſſur'd kim,that thoſe diſcourſes and Conſultations 
not reveald are High Treaſon. 

He farther fays, it was by a ſtrange fetch ; that 
a deſign of ſeizing on the Guards was conſtrued a de- 
ſign of killing the King. But that this conſtrudti- 
on was no ſuch ſtrange tetch, Colonel Walcot him- 
ſelf might have inform'd him 5 who both at his 
Trial; and his Execution ; did with far more 
Truth and Ingenuity allow, that 1t was the ſame 
thng for him to engage the Kings Guards , 27 
a kill'd him, as to kill him with his own Hands. 
* Though, to put this whole matter out of que- 
ſtion, touching that Conſultation at .Shepards, for 
ſcjzing the Guards , his Majeſty declares on the 
Faith of a King, appealing alfo to the Memory of 
his Royal Highneſs to confirm the ſame, That the 
Duke of Monmouth did, in expreſs Terms confeſs 
this very particular, and all the circumſtances of 
it to his Majeſty at the time of his rendring him- 
ſelf: Namely, I hat the foreſaid debate of ſu-priz.- 
ing the Guards was at Shepards; that the Lord 
- Ruflel was one - 4 the Perſons debating it ; that the 
reſult was, the Duke of Monmouth, the Lord Gray 
and Sir Thomas Armſtrong ſhould go view the 
| Guards in order to ſeize them ; that accordingly they 
three did go; and take a view of them to that end ; 
and that the report they made to the ſame Company 
at their next Meeting was, that the thing might 
be done, if they had any conſiderable ſtrength, 

| R 
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But what need any farther Proof of the infin- 
cerity of the Lord Kuſſel's laſt Juſtification, thart 
the foremention'd Depoſition of Carſtares * An 
Evidence not only by Law unqueſtionable, but 
fuch as cannor but be eſteem'd by the very Con- 
ſpirators themſelves of invincible ſtrength and 
conviction : Since he was a Man erninent 1n their 
Party, and one of their principal ſeducing Þeach- 
ers. And what the faid Carſtares depoſed res 
lating to the Lord Rufſel; his Majeſty chinks fit 
to be repeated here again, It was, 1 hat 
when he returnd into England out of Holland, 
where he had becn to concert matters with the E.rl o 
Areyle, for promotins the Ceneral Conſpiracy ; the 
—_— hy & with Sir Ss __ and ha- 
ving acquainted him with the Eart of ug, db ae - 
mands of 20000 1. Sterling, and the Thouſand 
Horſe and Dr agoons , vr John Cockran carried 
the ſaid Carltares to the Lord Rufſ41 ; to whom be 
propoſed the affair, but being then a perjet fArar.- 
ger, had no return from him at that time. That af- 
terwards the Deponent met with the Lord Ruſſel 
accidentally at Shepard's Houſe, where as Shepard 
affirm'd the ſaid Lord was come to ſpeak with him 
about the Money before mention'd. That when the 
other two had done talking, Carſtares himſelf deſir'd 
to ſpeak with the Lord Ruſſel ; and that in bu diſ- 
courſe with him, having retterated the former pro- 
poſution for the 30000 1. and the Thouſand Horſe, 
and Dragoons,” the Lord Ruſlel anſwer d in theſe ve- 
ry Words ; T hey could not get fo much Money rais'd at 
the time, but if they had 10000 I. to begin, that 
would draw People in, anil when they were once in, 
they would ſoon be brought ro more.” But as for the 
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1000 H orſe and Dragaons, he could ſay nothing at 


the preſent, for that behoved to be concerted on the 
Borders. 


By which plain Depoſition, agreeihg . with fo” 


many other VVitneſles, it is manifeſt-that when 
they whom the Lord Ryſſel truſted with Compo- 
ſing his laſt Speech, permitted hitn to. affirm on 


the word of a Dying Man, He knew nothing of 


any Deſign 4Zainſ the King or Kingdom , either 
they wi groſly prevaricate with him, or he with 


them, = 
| His Majeſty has judg'd it convenient that the 
whole Proceeding with the Lord Ruſſel ſhould be 
thus particularly recolle&ed, as well that one great 
Inſtance for all might be given of the Impartality 
and fair courſe in which the publick Juſtice was 
adminiſter'd againſt the Conſpirators, as alſo that 
it might appear with what weak Cavils, Ambi- 
uities and Tergiverſations they defended them- 
Zives both living and dying. For the others 
who wereafterwards brought to condign Puniſh- 
ment, it will not be {6 needful to deſcend into 
every minute part of their Tryals, Condemna- 
tions and Executions, which have been already 
faichfully publiſhed ; eſpecially ſince thoſe that 
followed made moſt of the ſame Obje&ions in 
Law and Fat as were before moſt ſolidly an- 
ſwerd. It will be enough only to make ſome 
few Obſervations, where any new Matter ſhall 
ariſe, for the fuller Demonſtration of the wicked 
Deſign. wg bag 


On Fuly the 13th of that Year, was Fobn Rouſe 
brought co Tryal. a_—_ him there was am 
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Evidence given: Fiſt by Þ homas Lea; © Thar 
* the faid Kouſe undertook to provide 100 Arms 
* for the City-Diviſions : That he ſaid, I\othing 
could be done untefs the King were ſeiz'd ; adding, 
We remeniber Forty One, when the King went .and 


ſet up hu Standard ; "9" nh we will ſeize thent 


that they ſhall not ſet up their Standard. 
© That he farther faid, Ir would be convenient 
* to have a Ball plaid on Black-Heath ; to that end 


© ſome Sea-Captains mult be ſpoken to, he promi- 


E ling eo ſpeak to Ten 3 That when the Ball ſhould 


 *©be won, every Captain might take his Party, 


| , 


©and tell them they had other Work , and then 
*o00 with long Boats and Arms to ſeize the 
* ſower : Fhat the faid Rouſe had ſeveral ſuch 
© Diſcourfes, and went divers times to view the 
©Tower to thatend : That after the Diſcovery he 
© faid to Goodenough and Nelthrop, Be nat diſcou- 
*rag'd, but let the oP 0 0n: That he ſaid, 
eT ake off the King and the Duks, and then no Man 
© can have ('ommiſſion to fight for them : "That he 
*alfo aiftirm'd, He was under an Oath of Secrecy, 
* never to truſs but one at a time with the De- 
*/egn- 

Then by William Leigh, <That the ſaid Rouſe 
©farther endeavour'd to get Seamen to feize on, 
*and Command fome of the Kings Ships, lying 
© as Guard-Ships at Woolwich and Deptford That 
© being ask'd, What he would do with hips without 
* Powder and Shot, with which they could not be pro- 
© wided except the Tower were ſurpriz'd  'He re- 
* ply'd, We muſt ſecure the Tower and W hitehal 
©Bdth; or we can db nothing, 


And 
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And farther, to prove the faid Rowe's fortmer 
Trayterous Temper of. Mind againſt his Majeſties 
Government, it was ſworn by Mr. Corbin, © That 
* upon jome diſcourſe concerning the Parliament at 
* Oxford, Rouſe ſaid; He foreſaw it would be a ſhort 
« Sefftons, but that theſe frequent Prorogations and 
« Diſſolutions of Parliament would not avail him 
t For whatever the King has, the Parliament gave 
* him, and they may take it away when they pleaſe : 
« That the King had forfeited his Crown, and bad 
© 70 more Right to it than he had. 4 | 

Againſt this all the Defence Rouſe tmade was, 
© That the words atteſted by Corbin, were ſpoken 
© upon a Suppoſition of the Popes Power over 
© Princes : That as far William Lea he had no- 
© thing to fay againſt him, but hoped he was an 
© honeſt Man ; and for T homas Lea, that the ſaid 
© Lea himſelf firſt began thoſe Treaſonable Diſ- 
* courſes, which Rouſe intended to have zevealed, 
© had not the other got the ſtare of hum. But this 
being only ſupported by his fingle Yea and Nay, 
without the Credit of ay one Witneſs to ſtreng- 
then it, the Jury preſently gave their Verdi& thac 
he was Quulty, 

For divers Years before he had been a. moſt 
Notorious Bawefen in the City. of London ;- and 
was one of the many ſcandalous Examples of the 
orols Corruption and Jniquity of the Ignpramus- 
Juries of = time ;. he having been unjuſtly 
acquitted by them, when in the Year 1681. he 
was Indited of high Crimes, , particylary for 


thoſe Trayterous Words mentioned .in- Corbin's 


Evidence. 
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<things he ngewogily confefs'd, he had deſer- 
< ved-the Sentence.paks'd againſt him ; that he had 
< heardand underſtood: too much-in ſeveral kinds 
« of Mertings, clpecally of fome, who though 
*they call'd themſelves True Proteſtants ; were 
* Ten Thouſand times worſe than any others. 


-- On November the 7thi of the faid Year 1683, 
was Colonel Algernoon Sydney arraign'd, having 
ſued out his Habeas Corpus ; and on the 21ft he 
was brought ta his ' Tryal. He was Indifted 
< for being one of their Great Council of Six ; 
* for ſending Aaron Smith into Scotland ; and for 
< YVriting a moſt Treaſonable Libel againſt the 
< Government, which was found in his Cloſet on 
© the Table, when his Papers were feiz'd. 
As to the faid Colonels having been one of 
their Council of Six, and preſent at, and con- 
ſenting to all their Deliberations, at Mr. Hamb- 
» den's and the Lord Ruſſels the Lord Howard de- 
poſed tothe fame ſenſe as he had done at the Lord 
Ruſſel's Tryal ; adding now one particular, which 
more eſpecially affected Colonel Sydney ; *©That 
<the ſaid Colonel, the Duke of Monmoath, and 
< the Deponent were the firſt Movers of erefting 
'« that Council, the Duke of Monmouth underta- 
king to incline the Lord Ruſſel to it , and: Mr. 
« Sydney promiſing for the Earl of Effex-and Mr. 


Hambden. E Ta 

- - "Fouching the Second Article, © His ſending 
* Aaron Smith into Scotland to invite ſome Scotch- 
* Men hither, the Lord Howard farther witneſs'd, 
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© That at their firlt Meeting at Mr. Hambden's; 
*amonglit other matters, 1 was chiefly debated 
© how to make a coalition of Councils between 
* them and Scotland ; That to this purpole it was 
* propos'd ſome fit Perſon thould bs thought on to 
* ſend th.ther co unice them and the Engliſh Con- 
* ſpirators 1nto one ſenſe and care i That this was 
« aiſcours'd of at the firſt Meeting. 

© That at the next, which was a» my Lord 
* Riſcl's Bouſe, every one of the ſame Perſons 
© being preſent, they tell to Conſult of -what they 
* had charg'd themſelves with the time betore, 
* concerning ſending into .Scotland; and allo the 
* ſetling a Correſpondence with eArgyle : That the 
* Scotch Gentlemen Named o be fent to, were 
* Metuin, Cockran and the Cambels : "That Colo- 
© nel Sydney offter'd he would take care of the Per- 
« ſon to be ſent; faying; he had one in hu thoughts 
* whom he judg'd a fir Man to be truſted , riaming 
* Aaron Smith tor the Mai : That as many of 
* che Company as knew him, thought him a very 
* proper Perſon for that employment : That the 
* Duke of Monmouth undertook to invite Melvin 
© hither ; and a Letter was to be ſent to Cockran 
* by Smith : That theſe Scotch-men were to be 
* deſired to come , and acquaint their Council 
* here, how they found Scatland temper'd ; what 
* opportunities or advantages there might be of 
* putting that Kingdom into a Commotion ; and 
* how they might there keep time and place with 
* the Engliſh. 

© That ſhortly atter this, the Deponent went to 
© Colonel Sydney's, and found him juſt going into 
* London ; That the faid Colonel took out of a 
* Cabinet 
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* Cabinet ſeveral Guinea's, ſaying, T hey were to 
* be givento Aaron Smith for his Expences : That 
© he was ſent accordingly ; and the Colonel told 
* the Deponent afterwards, He was gone, and was 
* upon the *Road, and that he had heard from hit 
when he was about Newcaſtle. 

It was next plainly prov'd, That thoſe Scotch- 
men came up ſoon atter Smith arrived there. "This 
was [worn by Sir Andrew Foreſter , that Cockran, 
e Monroe, and the two Cambels came to Town 
about the end of the Spring, or the beginning of 
Summer ; Cockran and Monroe pretending their 
Buſineſs was a Purchaſe in Corolina.; and that 
upon the very firſt rumour of a Plot, Cockran ab- 
fconded, Monroe and the Cambels were taken. 

To this purpoſe Attherbury the Meſlenger alſo 
depoſed, © That about the end of June, or the 
© beginning of Fuly 1653. he was fent by his Ma- 
* jelties Warrant into London, upon a diſcovery 
* of ſome Scotch-men lodging in Black-Friers ; 
* but the Commion-Sergeant of the City and others 
© having been there before him, found them ma- 
© king their eſcape in a Boat : That the Perſons 
© were Sir Hugh Cambel, Cockran, and another : 
© That this was after they had been in Town 
* but a little while. 

The next Head of the Accuſation concern'd the 
Treaſonable Pamphlet found in Colonel Sydney's 
Study, at the time of his Apprehenfion. To 
this, firſt Sir Philip Llozd Clerk of his Majeſties 
Council depoſed, © That having been ſent by the 
* King and Council to ſeize Colonel Yydneys Pa- 
«pers, he did go, and put up what he found in 
* his Cloſer.: That he found thoſe Papers now 
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; ous in Evidence lying upon his Fable where 
© he uſually writ : That he feiz'd them towards 
* the later end of Fune: "That having pur them 
© up, he offer'd Colonel Sydney that he might Seal 
* them with his own Seal, but he refuſing , the 
* Deponent ſet his Seal to them, and fo deliver'd 
© them to the Council; 3 

Next it was made out, by as firm Proof as 
ſuch a matter will bear; That all the Sheets pro- 
duced were of Colonel $ydneys own Hand-wri- 
ting, which was evidene'd by Mr. Shepard, Mr. 
(00%, and Mr. Cary, Men of known Repute and 
Credit, who had long dealt with Mr. $7dney in 
Matters of Money, and had paid divers Bills of 
Exchange for him, upon Notes written in the 
ſame Hand, and were never call'd to any account 
for Miſ-payment. 

Then were the Papers read, containing rank 
Treaſon almoſt in every Line. 

For therein were broach'd and afferted many 
horrible Do&rines both againſt Monarchy in ge- 
neral, and the Engliſh Monarchy in particular + 
which according to the uſual falſe Reaſoning of 
all Republican Writers, he endeavour'd to juſti- 
fie by divers —_ and Examples of Sacred 
and Prophane Hiſtory groſly perverted, and miſ- 
applied againſt the preſent Government of his 

untry. 

In ſhort, the whole deſign of thoſe Papers was 
to maintain, That 1 yrants may be juſtly depoſed by 
the People ; and that the People are the only Fudges 
who are T' yrants : And peculiarly concerning this 
Nation there are theſe Expreſſions : 
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«The Power originally in the People of Eng- 
< land is delegated to the Parliament. He, the 
© King, is ſubje& tothe Law of God, as he is a 
«* Man; to the People that makes him a King, in 
© as much as he isa King : The Law ſets a Mea- 
« ſure to that SubjeEtion : The Parliament is Judge 
© of the particular Caſes thereupon ariling : He 
© muſt be content to ſubmit his Intereſt to theirs, 
© ſince he is no more than any one of them in an 

* other reſpe&, than that he is by conſent of all 
© rais'd above any other : If he doth not like this 
* Condition, he may renounce the Crown : Bur 
<if he receive it upon this Condition, (as all Ma- 
* oiſtrates do the Power they receive) and ſwear 
© to perform it, he mult expect the Performance 
© will be exa&ted, or Revenge taken by thoſe he 
* hath betray'd. : | 

And in another place he ſays, *We may there- 
« fore change or take away Kings without break- 
*ing any Yoak; or that is made a Yoak, which 
* ought not to be one. The Injury is in making, 
* and impoſing, and there can be none in break- 
mo it. - / 

; Br in another, © That the People muſt, needs 
© be the Judge of what happens berween them, 
*and the King, whom they did conſtitute. And 
© in another, that asfor the Peoples being Judges 
* in their own Caſes, 1t is plain they ought to be 
* the only Judges. | 

And 1n another, ©T hat the Power of calling and 
* diſſolving Parliaments is not in the King. And 
in another, <That the general revolt of a Nation 
* from its own Magiſtrates can never be call'd a 
© Rebellion. 

. Theſe 
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Theſe are ſome of the Treaſonable Tenets con- 
tain'd in Mr. $yaney's Papers, amongſt many other 
Aſlertions that are equally Criminal, but too Jong 
to be here inſerted. Concerning all which Villa- 
nous Opinions thus 1s certainly known, and con- 
teſsd by all good Men, That as they laid the 
Foundations of the late miſerable War againſt his 
Majeſties bleſſed Father, and thereby occalion'd 
the ſpilling ſo much Blood, even of the Royal 
Blood it ſelf ; ſo when-ever the Multitude ſhall 
be infeted with the like Antimonarchical Do- 
arines, it will be impoſſible for the beſt Kings, 
or the moſt happy Kingdoms in the World, to 
tree from perpetual Treaſons, and Rebellious Plot- 
tings. 


To all this Colonel Sydney's Anſwer w—__ 


ly made up of moſt of the ſame Pleas in Law 
that had been over-ruled, and the ſame ObjeQi- 
ons againſt the Lord Howard which were fatis- 
facorily repell'd in the former Tryals : belides 
that he only barely deny'd the ſending of Aa- 
ron Smith, and his having any hand in, or know- 
ledge of that Meſſage : And as for his T reaſon- 
able Papers, he would not grant them to be his, 
or if they were found in his Study, he affirm'd 
T hat they might have been written many Years ago 
in anſwer to Fe R. Philmer's Book of Monarchy ; 
and written with no mtentton of publiſhing them, 
but only {or private diverſion, and the exerciſe of his 
Pen. In ſhort, his Defence conſiſting rather in 
Nice Cavils at the known Forms of Law , or 
Diſcourſes ridiculing the Deſign of a Council of 
Six, and the whole Conſpiracy it ſelf, than in 
any ſolid Arguments or Evidence to m—— 

S 2 the 


| 24 A True Account 


the VWuneſtes, or to clear himſelf from the 
Crimes proved upon him, he was preſently found 
Quilty. 

His Execution 1n reſpe& of his Quality , his 
Majelty alter'd from the uſual Puniſhment of 
High Treaſon, into that of Severing his Head 
from his Body. Ac the time of his Death on 
December the 7th he alſo deliver'd the Sheriffs a 
Written Paper : Wherein, after having excu- 
ſed his not ſpeaking what he wrote, by alledging 
this reaſon among others, That this was an Age, 
which makes Truth paſs for Treaſon ; he obje&s 
againſt the Lord © x the Infamy of his for- 
mer Life ; which Objection no Man in England 
had leſs cauſe to make than himſelf , the Lord 
Howard and he having been known to be entire 
Confidents, Familiars and Friends for many 
Years paſt of their Lives, and ill the very time of 
the Diſcovery. | 

Touching his Papers produced againſt him, he 
gives an account full of manifeſt Equivocations, 
and ambiguous Reſervations. He ſufficiently in- 
timates they were hu own ; but implies they were 
written long ago, againſt a Book of Controverſie in 
Matters of Government, "Thereupon he goes on, 
openly to jultifie thoſe Papers, by Poſitions dan- 

erous enough to the Publick Peace, but quite dif- 
=o from what was laid to his charge at his Try- 

' al, and was quoted word by word out of thoſe 
Papers. For in ſtead of being a general Diſ- 
courſe for the Peoples Rights againſt Kings, with- 
out any particular Applications to Time or Place 
asin this his laſt Paper he infinuates them to have 
been ; it 1s apparent to any Man that can but read, 
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that thoſe Sheets of his Writing, which were g1- 
ven in Evidence, ſtrook at the very Root of the 
Engliſh Monarchy, and that therein he ſtudied to 
do his part to bring the Ax very near the Kings 
Neck once again. 

He farther, in that printed Speech, moſt in- 
juriouſly reviles his Judges, affirming with noto- 
rious falſhood and petulancy, That leſt the Means 
of deſtroying the beſt Proteſtants in England ſhould 
fail, the Bench was fill d with ſuch as had been Ble- 
miſhes to the Bar. | 

He goes an to make divers the like frivolous and 
groundleſs Refle&ions on the legal and regular 
Proceedings againſt him ; concluding with a 
Prayer that could be dictated by none bur a fierce 
Republican, and a furious Enthufiaſtical Spirit 
met together. It was in truth a Prayer more 
proper for their Treaſonable Meetings at Mr. 
Hambden's or the Lord Ruſſel's, than to be uſed as 
the laſt words of a Gentleman dying in the pro- 
feſſion of his Innocency. 

For after having fondly declar'd , That he fell 
a Sacrifice to Idols, he thus addrefles his Speech 
to the great God of Heaven : Bleſs thy People, and 
ſave them, Defend thy own Cauſe ; Defend thoſe that 
defend it. Stir up ſuch as are faint. Dire thoſe 
that are willing. Confirm thoſe that waver. Give 
Wiſdom and Integrity unto all. Grant that I may die 

lorifying thee for all thy «Mercies ; and that at the 
7 thou haſt permitted me to be ſingled out as a 
Witneſs of thy Truth ; and even by n Confeffion of 
my Oppoſers, for that Old Cauſe in. which [ was 
from my Youth engaged, and for which thou haſt of- 
ten wonderfully declar'd thy ſelf. 


He 
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He makes it his laſt Glory, That he was enga- 
g'd inthat Old Cauſe from bu Youth ; and he was 
jo. Being yet very Young he took up Rebellious 
Arms againſt his Majeſties Bleſſed Father , and 
merited fo well of that Old Cauſe, that he was 
thought rightly qualifiid to be Named, though 
he did not actually fit, amongſt the black Num- 
ber of the Regicides. 

Upon his Majeſties moſt happy Return , his 
fixt averſion to the reſtor'd Government was ſuch, 
that he would not perſonally accept of the Obli- 
vion and Indempnity then generally granted to 
the whole Nation. But he voluntarily baniſh'd 
himſelf for many Years; till about the Year 
1677, he came into England again and by his 
Majeſties ſpecial Grace, obcain'd a particular Par- 
don, upon repeated promiſes of conſtant quiet, 
and Obedience for the time to come : hich 
how he made good, the World may Judge. In 
fine, he fell a memorable warning, and fatal Ex- 
ample to the Engliſh Nobtlity and Gentry of this, 
and all future Ages; that they ſhould take heed 
of being ſo far infatuated with the fancie and 
Chimerical Felicities of Antient or Modern Com- 
monwealths, as to deſpiſe and attempt the ruine of 
the far more ſolid Liberty and happineſs to be in- 
joy'd under the Engliſh Monarchy. 


On the 28th Day of November 1683, Mr. 
Fobn Hambden Junior, having alſo ſued out his 
Habeas Corpus, was arraign'd tor High Miſdea- 
meanor, and brought to his Tryal the &th of 
February following. 


In 
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In this Tryal, the Lord Howard poktively de- 
poſed to the ſame ſenle as before touching the ge- 
neral Tranſactions of the Conſpiracy till the Earl 
of Shaftsbury's Death ; and parucularly afterwards 
of the Meeting of the Council of Six at Mr. 
Hambden's own Houſe, where Mr. Hambden made 
an [ntroductory Speech to open the Aſſembly ; 
and the ſubje& of their Debates was concerning 
the Time, Place, Men, Arms and Money to be 
provided towards a Riſing ; and alſo that then 
the ſending a Meſlenger into Scotland was pro- 


poſed, and referred to be debated the next Meet- 


ting. 

, That Mr. Hambden was preſent at that 
next Meeting at the Lord Ruſſels Houſe ; and 
amongſt che reſt deliberated of ſending the Meſ- 
ſenger into Scotland ; when eAaron Smith was na- 
= and approved to be the Man. 

But the "3g of the Lord Howard's Eyi- 
dence having been before ſufficiently ſet down, it 
will be needleſs now to follow exactly every Cir- 
cumſtance of it, It is enough only to note, That 
moſt of the ſame Objections being again repeated 
by the Defendents Council, had the ſame or like 
Anſwers return'd them by the Kings, 

There was indeed one new and very material 
thing then firſt particularly and unqueſtionably 
made out in this Tryal,which was the certainty of 
Aaron Smith's carrying the Treaſonable Metlage 
into Scotland; This was now demonſtrably proved 
by Sheriff and Bell,both Inhabitants of Newcaſtle ; 
Sheriff being the Man at whoſe Houſe Smit lay 
in his paſſage toand fro, and Bell the very Guide 
that went thence to conduct him into Scotland: 


Touch- 


£38 A True Account 

Touching this Matter ; Firſt, Attherbury one 
of the Kings Meſſengers teſtrfied, * That Sheriff 
< and Bell had a full view of Aaron Smith, who 
© was brought for that purpoſe from the Kyings- 
© Bench betore the King : That Sheriff and Bell 
< did then own Aaron Smith to be the Man who 
< had paſſed under the Name of (erk: That 
« Sheriff declar'd the ſaid Clerk lay at his Houſe ; 
< and Bell faid that he travell'd towards Scotland 
< with him, being hired to ſhew him the way : 
© That to all this Aaron $mmth would not anſwer 
© one word. 

Then Sheriff himſelf depoſed, < That he keep- 
© ing the Black-Spread-Eagle in Newcaſtle, Aaron 
* Smith came to his Houſe about the middle of 
« February 1683 : That he ſtaid there one Night, 
* went away, and return'd again in twelve days, 
© or thats : Thathe travell'd from his Houſe 
« Northward towards Scotland, but firſt deſfir'd 
© one might be got to ſhew him the way : That 
© to that purpoſe the Deponent ſent for Bel/,whom 
© Smith preſently hired to go with him: That 
* when Smith came back, he lay another Night 
© at his Houſe, and ſo returned into the South to- 
© wards London: That Smith went all the while 
* by the Name of Clerk : That the Deponent di- 
© reed him to a Gentleman at po h, which 
*15 Forty Miles from Newcaſtle, and within Six 
* Miles of Scotland. 

Then Bef# (wore, © That Aaron Smith was the 
© very Man who went by the Name of Clerk. 
© That the Deponent —_ at Newcaſtle, and 
* getting his Livelyhood by letting oue Horſes and 
* guiding of Travellers ; Sheriff ſent for him, 

© told 
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© told. him the ſaid Clerk wanted a Guide ined 
* Scotland : T hat this happen'd on the Thurſday 
* before .Yhrove Tueſday : That the next Mornifis 
* being Friday, he conduted Smith towards Fad- 
* burgh; that en the Saturday the Deponents 
* Horſe was tyr'd ; o Smith left him taking ano- 
*ther Guide ; appo:nting him to come after as faſt 
* as he could to Fadburgh : That the Deponent 
* overtook him there on Sunday; and on Aonday 
* Morning ſaw him take Horſe with another Guide 
* for Scotland, ſaying he was going tawards Don- 
* plas: That Bell preſently went back to New- 
# caſtle : where he ſaw Sm1th and difcours'd with 
* him, upon his return oue of Scotland. | 

Then it was alſo proved by Sir Andrew Foſter 
and Attherbury, © That the Scotch-Men fent for 
* by Smiths _—_ did come,and ſtaid in Town, 
* till upon the Diſcovery of the Plot; they were 
© either taken or abſconded.. 

By this plain Evidence of the ſeyeral Stages of 
Smith's Journy, that Treaſonable intercourſe with. 
Scotland was made out beyond all poſſibility of 
Confutation, So that from the very time of the 
Conſultations at Mr. Hambdens, and the Lord 
Ruſſel's about ſending a Meſſenger ; the Truth of 
Colonel Sdneys undertaking to ſend one ; of his 
naming Aaron Smith for the Meſlenger ; of Smith's 
going to Scotland ; of the Seotch Mens coming 
up that were ſent for ; and of cheir being ſurpri- 
zed, cndeavouring to hide themſelves, upon the 


firſt breaking forth of the Plot ; all chis appears 


to be indiſputably confirm'd, and trac'd ſtep w 
F 


ſtep, almoſt from Day w Day, eſpecially if th 
Newc aſtle Mens Depolitions fa be compar'd with 
r the 
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the Teſtimony that is ſubjoin'd of two Scotch- 
Men TI homas Steal, and Oltcer , concern- 
ing Aaron Smith's aQual arrival in Scotland, and 
what he did whilſt he was there at that time. 
The iflue was, Mr. Hambden was immediately 
found Guilty of the High Treſpaſs and <Miſde- 
meanor, and thereupon fined 40000 1. to the King, 
and order'd-to give Surettes for hu Good Behavir 
during Life. A Puniſhment that cannot but be 
elteem'd very moderate, confidering the Nature 
of his Crime, which nothing but the want of ano- 
ther poſitive Witneſs could have made leſs than 
High Treaſon. And the King cannot but here 
take this occaſion once for all, to give the World 
Notice of this Infallible Inſtance of his mild and 
merciful —_— towards the Conſpirators. For 
his Majeſty does folemnly declare, © That if he 
© had not granted the Duke of Monmouth's Re- 
© queſt, That he would not make him aW _ net- 
, | Mr. Hambden, nor ſcarce any one Man of 
* all thoſe that were freed upon Bail, had eſcaped 
'© Death. Not to mention divers others, whom 
the ſaid Duke of Monmouth named as Parties in 
the Conſpiracy, that were never yet queſtion'd. 


 Onthe 14th of Fune 1684. Sir Thomas Arm- 
ſtrong having been taken in Holland, was brought 
to the Kings-Bench-Bar , upon an Outlawry 

| _—_ him for High Treaſon. Wohereupon the 
ings Atturney demanded An Award of Execu- 
tion: Since upon his not appearing, when former- 


ly Indicted of High Treaſon, he wasnow by the 
courſe of Lay attainted for the fame, 


A, rmſtrong 
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Armſtrong being ask'd, What he could ſay for 
himſelf ? alledg'd, He was beyond Sea at - the time 
of the Outlawry, and beg'd he might be Try'd. 

Tt was anſwer'd, I hat after a Record of Out- 
lawry; the Fudges had nothing to do but to appoint 
Execution. 

Againſt this Armſtrong urg'd, That by the Sta- 
tute of the 6th of Edward the Sixth, the Perſon 
Outlaw d had a Years time to Reverſe the Ontlawry, 
if he were beyond Sea. 

The Bench reply'd, © That by the plain words 
© of that Statute, none could have the benefit of it; 
« but ſuch as within one Year ſhould 'yield them- 
< ſelves to the Chiet Juſtice of England, and offer 
*to Traverſe the Indiment upon which the 
© Qutlawry was Pronounc'd. | 

To this eArmſtrong pleaded, I hat the Year not 
qu Jet out; be did now render himſelf to the Chief 
 Tuſlice. 

Bo that Plea not being admitted, becauſe he 
did not yield himſelf according to the ſenſe of 
the AQ, but was brought a Priſoner, and fo 
could have no Advantage of the Poviſo in the 
Statute ; Armſtrong alledgd , « That the ſame 
* Favour had been lately granted to another; 
* meaning {Tolloway, who though he was in the 
* ſame Condition of Outlawry, yet was offer'd 
* to take his 'Tryal it he pleas. 

It was anſwer'd, © That was done out of the 
* meer Grace and Favour of the King, whoif 
* his Majeſty thought good might extend the like 
* Favour to him alſo. But that was not the bul1- 
* neſs of a Court of Jultice ; they were only to 
* take care to ſatthe the Law. | 
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Moreover. the Kings Atturney acquainted the 
Court, © That the Priſoner at the Bar deſerv'd no 
ſort of Indulgence or Mercy from the King ; not 
* only for that when he was ſeizd beyond Sea, 
© Letters of freſh Communication with Foreign 
« Miniſters and other People were taken about lum, 
© but alſo becauſe it appear'd to his Majeſty by 
* full Evidence poſitively given, TI hat after the 
« Diſappointment of the Meeting at the Rye by 
© Gods Providence in the Fire at Newmarket, 
* Armſtrong was one of the Perſons that actually 
© engag'd to 8 upor? the Kings haſty coming to 
«Town, and to deſtroy him by the way as he 
© came. 

Then was he order'd to be Executed Fure the 
2oth. At the place of Execution he hkewiſe de- 
liver'd the Sheriffs a Paper, wherein he contiriued 
to Object againſt the legal Courſe of the Proceed- 
ings upon him, complaining, © That with an un- 
* ordinary roughneſs he had been condemn'd, 
* and made a Prefident, though Holloway, being 
* alſo Outlaw'd, had his Tryatl ofter'd him a lit- 
© tle before. 

As to the new Evidence againſt him, which 
the Kings Atturney mention'd at theKimgs-Bench, 
he only. anſwer'd it by a bold and flat denial ; af- 
firming upon his Death, He never had any Deſign 
againſt the Kings Life nor the Life of any Man; both 
which may be eaſily allow'd to be equally true. 

But to evince the contrary as to the Kings Lite, 
it will be ſufficient to ſet down the very words of 
the Lord Howard's Depoſition, together with the 
'Feſtimony of Colonel Remgey, which the Kings 
Acturney had then ready to. produce, amongſt 

many 
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many other old and clear Proots to convince him 
of deſigning the Kings DeſtruQion, 

The Lord Howard having firſt confeſsd ſome 
Diſcourſe between the Duke of «Monmouth and 
himſelf, in October of 1683, wherein the faid 
Duke had propoſed the falling on the King at 
Newmark t, . goes on in theſe words : 

* Llpon Refle&tion I am apt to thirik, that from 
* this time and not betore, the Delign of way - 
© laying the King in his return to London, was 
© firſt meditated. And I am the niore confirm'd 
*1n this Opinion from the Conſideration of the 
« Behaviour of the Duke of Monmouth and the 
© Lord Gray ; who ſeem'd to be very big of ex- 
* peQation of ſome great thing to be attempted 
* upon the Day of the Kings coming from New- 
* market ; upon which Day (as I have before ob- 
_ © ſerv'd )Sir I homas Armſtrong was not to be found 
* tifl the Kings Coaches were come into Town : 
* And I do verily believe he was to have Headed 
© the Party. 

This very Particular the Lord Howard gave in 
upon Oarh among his firſt Confeſſions to his Ma- 
jelty. Nor can any Man think it ſufficient to 
invalidate the Truth of this, that Armſtrong in 
his laſt Paper calls it a baſe Refletion , affirming 
He could have prov'd it to be a manifeſt Falſhood ; 
conſidering that Colonel Romrgey alſo upon notice 
of Armſtrong's being taken, made Oath in theſe 
very words : 

* Sir I homas Armſtrong did come to me the 
* Sunday-Night after the Fire at Newmarket, and 
* told me, That he juſt canie from Ferguſon, 
© and chat notwithſtanding the King and Dake 
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« were to return ſo ſoon, yet Ferguſon did not 
« doubt to have Men ready by that time to do 
« the Buſineſs ; and deſired me to go with him to 
* Ferauſon's Lodging in his Coach, which I did. 
< When | came there, Fergn/on told me the fame, 
© but that they wanted Money. Upon which 
* Sir Thomas deftred me to Lend ſome, and he 
* would fee me Repaid ; and added, That if he 
< had been in Stock, he would have done it him- 
< ſelf; 

Aﬀer this, the King could not think himſelf 
in the leaſt bound to go out of the way of the Law, 
for ſhewing any diftingwſhing Act of Grace to 
Sir 1 homas Armſtrong ; eſpecially when it is ma- 
nifeſt there was ſcarce a Man Iiving, who had 
more Perfonal obligations to his Majeſty than he 
had ; and yet no Man had made more unerateful 
returns for them, than he had done. Nor could 
his Majeſty forget, how many other Perſons, and 
fome very near his Majeſty, Sir 1 homas Arm- 
ſtrong had been the Chief Inftrument of pervert- 
ing. Upon which account his Majeſty had rea- 
ſon to look on him, as the Author of many more 
Treaſons beſides his own. | 

There 1s now fcarce any thing material left un- 
 mention'd relating to the Proof either of the Aſſaſ- 
t1nation or InfurreQtion, but what may be readily 
ſfupphed, by any intelligent Reader, out of the 
Original Records of Informations and Confeſſ1- 
ons, whereof by his Majeſties Command , there 
are Coptcs annext to this Narration for an Au- 
thentick Confarmation of its Fruth. Only the 
King is pleasd that a more particular account 
ſhould be given than has been hitherto made Pub- 
lick, 
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lick, of the Duke of «Monmonth's rendring him- 
ſelt, of the Reaſons then moving his Majeſty to 
grant him his Pardon, and of what happen'd im- 
mediately upoh 1t, which occaſion'd the ſaid Dukes 
final Diſgrace and Baniſhment trom his Majeſties 


Preſence. 


As to the late Earl of Efex's Murdering him- 
ſelf in the Tower ſome few days after his Impti- 
ſonment there, His Majeſty eannot think it be- 
comes him to deſcend to any patticulat Juſtifica- 
tion of his own; or his Miniſtes, Innocency 1n that 
Calamitous Accident; 


Though his Majeſty is not ignorant; that di- 
vers moſt Malicious Pamphlefs have been lately 
ſpread abroad in Engliſh, and other Languages; 
which with an urparallell'd Impudence have ac- 
ciisd ſeveral Perſons of eminent Virtue and Ho: 
nour about his Majeſty, not ſparing even his Royal 
Highneſs ; nay, ſcarce freeing the King himſelf 


from being Perſonally Conſcious of fo Baſe and 
Barbarous an Action, 


But after the Truth of the whole Mattet has 
been carefully examin'd and aflerted by the Co- 
roners Inqueſt; whoſe proper Buſineſs it was; and 
after Braddon has fuffter'd the Puniſhment of the 
Law, for Suborning even Children to beat falſe 
Witneſs iri the Caſe ; and after the Notoriety of 
the Fa&, and all the Circumſtances of it, have 
been ſo clearly made out; that there 1s not a Mah 
in all England, of an honeſt Mind, or found 
Senſe, who does in the leaſt doubt it ; his Ma- 
feſty diſdains to enter into diſpute with every ba 

telane 
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| tulant Scribler, or t0-anſwer the villanous Sugge- 


ſtions and horrid Calummies contain'd particular- 
ly in the Libel call'd The Deteftion, and in the 
itome of it ; the one written by Ferguſon, the 


other by Darrvers ; both infamous Men, and mor- 


tal Enemies to his Majeſties Government and Per- 
ſon. 

| Yet his Majeſty cannot but think it deſerves 
Obſervation , That when the late Earl of Efex 
had ſo many conſiderable Relations and Alliances 
with divers the greateſt Families in the Kingdom; 
and when neither his Lady, nor Brother, nor any 
one of all his Numerous fi riends and Noble Kin- 
dred, who were moſt nearly concern'd, did ever 
expreſs the leaſt Jealouſie of 199g a or ill 
praQiſe upon the ſaid unfortunate Earl ; and 
when all Mens Eyes are open'd , and ſcarce a 
Man of their own Party has any ſcruple in his 
Thoughts about that Buſineſs ; yet that now at 
Jaſt their old Advocate of Treaſon Ferguſon ſhould 
come forth in Print, to out-face ſo clear a De- 
monſtration of Truth , and ſhould try till to 
turn the Envy of that unhappy Stroak on the 
Court, and the King, and his deareſt Brother : 
It cannot but ſeem a prodigious Confidence and 
Preſumption, that Ferguſon ſhould be their cho- 
{en Champion in this Cauſe ! The Man, who 
by ſo many Depoſitions - ſtands Qutlaw'd and 
Convie of having had the greateſt ſhare in the 
blackeſt part of the Conſpiracy ! The Man, in 
accuſing whom almoſt every Witneſs both Scorch 
and Engliſh conſented, fo that his Crimes have 
been proved by more than Twenty plain Evi- 
dences ; particularly the Duke of Monmoub os. 
| | b : ſel 
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ſelf having: confe(s'd to his Majeſty, [hat in all 
their Debates, Ferguſon was always for Cutting of 
T hroats ; ſaying, 1 hat was the moſt Compendions 
Wiy: That this very Ferguſon ſhould ſo far make 

ood his own words at parting, when he vow'd 
He would never be out of a Plot as long as he lid | 
That now in his Baniſhment under the load of fo 
many undeniable Treaſons, he ſhould ſtill appear 
as the great Patron of the Old Cauſe, and ſhould 
preſume he can impoſe on the VVorld in a matter 
of Fact ſo fully try'd, fo clearly prov'd and de- 
termined ! V Vhat can. be a greater Impudence, 
than that Ferguſon ſhould ſtill expe& that he could 
make any Man living believe, the King himſelf, 
or the Duke of York could ever bs induced to pra- 
&iſe his Compendions Way on the Earl of Eſſex 

However from this one inſtance the King hopes 
the World will judge, how moſt Injuriouſly 
and Barbarouſly he has been uſed by his Adverſa- 
ries 1n their other Libels againſt him ; in moſt of 
which it 18 well known the ſame venemous Pen 
was employ'd. 

As for the deplorable end of the faid Earl, his 
Majeſty freely owns, there was no Man in his 
Dominions more deeply afflicted with it than himi- 
felt : His Majeſty having been thereby deprived 
of an res 5h Opportunit to exerciſe his 
Royal Clemency ; and to eſtifi to all his Loyal 
Subje&s and Old Friends, how highly he valued 
the Memory and Sufterings of the Lord Capel. 

Next himſelf, his Majeſty thinks he is alſo 
bound in common Juſtice to declare, That his en- 
tirely beloved Brother was molt tenderly concern'd 
and griev'd at that lamentable Effe& of the _ 
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of Eſſex's Deſpair : His Majeſty being beſt able, 
upon his own knowledge to vouch for the Duke of 
York, That he never deſerv'd il] of the ſaid Earl, 
and was always moſt readily inclined , for both 
their Fathers ſakes, to have forgiven whatever ill 


the Earl of Eſſex had done to him. 


Now touching his Majeſtres Pardoning the 
Duke of eMonmouth, and what followed upon 
it, the King is pleaſed this Account ſhall be 
o1ven. 

The World needs not be told with what ex- 
traordinary regret to his Majeſty, the faid Duke 
was of late Years perverted from that ſenſe of his 
Duty and Allegiance, his Majefty might juſtly 
claim from him, upon many more Obligations 
beſides that of being his SubjeR. 

But it was one of the firſt and principal Artifices 
of the Earl of Shaftsbury's Malice, after his own 
diſgrace at Court, to be reveng'd on the King, 
by affli&ing him in fo tender a part, and by ly 
Infinuations, to wreſt from his Boſom a Perſon, 
who he knew, had fo great a ſhare in his Maje- 
ſties Aﬀections. 

This was indeed a Talent peculiar to the Earl 
of Shaftsbury, That of all Men living he could 
moſt eaſily turn himſelf into all ſhapes, and com- 
ply with all Diſpoſitions ; having by long praftiſe, 
got the kill to cover his Hooks with Baits fitting 
every Humour. T he Covetous who are no {mall 
Number of the pretended Godly Party, thoſe he 
was wont to feed, and deceive with hopes of 
VVealth and new Sequeſtrations: The Ambitn- 
ous with Praiſe and Vain-Glory : The Noncon- 


formiſt 


of the Horrid Conſpiracy. 


tormiſt Zealots, with Promiſes of Liberty in Re- 
ligion ; ſometimes not refuling to ſtoop lower,and 
even to ſerve and afhſt the Pleaſures and De- 
bauches of Men that way inclined, if he found 
them any way uſeful for his purpoſe. 

Wherefore the ſaid Ear] obſerving in the Duke 


of eMonmouth a Mind raſh, unſteady and am- 


bitious, ſoon made him an eafte Prey to his wick- 
ed Subtilty, diſguiſed under fair and plauſible Co- 
lours : On the one ſide, puffing up his Youthful 
Thoughts with a vain Oftentation of Honour, 
and the Temptation of Fame to be gotten by Afſ- 
ſerting and Defending his Countries Liberties and 
Religion, always pretended by him to be in im- 
minent danger, whilſt He was out of place : On 
the other, inflaming him” with 1imaginary Suſpi- 
cions of the Duke of York's irreconcileable Hatred 
to his Perſon. VVhich was fo tar frorg having any 
real Foundation, that on the contrary, his Maje- 
{ty, who beſt knows, does freely here teſtifie tor 
his deareſt Brother in this particular, That the 
Duke of Monmouth, tilt he made himſelf unca- 
pable of his Friendſhip, never had a more entire, 
or faſt Friend about his Majeſty ; and there was 
ſcarce ever any Honour or Benefit conterr'd on 
him, but it was obtain'd of his Majeſty by his 
Royal Highneſles Interceſſion. 

Rh by ſuch groundleſs Felouftes and 
empty Conceits, was the Duke of «Afonmonth 
inſenfibly drawn to deſert his only true Intereſt, 
and to give himſelt over to the Deluſions of his 
Majeſties — Enemues. p $6 
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ſaid Dukes inevitable Ruine, his Majeſty tryed 
by all imaginable ways of Kindneſs to caſt forth 
the Evil Spirit in hum, and to reſcue him out of 
their Hands. At length, when no milder courſe 
would ſerve, his Majeſty required him on his Al- 
legiance, to go beyond the Seas, and there to 
remain till his farther pleaſure was fignified. His 
Majeſty {till hopeing, that at fo great a diſtance 
the Poyſon would be leſs efte&ual, and that by 
his abſence the ſaid Duke would be kept Innocent 
of the Treaſonable deligns which his New Af 
ſociates were furiouſly carrying on againſt the Go- 
vernment. 

But in that expectation his Majeſty was untor- 
runately diſappointed. The Duke of Afon- 
mouth preſently ſhew'd , how much his falſe 
Friends and Treacherous Flatterers had prevailed 
over his unwary Youth ; and how difterent they 
had taught him to be from the Obedience, which 
at the ſame time was praQtiſed by his Royal High- 
neſs. - For the faid Duke. of Monmouth, ſoon re- 
turn'd into England contrary to his Majeſties ex- 
preſs Come 

The diſcontented Party having thus got him 
again, and made him ſurer to themſelves by this 
new Aftront to his Majeſty, began now to take 
new Life and Vigour by his preſence : VVith 
inſuffterable Boldneſs and Contempt of Authority, 
ſhewed him every where to the Rabble; Lead- 
ing him about with infolent Pomp, through many 
Countries ; openly owning and crying him up 
as the Head of their Cauſe ; the unhappy Young- 
Man all the while not underſtanding that he was 
only a Property. 


By 
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By theſe fatal ſteps he was at laſt brought into 
the moſt pernicious Counſels and undertakings. 


And whilſt nothing leſs was intended by his 


Tempters but the ſubverſion of all that is well. 
ſetled and facred in Church and State ; they de- 
luded him into the very fame Deſigns, by popu- 
lar ſhews and empty Names of the Proteſtant 
Duke, the great Champion and Protector of the 
Privileges of the Subje& and the Reformed Re- 
ligion: Which under his Majeſty , can never 
want any other Prote&or ; nor can ever ſtand in 
need of ſuch Champions as many of late have 
vaunted themſelves to be, of whoſe Religion 
there can be given no better Account than of their 
Loyalty. | 

Such then was the ſtate of things, when upon 
the firſt breaking forth of this Horrid Conſpiracy, 
his Majeſty with inexpreſſible ſurprize and Grief, 
Found by undoubted Evidence the Duke of 
Monmouth very deeply engaged ; and therefore 
had but too juſt reaſon to put him into a Procla- 
mation among the other Conſpirators : After that 
the faid Duke had withdrawn himſelt from his 
Majeſties Juſtice, and fo long was become incapa- 
ble of his Forgiveneſs, 

In this obſtinate defiance the Duke of Mon- 
mouth continued, till the Outlawry againſt- him, 
and other his Complices began to draiy to an Iflue, 
Then his Majeſty receiv d from him the firſt Let- 
ter : In which his Majeſty fancy'd he ſaw a grea- 
ter Spirit of Ingenuity than afterwards proved, 
However finding 1n it foclear and full expreſſions 
of the ſaid Dukes remorſe for his former Diſloy - 
alty to his Majeſty and Ingratitude to the 


Duke 
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Duke of York, and fo frank profeſſions of his 
Reſolutions to amend for the future, joyn'd with 
the greateſt Imprecations on him - if he 
ſhould wilfully violate his promiſes therein made : 
tis Majeſty did thereupon immediately return this 
Anſwer written with his own Hand, (that his Ma- 
mioht not be wantins on his part to lay hold 
= ood and Lobeble Teas. ua of redu- 
cing him to Reaſon, and ſaving him from utter 
Rune :) If the Duke of Monmouth defires to make 
himſelf capable of my Mercy, he muſt render him- 
ſelf to the Secretary, and reſotve to tell me all he 
knows, refering himſelf entirely to my Pleaſure. 

' This determinate Declaration of his Majeſties 
Will, drew from the Duke of Monmonth a ſecond 
Letter ; wherein with vehement and pathetick 
Words he aggravates his Diſtraion and Tor- 
ment for having offended his Majeſty. Con- 
feſles Hi imfelf in fault , betrayd into fatal Mi- 
ſtakes , miſled into Maiſchiefs , whereof he did not 
at firſt in the leaſt ſuſpett the C onſequences : de- 


clares, I hat hi (\rime appear'd to htm in ſo terri- 
Hing a ſhape, that he preferr'd even Death before 
his preſent ſenſe of it : 1mplores His Majeſties Par- 
don no otherwiſe, but if he may recetve 1t by his Royal 
Highneſſes Mediation : profeſles To ſpeak this not 
only in outward Form, but with the greateſt Since- 
rity tn the World : reſigns Himſelf to hu Majeſties 
Diſpoſal, not only now, but for the remainder of bus 
Life : engages Abſolutely ro put his very Will into 
his Majeſties Hands for the future, which he ac- 
knowledges had been fo ill a Guide to him in times 
paſt : concluding, I hat till he conld receive ſome 
comfortable Return to thu hs unfeigned Submiſſion, 


he 
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he was the moſt miſerable , diſconſolate Creature 
living. | 

Upon the receipt of this ſecond Letter ; the 
King being perſwaded there could be no rooni 
left to queltion the Sincerity of a real Change in 
the Duke of Adonmouth, and knowing he had now 
enough in his Hands to overwhelm him with 
Confon, if it ſhould prove otherwiſe, his Ma- 
jeſty did thereupon without any more reſerve,im- 
mediately admit him into his Preſence, being in- 
troduced by Mr. Secretary Fenktns. 

When the Secretary was withdrawn, there be- 
ing none elſe preſent but his Royal Highneſs; his 
Majefty can have no other Teſtimony beſides of 
what paſt between them but God, who knows all 
things ; And to the ſame God his Majeſty ap- 
peals, as well as to his deareſt Brother : Nothing 
doubting but if the Duke of Monmouth ſhall ever 
return to any ſenſe of his Duty to God and his 
King, he himſelf will be a third VVitneſs of the 
Truth of what his Majeſty now declares ;T hat the 
Duke of Monmouth, with Signs of the moſt humble 
Contrition and ſincere Sorrow for his paſt M:ſcar- 
riages, did then fully and freely acknowledge his ha- 
ving been Conſcious of the Conſpiracy ; and | ay 
his eMajeſty much greater Light into many Par- 
ticulars of ut than he could poſſibly elſe have 0b- 
tain'd. | 

'Tis true, his Majeſty does riot deniy the ſaid 
Duke perliſted to the laſt in renouncing any the 
leaſt knowledge or thought of the Ailaſfinating 
part, Nor did his Majeſty niuch preſs him on that 
fide; his Royal Indulgence eatily inclining him 
to with and to believe, That One who had the 
Honour 
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Honour to be taken ſo near to him, could not be 
ouilty of fo vile a Parricide. 

Bur of the other part, the Trayterous Deſign 
to ſeize on his Mapeſties Perſon; and ſubvert the 

reſent Government by an Inſurrection ; of that 
lis Majeſty muſt own and proteſs on the Word 
of a King, The Duke of Monmouth made no 
ſcruple to confeſs his ſhare ; and {o largely to ſet 
it forth ; that there was little of the ro Acndim: 
before known, which the ſaid Duke did not con- 
firm ; and many Paſlages of it were before un- 
known, which he reveal 'd. 

After this his Majeſty made no delay to give 
him many certain Proots of his entire Forgiveneſs 
of all palt Offences, and of his renew'd Aﬀe&i- 
ons and Royal Bounty to him for the future ; pre- 
ſencly cheriſhing him near his own Perſon with 
his wonted Tenderneſs; declaring in Council the 
perfe& Contentment he had receiv'd by his Sub- 
miſſion, and ordering his Pardon to be difpatch'd 
with all expedition ; promiſing him withal at his 
earneſt Intreaty, That he ſhould not be a Witneſs ; a 
Favour refuſed to the late Duke of Orleans in 
France upon the like occaſion. 

Yet no ſooner was the Pardon compleated in 
due Form of Law, but his Majeſty and the whole 
Court was afreſh Alarm'd with the continual re- 
ſort to him of divers Perſons, whom his Majeſty 
knew to be engag'd, and had Proof ſufficient to 
Convi& them in courſe of Law, if he would 
have produced it all. 

To this at the ſame time were added many arro- 
gant and impudent Speeches of his late Complices 
and Dependants, ſaying, *That the ſaid Duke had 
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* made no Confeſſion, but had aflerted the Inno- 
* cency of ſome that had ſufter'd. Which mani- 
teltly tended to vil:fie the Truth of the whole Dil 
covery, and to bring a Scandal on all the Pro- 
ceedings of his Majelties Juſtice, | 

Wherefore at laſt his Majelty was awaken'd, 
and thought fit to put him gently in mind by what 
was ſo lately paſt, of his danger of relapſing into 
the ſame Precipice, out of which nothing but: his 
Royal Goodneſs had recover'd him. And for the 
better Security of the ſaid Duke himſelf, as well as 
of the Kingdom for the time to come, his Majeſty 
inſtantly demanded of him to give ſome ſuch Sa- 
tisfaction to the whole Nation in publſck, as he 
had but juſt before given to his Majeſty and his 
Royal Highneſs in private. «7508 
The Duke of Monmouth ſeeming willing to com- 
ply with his Majeſties moſt Gracious: Deſires, all 
that his Majeſty obliged him to do, was to Write 
over, and Subſcribe. a. Letter, which his Maje- 
ity himſelf was pleas'd fo to word, as not only to 
conſult the Duke of Monmonth's Safety, - bat alſo 
his Credit, as much as could poſfibly ſtand with 
his Majeſties own Safery or Credit. For his Ma- 
jeſty permitted him in that Letter wholly eo acquir 
himſelf of the Bloody Aſlaſſination, and only re- 
quired him to own again his part in the Inſurre&i- 
on, And his Majeſty leaves it to all the World to 
Judge, whether-in this Letter , of his Maeſties 
own preſcribing, he did not expreſs the Duke of 
Monmouth's Guilt tar more tenderly, than the ſaid 
Duke himſelf had done in his own Letters to his 
Majeſty, before his Pardon was Sealed. 

This Letter the Duke of Monmouth readily 
Bn X Subſcribed, 
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Subſcribed, and Preſented to his Majeſty. But 
his former ill Adherents and Corrupters {till Flock- 
ing about him in great Numbers, and Anima- 
ting him to continue Faithful to his Old Friends of 
the Party ; aſluring him, he could not fail im little 
time to ovcrbear all that ſhould ſland in his way, by 
the Power of his recover'd and increas d Favour ; 
by theſe and ſuch like Miſchievous Inſtigations, 
fie ſoon got ſo much the better of his. unſta- 
ble Mind , as to overthrow all his new- made 
Vows of Loyalty. 

Infomuch thar preſently after he came ra{hly to 
the King, and earneſtly intreated the foreſaid Let- 
ter mizht be returnd him again ; having been in- | 
ſtructed to pretend a Fear, that ſome opportumty 
might be taken from it by his Enemies to blaſt his 
Reputation, and pong to bring him m to give 
Ewdence againſt others his Compantons in the Con- 
ſpiracy. 

His Majeſty had often before ſaid and promiſed 
enough to him to free the Mind of any reaſonable 
Man from ſuch Jealouſies. But when all Prote- 
ſtations of that kind, on his Majeſties Part, could 
have no effe&; and the ſaid Duke ſtill vehement-- 
ly inſiſted; I hat the Paper he had fign'd might 

e delivered him back, his Majeſty orice tor all told 
him, he would never keep it againſt his will, that 
he might not have the leaſt occaſion to ſay he was 
forced to write what he did : But withal ſeriouſly 
warn'd him to conſider what irreparable ill cooſe- 
quences on his part,” were likely to follow upon 
his obſtinacy : And therefore gave him time ill 
the next Morning to deliberate calmly with him- 
ſelf, what was to be his final Reſolution. 
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The next Day the Duke of «eAMonmonth ap- 
pearing {ti]l more fixt in his perverſe Demand, his 
Mageſty freely put the Letter again into his Hands ; 
but withal from that moment baniſh'd him his 
Preſence and the Court. = 

Nor can his Majeſty refle& on the ſaid Duke's 
undutiful Behaviour in the iſſue of this whole AF 
fair, without an extream Indignation, to- find, 


that after ſo ſubmiſſive and ample 2 Confeſſion of 


his Crime, both by Writing and Speech, he 
{ſhould not only give no other ſign of his Repen- 
tance, but that the very firſt uſe he ſhould make 
of his Majelties Gracious Pardon for it ,, was to 
take by it the advantage of entring more ſecuraly 


[ : O 
on 2 new courſe of Diſobedience, 


The King has thus condeſcended to ſet forth an 
Impartial Relation of the Beginning, Proceeding 
and Defeat of that whole deteſtable Conſpiracy. 
His Majeſty has ſo long delay'd the Publication 
of it, chiefly in Conſideration of many of the 
Criminals themſelves, how ill ſover they may have 
deſerv'd of him. - For the Law allowing them the 
ſpace of a whole Year, after the Outlawry , to 
render themſelves before they were to be look'd on 
as Men abſolutely condemn'd, his Majeſty was 
willing to ſtay till the full cime was expired ; {till 
hoping, that ſome of -theni would come-volunta- 
rily in, and ſtand a Legal Tryal,. and if poſſible, 
prove themſelves Innocent. - 

- - But fince notone of che Perſons Outlaw'd has 
all this while ventured himſelf on the Laws of - his 
Country, his Majeſty has now thought 1t- not fit 
any longer to ſuppreſs the Evidence againſt them, 
Vis X 2 And 
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And what 1s here publiſh'd; chough it be not near 


the whole of the Informations given 191 upon Oath, 
yet will be found abundanely fufficient ro Con- 
vi every Man of them, either of the intended 
Inſurreion or Aſlaſſinationr ; Both which his 
Majeſty knows are made out with as much clear- 
neſs ot Teſtimony , and ſtrength of indubita- 
ble Records, as any Humane Afar is capable 
of. 

VVhat now temains © But that his Majeſty 
{ſhould engage himielf before God and the whole 
World, to make a right ufe of ſo great a Bleſſing 
as his Deliverance from theſe deſperate T reaſons ; 
and ſhould with the Anathority of a King, and 
with the tender Aﬀection of a true Father of his 
Ccuntry, require and admoniſh all his Subje&s 
of all Parties and Opinions, to do the like. 

For himſelf, his Majefty cannot bat be deeply 
ſenſible he has been now once more preſerv'd by 
the immediate Hand of God ; and therefore looks 
on himſelf as afreſh obliged to manifeſt his Gra- 
titude to Heaven , by promoting the Glory of his 
Preſerver, in continuing to conſult above all thin 
the VVelfare of his Church, and the Peace and 
Happineſs of this great People commutrted to his 
Charge. 

And his May declares he will improve this 
new Advantage the Divine Favour has ſo mar- 
velloufly put into his Hands, not in AQs of Seve- 
rity and Revenge, which his Nature utterly ab- 
hors ; but by 1mitating the Divine Goodneſs, as 
1m a regular Courfe of ſtrict Juſtice to all obdurate 
Impemitents , fo, which he much rather defires, 
1m his uſual method of Mercy and Kindneſs to as 


many 


3 
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many as ſhall give l1ncere Proofs of Penitence, and 
Reformation of their paſt Crimes ; Virtues which 
his Majeſty has too much Reaſon to believe his 
and his Fathers Enenues have hitherto been very 
little acquainted with.  - _ | 

As for thoſe his Mayeſties miſguided Subjects, 
who after all this perſevere to be diſaftected to his 
Government , his Majeſty has Reaſon to expect 
that now at length they would be convinc'd by 
that very Providence which uſed to be their own 
principal and beſt-beloved Argument, whenever 
it ſeem'd to be never fo little on their ſide ; and 
that heneeforth they would quietly ſubmit to, and 
follow the ſame Providence; fince it_ has fo ſig- 
nally appear'd againſt them , and much more 
—_— declar'd it ſelf for, than ever Mr. 
Syaney had reaſon to ſay , it had declar'd againſt 
his Majeſty. | | | 
If there can poſſibly ſtill remain any well mean- 
ing Men in their Party, led away by the ſpecious 
Deluſions of good Words abuſed to the worſt 
things; if any ſuch have really thought their 
Lives and Fortunes, Lawsand Conſciences at any 
time in Danger , under his Majeſties Govern- 
ment ; let them bue Remember and conſider fadly 
what was the Iflue of the very ſame Jealoufies, 
Murmurs and 'Tumults againſf bis Royal Father 
of Blefſed Memory ; whether the firſt and moſt 
eminent Inſtruments of ſubverting, for-a time, this 
renown'd, and antient Monarchy, were not them- 
ſelves beguil'd by the ſame Methods into the mean- 
eſt Slavery , both Spiritual and Temporal : - Our 
of which, they were _—_— at. laſt to conſefs, 
they could be no otherwiſe redeem'd, but by re- 
TS | turning 
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turning again into the very ſame Conſtitution of 
things, they had ſo unwiſely overthrown © 

Gr if the Experience of time paſt, ſo dearly 
bought, can - prevail nothing on them, let them 
but ſeriouſly refle& on their preſent Condition. 
In ſtead of bearkening to what wicked and de- 
ligning Men, under the moſt deceitful Colours 
ſuggeſt to them for Siniſter Ends, let them guide 
their Opinions by their own plain and ſenf1ble 
Obſervation, Let them but tairly and indiffe- 
rently compare the preſent State of all Nations 
round about them with their own : And then let 
them refuſe, if they can, to bleſs God and the 
King, for their inexpreſſible Advancages above 
all others. 

Whilſt all his Majeſties SubjeQs find they may 
if they will ſecurely enjoy Peace, Plenty, Liberty 
and the beſt Religion ; why ſhould any torment 
themſelves, or diſquiet others with wild imagi- 
nations and Fears of future Evils 5 VVhich no- 


thing can be fo ready a way to bring upon them 


as their own Fears. 
Henceforth therefore les no.vain pretence of Li- 


berty and. Property once- more puſh them on to 


the ſame deſperate Deſigns, wherein when they 
had formerly ſucceſs, (which they cannot always 
promiſe themſelves) yet even then it turn'd with- 


1n a few Years to the Ruine of there own Pre- 


tences. 
Let no miſtaken Zeal of Conſcience ſeduce 
them again to Diſobedience, ſince the only Obli- 


'gations of a True Chriſtian Conſcience lead all to 
Obedience, none to Rebellion, = 


La 
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Let them no longer be infatuated by the 
falſe Shews .and Infinuations of Popularity : 
Rather let them learn once for all, who is the 
only true Patriot, what 1s truly Popular, what 
nor. 


Let them know, That whoever complies 
with the common Peoples ſudden Bumours, 
and changeable Paſſions, againſt their folid In- 
. tereſt ; Whoever labours tro make the whole 
Government obnox1ous to any ſingle Se& or 
Party ; VVhoever ſtrives to divide the Coun- 


try or City from the Court ; Whoever endea- 


vours to enlarge diſputable Priviledges, to the 


hazard of known Prerogatives ; In fine, who- 
ever would pervert Life 

neſs, that Man can never be a True Patriot ; 
all That is falſe Popularity : It is indeed equal- 
iy as Deſtrudtive to the People as to the 
Prince. 


Thoſe Counſels only are and ought to be 
eſteem'd really Popular , _which proceed on 
ſure and legal Foundations, to confirm the 
Monarchy where 1t is ſtrong, to _— and 
ſupport thoſe parts of it, which by length ot 


time may have been ſomewhat weaken'd and 


decay'd. Thoſe Perſons only are the True 
Patriots, and deſign their Countries Good the 
beſt and only ſure way, who make it their Bu- 
ſinels to keep the King in a condition to pro- 
tet his People. There isno true, commend- 


able Engliſh Popularity, but true Engliſh 
Loyalty. . 
Thus 


rty into Licentiouſ- 
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Thus much his Majeſty vouchſates to ad- 
viſe all his Enemies, and diſcontented Sub- 
jects ; though even to them he has done all 
the Good in this World to oblige them not to 
be ſo. 


There is one ſort of theſe, whom the King 
acknowledges he once thought he ſhould ne- 
ver have had juſt Reaſon to rank among his 
Enemies. Thoſe Perſons his Majelty means, 
who after having well approved their Loy- 
alty to his Glorious Father m the Jaſt Age 
of Rebellion, have yet {ince been either who]- 
ly perverted , or have very much ſtagger'd 
in their dus Obedience and Love to: him- 


ſelf. 


For them his Majeſty declares he would 
fain ſtill retain his wonted Kindneſs. And if 
either private Envy , or a too Preſumptuous 
Value of their old Merits, {hall have made 
them entirely to forget the many vaſt Bene-_ 
fits and Favours thft He, or his Father have 6 
liberally conferrd on them ; of if the late 
groundleſs Rumours of Popery, Slavery and 
Arbitrary Power ſhall have ſo far prevail'd, 
as to ſour and corrupt Them allo ; yet they 
might remember , that their Generous Loy- 
alty did once before remain untainted , and 
bravely ſtood the Shock amidſt the very ſame 
Rumours and Slanders , as popularly , but as 
falfly urg'd then againſt the Government ; as 
they have been of late, So that either then 
| they 
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they were in the wrong , or are now ; and 
cannot poſſibly have been both times on the 
right fide. 


Wherefore his Majeſty conjures them to 
look back on the Actions of their former 
Lives ; and to make the Honour gotten by 
them in their Youth for their Courage and 
Fidelity to the Crown, firſt a reproot, then 
an example to their Old Age. Once for 
all, let them ſeriouſly oblerve that they are 
come at [aſt to be unfortunately pn: not 
only by many the very ſame i] Principles, but 
alſo by many the very ſame ill Parties of Men, 
which they once eſteemed it their Glory. and 
Conſcience to fight againſt. 9 


But as for all who till continue the Kings 
Faithful Friends and Dutiful SubjeQts , ' tis 
Majeſty moſt willingly takes -this occalion to 


ſpeak to them in another ſtyle. Bs Majeſty | 


cannot but teſtifie to all- the V Vorld the de+z 


lghttul ſenſe he retains of their unmoveable 


ſteddineſs and :renew'd Fidelity to him, in 
theſe late times of extreme difficulty and di- 
ſtraction. He cannot ſuppreſs within his own 
Royal Breaſt his Joy, to find the ſame un- 
ſhaken Principles and Pradtices of Loyalty 
to his Bleſſed Father, ſtill ſurviving and flou- 
riſhing in them, and inherited by himſelf with 


increaſe. | 


| And after the unvaluable Mercy of God to 
him and his Subjects in his moſt happy Re- 
: | =_ ſtoration, 


—— 
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ſtoration, his Majeſty cannot but eſteem This to 


have been equall'd by none but That ; that, in 
ſo dangerons a JunQture of Publitk Afﬀairs, he 
has met with ſo many unfeign'd Teſtimonies of 
Love to his Perſon and Zeal for his Govetn- 
ment, from all Degrees of Men in the Na- 
tion. 

And if ſome have ſwerv'd from their Duty, 
yet his Majeſties Indignatioti and Reſentments 
agairiſt them are overwhelm'd by the comfor- 
table remembrance of the far greatet and bet- 
ter Number of thoſe who ſtood by him in 
the ſevereſt Trials. 


So his Majeſty has juſt reaſon to, acknow- 
ledge, the main Body of the, Nobility and 


. Gentry has done 2 So has the whole ſound and 
' honeſt Part of the Commonalty : So the 


great Fountains of Knowledge and Civility, 
the Two [Univerſities : So the wiſeſt, and moſt 
Learned im the Laws:  S6 the whole Clergy, 
and all the Ornyine Sons of the Church of 
Englatid : A Chuirch whoſe Glory it is, to 


. have been never tainted with che leaſt Ble- 


miſh of Diſloyalty. 


- His Majeſty cannot here forbear to let the 


World know , what entire Satisfaction he has 
taken in one ſpecial Teſtimony of his Sub= 
jects Aﬀetions ; whence through Gods Gra- 
cious Providence the Monarchy has $ain'd 
a moſt conſiderable Advantage , by means of 
this —_ Conſpiracy; And it is, that f6 
great a Number of the Cities and Corpora- 


tions 


© — —  - 
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tions of this Kingdoin z have fince fo freely 
reſign'd their Local Immunities and Char- 
ters into his Majeſties Hands ; leſt the abuſe 
of any of them ſhould again hereafter prove 
hazardous to the juſt Prerogatives of the 
Crown: | 

This his Majeſty declares he eſteems as 
the peculiar Honour of his Reigh ; being 
ſuch; as none of the moſt popular of all his 
fate Royal Predeceſlors could have  promis'd 
to thetnſelves, or hoped tor. herefore 
his Majeſty thinks himfelf more than ordi- 
narily oblig'd to continue; as he has hither- 
to begun ; to ſhew the greateſt Moderation 
and Benignity, in the exerciſe of ſo great 
a Truſt : Reſolving upon this octaſion; 
to convince the higheſt pretenders to the 
Commonweal ; that as the Crown was the 
firſt Original ; ſo it is ſtill the fureſt Guar- 
dian of all the Peoples Lawful Rights ; and 
Privileges. 
- In Conduſion his Majeſty makes this 
folemn Declaration to all his Loving Sub- 
jeQs 1 That as by former and late Expe- 
rience , he has foutid, Next under God, 
the firmnefs of his Friends to him has {a- 
ved his ——— Life ; $6 he is re- 
ſolved to ſecure both ; by his Conſtaricy to 
his Friends. Such as was the Old Loyal 
Party, and as many as have been bred up; 
and ſucceeded in their Principles; Whort 
tus Majeſty looks on - the greaz Pillars, 


2 and 
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and Supporters of his Throne. ' By cheni 
therefore his : Majeſty declares , he will al- 
ways ſtand:,' and-theh 'he' 1s ſure by | Gods 


Grace he can never. fall. 


His Majeſty allo here Publickly relolves; 
that he himſelf will take care - to keep his 
Mimiſters and Servants, from the Loweſt 
tothe Higheſt , .,_ within... the Laiyful 
Bounds of their 'Duty; But will never 
fuffer them to be .cryed down by : Noiſe, 
and Tumults. I =o 


As to his Deareſt and moſt Loyal Bro- 
thers Safety and juſt: Rights, his Majeſty 
allures all the World:, 4 will inviolably 
Cheriſh them as his own. And as the 
Danger; in this Helliſh Conſpiracy 'was 
Common to them both, fo their Intereſts 
and - Aﬀections ſhall be always inſeparable. 
Nor can his Majeſty forbear to recommend 
to the Imitation ot all his other - Subjecs, 
the profound Reſpe& , entire Reſignation, 
and Obedience , which his Royal High- 
neſs continues to Practiſe co his Majeſties 
Perſon and Govergment. 

_ His Majeſty expects from his Subje&s all 
juſt ſubmiſhon to his Laws :' And promiſes 
them -a' praportionable - Favour and Incou- 
ragement.” His Majeſty lets "them all 
know that. the Rewards of :the "Crown ſhall 
be.. diſtributed, according as Men deſerve 
of . the Crown, ' and no otherwiſe. ' And 


as 


—————— 
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as God has given his Majeſty the Heart, 
not to deſire to abuſe ; So he will never, 
as long as he Lives , part with the juſt Pre- 
rogatives and Powers, with which God 
alone has intruſted him: 


L 


FINIS. 


